












































































































of wildlife. Adding insult to injury. a large scale Anny exercise with some 4,500 troops was planned for 
November of 1958 in the Barrington National Park, with troops using live ammunition. Naturally the 
Hunter-Manning National Parks Association raised objections to this unsympathetic usc of the Park.12 
The result was that in November the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment, 70 strong, 
conducted an exercise near Mount Royal in an area already proclaimed for Am1y training purposes. 13 

During 1958 attacks came from many quarters on the fledgling National Park. A new body was 
fonned, 'The Barrington Tops Fire Prevention Association·. \\hich requested that the Conservation 
Service construct 4 WD trails for access to fire danger areas. [Some consider that these early trails were 
responsible for the spread of Scotch Broom (Cyrisus scoparius). with seeds caught in the tyre treads]. 
The Fire Prevention Association decided to agitate for 4 WD acce trails along the Tops, and from the 
Allyn River to Careys Peak. A Land Rover was to be purchased and huts erected in strategic positions, 
the first at Becan Becan. The Hunter-Manning National Parks Association.' iC\\ ing the fom1ation of this 
group with some consternation. had no alternative but to cooperate in an effort to gain its support in 
protecting wilderness areas. 14 

An additional concern arose in 1958 when the Forestry Commission was constdering developing 
the whole plateau into a pine forest. If clearing and disturbance of the soil occurred. and siltation 
of streams seemed inevitable. 

The Barrington Club. with growing membership, was granted pem1issive occupancy of 0.4ha on 
Brumlow Creek. south west of Barrington Trig, where they had erected a ski hut. [This v.as later 
demolished by order of the National Parks and Wildlife Service after gazettal of the Barrington Top 
National Park under the new Act. ] As well. the Newcastle Trades Hall Workers Club had been granted 
2ha of leasehold land near the Big Hole for recreational purposes. 

In 1959 the Hunter-Manning National Parks Association advised that The Barrington National 
Park and Flora Reserve had tinally been approved. Despite this, confrontation still existed between 
conservationists and developers. In 1961 a Public Meeting was held in Paterson to fom1 'The Barrington 
Tops Development Association'. It was decided to erect a 'substantial' hut at Careys Peak to be known 
as 'The Pioneers Hut·. commemorating the old stalwarts whose vision and persistence had brought the 
beauty of the Tops to the notice of the public. Other aims of this group were to agitate for access roads to 
facilitate development of Barrington Tops, and to assist the National Parks Association. Mr. Pender. 
Architect for the Association, prepared a plan for the hut at Careys Peak, with an estimated co t of 
$900. !5 

Although members of the Development Association persisted in their endeavour.. to 'open up· the 
district, the Minister for Conservation and Irrigation refused pcm1ission for Forestry Commt . ion to 
fom1 access roads through the Allyn and Williams River areas to the Chichester side of Barnngt •n T •p . 
The Commissioner for Forests decided that improvements to Lagoon Pinch Road. including a mer 
crossing. could not be justified on economic grounds. As well, the Commissioner bru inforn1ed 
the Development Association that the expense of extending Lagoon Pinch Road to Peak .. ,a out 
of the question. 16 

Despite this . by May of 1962 a rough 4 WD track had been fanned from the Upper n to Careys 
Peak. Mr. Foster. Publicity Officer for the Development Association. eulogi,mg the' of the Tops 
in tourist brochures, advised intending visitors that once on the Top ·fire trait.. built b) Barnngton Tops 
Bush Fire Committee could be used· and that 'his Association no\\ haJ $500 LO\\ards the Pioneers' Hut 
at Carey's Peak, for usc by walkers and visitors'. A ski run had fom1cd from Care}s Peak to Saxbys 
Swamps and the Newcastle Ski Club was ready to accept member- 17 

The inclement weather of the early 1950s had motivated of the Newcastle Technical 
College Bushwalking Club to erect a hut on land leased from Fore tf} Commission. This was to be no 
mean feat. and was commenced early in September of 1955 under the watchful eyes of architect and 
planner. Rex Filson. About 100 ·heel of corrugated tron had been dumped at the Strean1 Gauge 
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Recorder on the Barrington RI\'Cr ncar the Big Hole. These were manhandled across the plateau to 
O 'Grad}s. and then to the chosen site on the Williams River at Basden Falls, some eight kilometres in all. 
Carrying these ~heets of iron proved most difficult in the adverse weather conditions encountered. They 
found that the best method was to roll the sheets into logs and. using felt slings. carry them across their 
shoulders. Bush timber was used for the frame. with care being taken not to denude any area.t8 

The hut was oflicially opened at Easter 1956. and named in honour of Selby Alley, a staff member 
of [the then] Newcastle University College. and a friend and inspiration to many students. A keen 
conservationist. he had commenced walking in the Tops district in 1943 and retained throughout his 
lengthy life a continuing interest in the welfare of Barrington Tops.l9 Selby Alley was awarded the Order 
of Australia in 1987. a fitting recognition of his services to the community. 

