Family history notes — Michael and Margaret McNamara (nee Connor)
by Brian Walsh, 27 February 2024
Michael McNamara

born abt 1801, native of Newport, County Tipperary, Ireland;
married Margaret Connor bef abt 1823;

convicted of abduction (probably a Whiteboy activity) at Clonmel in 1827,
transported to NSW per Eliza with a life sentence, arrived NSW 1827;

almost certainly assigned the George Townshend of Trevallyn, Paterson River
according to the 1828 census of NSW (he is the only Michael McNamara in
the census without a ship of arrival recorded, and none of others arrived on the
Eliza);

assigned to his wife Margaret (nee Connor) at Appin on her arrival in NSW
per Caroline in 1833 with their children Francis (aged 10) and Margaret (aged
7

by January 1840 a settler at Upper Paterson with Margaret and family;
Conditional Pardon dated 1 July 1842;
died 11 January 1852, aged 51 years;

buried at Mount Rivers private Catholic Cemetery, Paterson River (gravestone
survives).

Margaret ("'Peggy'') McNamara (nee Connor)

born abt 1797;
married Michael McNamara bef abt 1823;

arrived in NSW per Caroline in 1833 with their children Francis (aged 10) and
Margaret (aged 7). They arrived as "wives and families of convicts" under a
government scheme to reunite families with convicts in NSW;

was at Appin, NSW in 1833 when her husband Michael was assigned to her;
by January 1840 a settler at Upper Paterson with Michael and family;

in July 1841 "Peggy MacNamara" purchased 530 acres on the Upper Paterson
River from George Townshend of Trevallyn and his wife Elizabeth Botterell —
NSW Old Systems Title, book W number 811. It is often incorrectly assumed
that Michael purchased the land but he was still a convict at that time. Peggy
and Michael evidently named their land "Mount Rivers" in memory of Mount
Rivers at Newport, County Tipperary, Ireland.

died 13 July 1879 at Mount Rivers, Paterson River, aged 82 years;

buried at Mount Rivers private Catholic Cemetery, Paterson River (gravestone
survives).



Children of Michael and Margaret McNamara

1 Francis

e born abt 1823, baptised on 18 February 1824 at Newport, County Tipperary,
Ireland;

e arrived NSW in 1833 (aged 10) with his mother and sister;

e married Ellen Cecily O'Neill in 1853;

e died on 31 October 1905 at Mount Rivers, Paterson River;
2 Margaret

e born about 1827, arrived Sydney in 1833 with her mother and brother. Married
Andrew Norrie in 1847, died in Ballarat on 6 October 1878, aged 49.

3. Ellen

e born about 1836, unmarried, died at Mount Rivers on 25 December 1925 "in
her 90th year" [note: not to be confused with her niece of the same name];

4. Ann Winifred
e born at Leighford, Penshurst about 1838;
e married Phillip Reilly of Wybong near Denman, NSW;

e after her husband's death, moved back to Mount Rivers to keep house for her
brother Francis;

e died 9 October 1918 at Mount Rivers.

5. Catherine
e Dborn 1840 (Catholic baptism recorded Maitland NSW);
e