Basden Falls. a three metre drop on the Williams River. was named in honour of Ralph Basden, 
who was appointed Principal of Newcastle Technical College in 1940. He was a most supportive 
member of the Newcastle Bushwalking Club and possessed a great knowledge of natural history. When 
the University College was created at Tighes Hill [the forerunner of the University of Newcastle], Ralph 
Basden became the first Warden. He was later granted an honorary Doctor of Science degree from the 
University of Newcastle.20 

The Williams River gorge. with its 33m waterfall. proved a challenge to the adventurous. Great 
jubilation was experienced by the Newcastle Bushwalking Club when, in 1958, a party finally conquered 
this descent as far as Rocky Crossing. However the crossing of the Williams River JUSt above the falls 
was considered to be very risky. with rocks like polished glass sloping towards the lip of the falls, some 
I 0-15 m downstream. Members of the club decided to erect a guard rail and in December 1963 this 
mammoth task was perforn1ed. The holes in the rocks were drilled with a tungsten carbide drill powered 
by a petrol drivenjackhanmter. Weighing some 23kg. this contraption was perilously carried down to the 
falls on a harness-like packframe. the trip taking five hours.21 

In 1962 energetic members of Newcastle Bushwalking Club decided to build another hut near 
Gloucester Tops. The site chosen was near penn anent water with an open northerly aspect, a good view, 
and easy access. This was a relatively easy task compared to the Selby Alley hut. Corrugated iron was 
brought to the site by road and. using bush timber for framing, the hut was erected within a short time. It 
was called the Munro Hut to commemorate Arthur Munro's services to the Newcastle Bushwalking 
Club. and to bushwalking in general. Both of these huts have proved invaluable to bushwalkers over the 
years. and many academic teams have also availed themselves of this accommodation. 

The expertise of the Newcastle Bushwalking Club was called upon in 1978 by the Central 
Mappmg Authority when a new map of the Barrington Tops area was being prepared. A cartographer 
from this body. accompanied by members of the club. did a field revision. when Arthur Munro advised 
that. b) a sight line, Brumlow Tops at 1586m was higher than Polblue at 1577m. the previously thought 
h1ghe 't point. Other contributions made by Newcastle Bushwalking Club included Junction Pools, 
Basden Falls. Selby Alley Hut. Cobbys Creek. Double Falls. Double Falls Creek. Far Eastern Falls, Far 
Eastern Creek and Munro Hut.22 

Great act1 \it} took place on the Tops during the early 1960s. and not only from the Newcastle 
B w11lking Cub. In 1963 Barrington Tops Bushlire Prevention Association [note change of name] 

near the end of a f1ve year tenn, having expended $88,244 on works including access roads to 
gton Top and Mount Royal Range. A surprising 320kms of trails had been forn1ed, as well as 14 
·dam . t\\ o lookouts and one bridge. Three one man huts, a shed, garage, 50 gates and two ramps 

been constructed ~) 

-~·f"rr'"tation and compromise had prevailed during these fom1ative years of the National Park, 
expendmg (. m<;iderable time and energy in pursuit of their respective vision for 
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Selby Aile}' Hw - March 1980 -
C emre figures- Selby Alley and daughter Leigh -

Newcastle Bushwalking Club Archil'es 

Munro Hw - 1967 -
Newcastle Bushwafking Club ArchiFes 
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Snow on Amarctic Beech Forest (Nothofagus Mo01·ei) 
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The RocJ...'Y Hole- Allyn River 

Suspension Bridge - Affyn Ril'er - Eccleston 
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Strangler Fig 
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A Vision Splendid- Careys Peak -
Careys Peak commemoraTes a bushman named Carey 11ho became losT on rhe Top!>­
He sTarted a huge fire on the Peak which was noriced by serrlers and led ro his rescue. 

Allyn Rll cr- Ecdesron 
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Williams Ril·er Falls­
Newcasrle Bushwa!king Club Archives 
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CHAPTER SIX 

THE ONGOING SAGA 

Work continued in the new Parks. By 1964 the Gloucester Tops Park Trust had completed two 
Visitors Reception Centres on the Gloucester River. and walking tracks were being fom1ed to Gloucester 
Falls. The Williams River section of Barrington Tops National Park was awaiting dedication, pending 
the introduction of a National Parks Act. In 1966 the Minister for Conservation announced a 1173ha 
Aora Reserve for Barrington Tops under the Forestry Act to be known as 'Kerripit Beech Flora Reserve'. 
A local Advisory Conunittee of seven people was to be fonned to assist Forestry Commission. 1 Prior to 
the National Parks Act these so-called National Parks and Flora Reserves were often located within State 
Forests. and controlled by the relevant minister. 

Strong opposition to the Barrington Tops National Park continued from local councils. It was 
thought that the dingo population would increase dran1atically and wild pigs were also viewed as an 
ongoing problem. As well, the construction of a dam for water conservation was again on the agenda, as 
was the planting of pine forests. Conservationists must have heaved a hearty sigh of relief when Mr. 
Freudenstein, Minister for Conservation, quashed the dan1 proposal as impractical. 

At long last, in 1967, The National Parks and Wildlife Act was passed by the Legislative Council, 
and congratulations were extended by the Hunter-Manning National Parks Association to the Hon. T.L. 
Lewis for his efforts. However, the wheels of progress move slowly in government, and it was to be 
another two years before Barrington Tops National Park of 16,325ha was fonnerly dedicated under the 
new Act. ln 1970 the old Edwards property of 162ha,Portions 6 and 7 in the Parish of Becan Becan, 
County of Gloucester. was purcha ·ed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service. The two galvanised 
iron huts on these land were then demoli hed. 

Barrington Tops National Park. no\\ controlled by the '\atJOnal Park and Wildlife Servtce. was 
not without management problem . Fam1er a\' future di:ficultie ari ing from the perceived 
increasing population of wild horses. dingoe · and ptg \\ htch cnuld nc \\ roam unre lflcted m the Park. 
In 1974 a professional trapper was employed to mo\e 0\Cr 5 brumbic \\hich I'.Cre LlU .ng extensi\e 
erosion and damage to the spaghnum mos ·wanlJh. Sc 1tch Broom continued t pread de pite 
extensive preventative measures. 

Despite these problems, the new Park proved mo t popular \\ ith camper.>. bu h\\ aller. and day 
visitors. In 1977 great interest and excitement was aroused by stones of am} teriou bein~ .ghted on 
Barrington Tops called a ' Yowie'. Said to inhabit the ancient beech fore t . it" de nbed b) an eye 
witness as being 2.5m in height, weighing approximately 270kg. covered in long hair from head to foot 
and walking erect on two legs. Rex Gilroy, director of Mount York atural Hi t f) ~tu eum at ~1ount 
Victoria was invited to organise a search party. Gilroy thought that the ' YO\\te' \\:b related to the 
Himalayan 'Abominable Snowman' and North American 'Big Foot'. Gilro} opined that the creature 
had been called a 'Yowie' by the Aboriginals.2 The party was un ucce · ful inn earch lor a 'Yowie'. 

The long awaited road across the Tops, linldng the Upper Hunter and the ~tanrung. \\as opened on 
7 June 1978, at a cost of $764,000. Over 200 people braved the chilling\\ ind and bitmg ram to witness 
the unveiling of the commemorative plaque. The inclement weather prevented the Minister for 
Conservation, Hon. L. Gordon, from attending, and a very wet Mr J. Henf). Commissioner for 
Forests, officiated in his stead. Now that the beauty of the Top \\a o acce tble. campers tlocked to 
areas like the Big Hole and Pol blue Swamp. As well. the round trip\ ta Scone, aero the Tops and down 
through Gloucester became a favourite scenic drive. The chance ighting of a 'Yowie' was now an 
added attraction. 

A combined effort of the Forestry Commission of NSW and club members of the Hunter Region 
Four Wheel Drive Council saw the clearing and fom1ation of the 'Gillwinga Walk' in 1980, a l0kn1 trail 
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from ~1ount Allyn to the Allyn River. In 1988 4WD clubs carried out further work on the walk, but 
"ithout con ... tant maintenance the track has become overgrown, and at present it is closed. 

The Newcastle Land Rover Club Ltd., tonned in 1963, obtained a 1.2 ha lease between the 
Paterson Rtver and Mount Cabre Bald in the Chichester State Forest. During the three years from 1973 
to 1976 club members worked hard erecting camping facilities. including hot showers, toilets and 
barbecue facilities etc., culminating in the oflicial opening of the Alan Howarth Reserve by Milton 
Morris. State Member for Maitland, before a crowd of 300 people. The reserve, located on the old Cabre 
Bald Trail. commemorates a foundation member who was tragically killed in a motor accident. Also 
commemorative is the Howarth Forest Road ncar the Reserve.3 

In I 982 a submission by the National Parks Association to State government for extensions to 
Barrington Tops National Park generated heated debate and confrontational attitudes from Dungog and 
Gloucester communities. Timber workers protested about job losses and business people saw the end 
result as a loss of revenue. Despite this. the NSW Premier Neville Wran dedicated an additional 
22.380ha to the Park. now totalling 39.114ha. including Mount Royal and Boonabilla Creek.4 However, 
the National Parks Association was disappointed that Polblue Swamp and the headwaters of Kholwha 
Creek had not been included. although promised in 1974.5 

The proposal to include Barrington Tops in the State Government's Wilderness and Wild Rivers 
Act also generated disapproval from local communities and timber workers. Proposed restrictions on 
horses. vehicles and logging activities generated further local protcsts.6 Notwithstanding this, great 
satisfaction was experienced by conservationists when Barrington Tops National Park finally gained 
World Heritage Listing in 1986.7 

Scotch Broom continued to defy all allempts at control. In 1987 a Barrington Tops Broom 
Council was lonned to combat the spread of this noxious shrub in the National Park, State Forest and on 
grating lands of the Hunter Pastoral Company.s The population of brumbies and wild pigs also 
continued to be a problem. 

In 1989 a new Drafl Plan of Management was proposed by National Parks and Wildlife Service 
providing controlled access for 4 WD vehicles. seemingly an attempt to appease all interested parties. 
There were altitudinal problems in park usage between bushwalkers and 4WD owners. who both used 
the same tracks. Some 1200 submissions to the Draft Plan were forwarded to the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service. 

And still the scientific teams come to the Tops. In December 1992 a group of officers from the 
:"\Jtional Parks and Wildlife Service. together with expert naturalists under the leadership of Harry 
H. nc'>. Ann iclale Wildlife Consultant. spent a week carrying out a fauna survey and inspection of Scotch 
Br ,, •m infestation.9 The news that a biological control for Scotch Broom was to be introduced created 
great c''mmunity interest. Reporter Clare Morgan. writing in The Newcastle Herald. mentioned that 
IO.(XJOha ol National Park, State Forest and private property at Barrington Tops was infested with 
Scotch Broom. In February 1993 4,000 specimens of a tiny. creamy coloured twig miner moth, 
Leu oprera .\panifolie/la were released. Although these were imported from New Zealand. the moth 

ngmated in Europe 'This is the first biological control agent for Scotch Broom to be used in 
A traha ·. 'aid Dr. Hosking. entomologist from Department of Agriculture and Fisheries.10 This 

<Jlrub .tho occurs in other alpine regions of Australia. 

1llc nora or Barrington Tops has been of considerable interest to botanists for many years. with 
--'l~u d1 l'O\ eric of rare or endangered species. It was not surprising. therefore. to read in January 

\1r Hancher '\SW Minister lor the Environment, had submitted 500ha of Barrington Tops 
P.:! f r World Heritage Listing. consisting of isolated patches of rainforest in the Wangat, 
a Ouchc aer Rh Lr '-Y'>lems. A total for NSW of about 3000ha . found in pockets from the 

tbe Queens :~. 1 border. could be added to 203.000ha of remnant rainforest declared 
t:ru ed ~ation' Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) in 

B.lmn=t Top had been included in the earlier listing. II 
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'I he plaque commemorating the Barrington Tops ro1d opening. Bwd wulhe 
slopped Mr Gordon gelling lo lhe opening ceremon• and the Conomi,.ione 

for Fore•ts, Mr J. Henry, stood ln. 

People .. ait in drizzle and "ind for the official opening of the Barrin1;on Tops road ~e,tuday. 

The Commissioner for Forests 

R.S.V P June 2 
Forestry Olloce 
Broadmcaoow 

has pleasure in 1nvittng 

to the openmg of 
THE BARRINGTON TOPS ROAD 

linking Scone and Gloucester 
at POLBLUE SWAMP 

by 

THE HON LIN GORDON, M l A , 
Mtntster for Consel\latlon 

at 12.30 pm on June 7, 1978 
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tLe State Government. · · 

Newcastle Herald- 24 Apri/1993 
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The wilderness experience of the Tops has drawn adventurers, scientists, bushwalkers and 
conservationists for over 100 years. During this time the wild, harsh country has produced its share of 
tragedies. with many just averted by good luck and/or good sense. Barrington Guest House has played 
host to many a lost or injured bushwalker. A recent tragedy occurred in February of 1993, when a 
Dungog man died after crossing the Williams River Falls. Although the guard rail secured there in 1963 
by the Newcastle Bushwalking Club is stiiJ in good condition. the force and volume of water descending 
on that particular day was sufficient to sweep him over to the rock pool at the bottom of the falls. The 
man managed to climb out, but did not survive. 

After the accident occurred, two members of the party went for help and the Newcastle Rescue 
helicopter arrived. carrying two NSW Ambulance officers. Visibility was poor, the terrain rugged, and 
unfortunately the helicopter crashed into power lines ncar Barrington Guest House, with five men 
aboard. By some miracle no one was injured, but the helicopter was completely wrecked, a great loss to 
the Hunter District.l2 

Another tragedy occurred in March of 1993. with the death of a camper from a Tiger Snake bite on 
his ankle. The man was found 6km from Gloucester Tops camping area, and had desperately tried to 
save his life by wrapping aT- hirt tight!) around his ankle. His camp was a solitary one, so he met a 
lonely death.13 

The saga of land usage at Barrington Top continue~ m 1993. Local councils and the timber 
industry view with alarn1 a Wilderne Proposal for Barrington Top :\ational Park and pans of the 
surrounding State Forest. Loss of jobs in the timber indu tf) is viewed a imminent. with resultant 
adverse economic and social effects on the district. After consideration of this Wilderness Nomination 
by the Wilderness Society. National Parks and Wildlife Service decided that 63.000ha fulfilled the 
criteria under the Wilderness Act. Streams including Boonabilla Creek, the Pater on. Williams, 
Chichester and Wangat were identified as Wilderness and recommended for dedication as wild, cenic 
rivers. Also sought for inclusion in the Barrington Wilderness is the plateau area of Barrington Tops 
National Park. Should the Wildernes · Nomination be successful. all logging and 4 WD recreational 
vehicles would be banned in the wilderness area. Logging would still continue in State Forests where 
4 WD vehicles have access. And so the potential for t.:onllict continues. 14 

When pioneers like John Hopson and R.J .E. Marceau made their earlier sorties to the Tops, little 
did they realise what would prevail some 70 years later. after 'the opening up of the Tops'. For 
nowadays. following the same route along the Allyn River towards Lagoon Pinch there are numerous 
attractive camping sites in the State Forest. During weekend and school holidays these are always 
crowded with campers. but unfortunately some just come to this delightful area for ·a wild weekend'. 
Many of the fonner clean. safe, rocky swimming holes have to be closely inspected for broken glass and 
other rubbish. So unruly has this beautiful area became that Easter of 1993 saw twelve Maitland police 
officers involved in ·Operation Forest Lout·. a comprehensive patrol of the area. 15 

Yet there is still beauty and spiritual fulfilment to be found there. Who could be unmoved b> the 
view from Careys Peak, the mystery of the primeval beech forests or the waterfalls thundering dov.n the 
wild gorges. These unique features. part of the fabric of Barrington Tops. have withstood depredauon 
by man and beast. and hopefully will continue to do so ad infinitum. 
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The Cave- Ladies' Well - AIIJ'II River 

Allyn Ri\'er \'alley- Eccleston- cl921 
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Allyn River - Eccleston 
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Picnic Group on Allyn River­
Eccleston 



APPENDIX 

TREE LIST HEREUNDER APPEARS IN 'RAINFORESTS OF AUSTRALIA'S 
HUNTER REGION' - DAVID WATERHOUSE 1980 P. 27 

TREES OF THE UPPER WILLIAMS SUB-TROPICAL RAINFOREST. 

Abrophylum omans 
Acacia melano.xylon 
Acacia mearnsii 
Ackama paniculata 
Acmena smithii 
Acronychia (or Baitrella) 

oblongifolia 
Alectryon subcinereus 
Alphitonia excelsa 
Backlwusia myrtifolia 
Baloghia Iucida 
Brachyclziton acerifolium 

ABROPHYLLUM. Small tree large thin shiny leaves. Bears clusters of yellowish flowers. 
BLACK WOOD or HICKORY. Usually on edge of rainforest. Very decorative wood. 
GREEN W A TILE. Usually on edge of rainforest. Feat11ery phyllodes (leaf stems). 
CORKWOOD or ROSEWOOD MARARA. Bark once used as substitute for cork. 
LILL YPILLY. Has edible pink or white fruits. Often near creeks. 
YELLOW WOOD. Small tree. often near creeks. Greenish flowers wit11 thin incurling 
petals. 
WILD QUINCE. Bears large pulpy fruits with black shiny seeds. Rough bark. 
RED ASH. Smooth pale barked tree with bright red wood. 
LANCEWOOD or IRONWOOD. Small tree, with sharply pointed small leaves. Very tough timber. 
BRUSH BLOOD WOOD. Has blood coloured sap. Timber burns easily even when freshly cut. 
ILLA W ARRA FLAME TREE. Deciduous. Bright red flowers. Soft stringy wood once used for 
ropes and mats. 

Cal/icoma serrat1jolia BLACK WATTLE. Used to make first dwellings in Sydney. Small tree. Common along creeks. 
Callistemon salignus WHITE BOTTLE BRUSH. Paper bark. Pale yellow flowers. Widely planted as ornamental shrub. 
Casuarina cunninghamiana RIVER OAK. Grows along river banks. Often festooned with epiphytes. Wood once used for 

roof shingles. 
Claoxylon australe BRITTLEWOOD. Small tree with pale green translucent leaves. Small red fruit wit11 white hairs. 
Clerodendrum tomentosum VEL VET SPIDER BUSH or DOWNY CHANCE. Has very soft downy leaves. 
Commersonia bartramia 

Croton l'erreau.rii 
Cryptocarya erythrm)'lon 
Cryptocarya glaucescens 
Cryptocarya microneura 
Cryptocarya obovata 
Cryptocarya rig ida 
Daplmandra micrantha 

Dendrocnide excelsa 
Diospyros australis 

Diospyros pentamera 

Diploglollis australis 
Dodonaea mega:yga 
Doryplwra sassafras 
Duboisia myoporoides 

D)SO.\)lum fraseran um 
Ehretw acuminata 
Elaeocarpus ob01·atus 

Elaeocarpus reticula/us 

£/arodendron australe 

SCRUB CHRISTMAS BUSH. Small tree. usually near water or clearing. Bark fibre used by 
aborigines for making nets. 
NATIVE CASCARILLA. Small tree. Often in clearings. Used as ornamental shrub. 
ROSE MAPLE. Pale pink wood smells like cider. 
SILVER SYCAMORE or JACK WOOD. Also called Native Laurel. Has soft pale coloured wood. 
NUTMEG LAUREL. Bears small pointed fruits. 
WHITE WALNUT. Densely foliaged tree. Leaves are ashcoloured on undersides. 
BROWN BEECH or ROSE MAPLE. Has a pale brown wood once used for furniture. 
SOCKETWOOD. Branches joined to trunk in ball and socket fashion. Bark contains 
strychnine-like substance. 
STINGING TREE. Common on edges of clearings. Wood very soft. Large stinging leaves. 
BLACK PLUM or YELLOW PERSIMMON. Small tree. Thick shiny leaves with yellowish 
undersurfaces. Black oval fruits. 
MYRTLE EBONY or GREY PERSIMMON. Rough barked tree with strong smelling dull red 
fruits. Fluted trunk. 
NATIVE TAMARIND. Often emergent. Large pinnate leaves. Fruits used to make jam. 
PEPPER HOP BUSH. Small tree with pinnate leaves and three-winged fruits. 
SASSAFRAS. Bark once used to purify blood and ease stomach ache. 
DUBOISIA. Small tree. often in clearings Drooping branches, leaves poisonous and contain t11e 
drug hyoscine. 
ROSEWOOD. Often emergent. Wood smells like roses. 
EHRETIA. Deciduous. Mostly on rainforest edge. Has tiny white flowers. 
FRECKLED ASH or PIGEON BERRY ASH. Can grow much taller than E. reticula/us. Leaves 
not as strongly veined. 
BLUEBERRY ASH. Usually a small tree often outside rainforests. Has blue fruits and strongly 
veined leaves. 
RED-FRUITED OLIVE PLUM. Bears bright red fruits. Usually only shrub sized. 

BONEWOOD or SOAPWOOD. The pale yellow wood has a soapy smell. 
TICKWOOD. Very likeAckanw in appearance. Also common in coastal brushes. 
MEULLER'S WALNUT. Small tree. Sometimes used as ornamental shrub. 
THIN-LEAVED STRINGYBARK. Occurs on edges of rainforest. 
SYDNEY BLUE GUM. Often emergent. Common near Barrington Guest House. 
EUODIA or RINGWOOD. Small tree. Often several stemmed. 
BOL W ARRA. Small tree. Sometimes adopts the form of a climber on other trees. 
S.-\.'\'DPAPER FIG. Leaves feel like sandpaper. Usually a small tree. 
~=:CIDCOUS FIG. Strangles other trees. Fruits favoured by birds. 
CHEESE TREE. Often on rainforest edge. Small fruits shaped like old fashioned cheeses. 
WHITE BEECH Bears large white flowers and mauve fru its. 
G' OA SmaL tree. often with several stems. Bears many small white flowers. 
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Hedycarya angusrifolia 
Hibtscus heterophyllus 
Hymenosporumjlal'Ltlll 
Litsea reticula/a 
Neolitsea dealbata 
Omalanrhus populifolius 

Or ires excelsa 
Pennanria cunninghamii 
Piuosporum revolutum 
Pirrosporum undulatum 
Planchonella australis 
Pleiococca wilcoxiana 
Polyosonw cunninghamii 
Polyscias elegans 
Polyscias murrayi 
Psychotria loniceroides 
Ouintinea sieberi 
Rapanea howittiana 
Rapanea variabilis 
Rhodamnia trinerl'a/a 
Rhodosphaera 

rhodanJherma 
Sambucus australasica 
Schizomeria ovata 
Scolopia brownii 
Sloanea australis 
Stenocarpus salignus. 
Symplocos thwaitsii 
Syncarpia glommulifera 
Synoum glandulosum 
Syzygium paniculatum 
Tieghemopanax 

sambucifolius 
Toona australis 
Tristania conferta 

Tristania Iaurino 
Trochocarpa laurina 
Vesselowskya rubifolia 
Wilkiea macrophylla 

NATIVE MULBERRY. Aborigines made fire sticks and spear tips from the wood. 
NATIVE HIBISCUS. Large white flowers with red centres bloom in summer. 
NATIVE FRANGIP ANN I. Small tree. Bears large fragrant yellow flowers. 
SHE BEECH or BOLL YWOOD. Bears black fruits in cuplike receptacles. 
BOLLY GUM or GUDGERIE. Small tree with purple fruits. 
NATIVE POPLAR or BLEEDING HEART. Small tree of rainforest edge. Heart shaped leaves 
turn red. 
PRICKLY ASH. Marked variations in leaf shape. Timber prized for furniture as it is like Silky Oak. 
BROWN BEECH. Leaves colonised by nitrogen fixing algae. Often near creeks. 
YELLOW PITTOSPORUM. Small tree with clusters of yellow flowers. Large ruby coloured seeds. 
MOCK ORANGE. Bears fruits like small oranges. Well known as ornamental shrub. 
BLACK APPLE. Large black fruits. Seeds smooth and shiny, once used for necklaces. 
PLEIOCOCCA. Small tree with large leaves and fleshy white fruit. 
FEATHER WOOD. Small tree with very fragrant white flowers. Pale, attractively figured timber. 
BLACK PENCIL CEDAR. Usually a small tree with 'umbrella-like' appearance. 
CELERYWOOD OR PENCIL CEDAR. Common on edge of clearings. Wood smells like celery. 
RUSTY PSYCHOTRIA. Small tree, bearing clusters of brownish, velvety leaves. 
POSSUMWOOD or PINK WALNUT. Seeds often germinate on trunks of tree ferns. Corky wood. 
TURNIPWOOD. Wood smells like turnips. Bears many small blue fruits. 
MUTTONWOOD. Small tree. Valued as ornamental shrub. 
BRUSH TURPENTINE. Bears clusters of four-petalled flowers and small brown berries. 

TULIP SATINWOOD. A rough barked tree with red flowers and brown, shiny fruits . 
NATIVE or YELLOW ELDERBERRY. Smallrree bearing yellow fruits once sought by aborigines. 
CRABAPPLE. Bears small trans lucent, eggshaped fruits. 
FLINTWOOD. Usually a small tree. Also found in coastal brushes. Leaves often toothed. 
MAIDEN'S BLUSH. Often has 'butrresses'. Fruit capsules covered in bristles. 
SCRUB BEEFWOOD. The wood is similar to that of the Silky Oak (Grel'illea robusta ). 
SYMPLOCOS. Small tree. Bears tiny flowers borne in short spikes. 
TURPENTINE. Often emergent. Extensively used for wharves as timber resistant to marine borers. 
SCENTLESS ROSEWOOD. Rarely attains the size of Rosewood. Bears reddish 3-lobed fruits. 
BRUSH CHERRY. A small tree. Bears many red fruits resembling cherries 

ELDERBERRY P ANAX. A small tree bearing milky white berries. 
RED CEDAR. Deciduous. Famous in Australia for its valuable timber. 
BRUSH BOX. Common on edges of rainforest. Timber used in Sydney Opera House. Widely 
planted as street tree in Newcastle and elsewhere. 
WATER GUM. Rough pale bark. Grows along creek batlks or in rocky stream beds. 
LEAFY TROCHOCARPA or WHEEL FRUIT TREE. Distinctive parallel venation on leaves. 
MARARA. Corky wood. Usually a small tree. 
LARGE LEAVED WILKIEA. Small tree bearing noticeably coarse leaves. 

TREES OF THE UPPER MANNING VALLEY NOT RECORDED FOR THE 
WILLIAMS VALLEY. 

Alectryon subdentatus 
Aplwrwnlhe philippinensis 

Backhousia sciadophora 
Capparis nobilis 
Coelebogyne ilicifolia 
Decaspermum paniculatum 
Dendrocnide plwtiniphylla 

Elallostachys nervosa 
Ficus macrophylla 
Geijera salicifolia 
Heritiera actinophylla 
Mallows philippensis 
Melia azerdarach 

Myoporum acuminalum 
Notelaea venosa 
Sam alum ob/1/sifolium 
Sloanea woollsii 
Streblus brunoniant/S 

RAMBUTON. Small tree with pinnate leaves. 
ASBESTOS TREE or NATIVE ELM. The ashes of tllis species were once mixed with water and 
used as asbestos. 
SHATTERWOOD. So named because the wood shatters when struck with an axe. 
BRUSH NUT. Bears large woody fruits (nuts) on stalks. 
BRUSH HOLLY. Bears papery. prickly leaves like holly. 
DECASPERMUM. A small tree with tough timber. 
SMALL-LEAVED STINGING TREE. Has rigid leaves and fewer stingmg hairs than the closely 
related Dendrocnide excelsa. 
ELATTOSTACHYS. Small tree with tough wood and 'ring' like marking~ on the trunk. 
MORETON BAY FIG. Well known as an ornamental street !Tee. 
BRUSH WILGA or GREEN SATIN HEART. Den ely foliaged with scaly bark. 
BLACK JACK. Attractive wood once used for b11liard cues. Leaves are palmate. 
KAMALA. Occurs also in China where the fruits are collected to make a dye for silk and wool. 
WHITE CEDAR. Widely planted on properties as a shade tree. Aborigines used bark extract as 
a fish poison. 
BOOBIALLA. Small tree with long pointed leave . Also on coast. 
VEINED OLIVE. A relative of the Mock Olive (Notelaea longifolia). 
SANDALWOOD. Small tree with perfumed wood and pale drooping foliage. 
YELLOW CARBEEN. Often srrongly 'butrressed ' at the base. 
WHALEBONE TREE. Aborigines made boomerangs from the wood. 
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White, George Boyle 10 
White, Henry Luke 12,27 
White. Cpt. S.A. 29 
Wilderness Proposal 69 
Wilderness Society 69 
Wilderness & Wild Rivers Act 66 
'Wilga' 12 
Williams River 

10.11. 18.19.20.29.30.41,51 ,57,58,65,66,69 
Williams River Gorge 58 
Williamtown 35 
Wilson, J. 46 
Winke. Prof. N. 33 
Wran, Premier Neville 66 

Young. Bert 27 
Young & Green Motor Servtce 27.28 
'Yowie' 65 
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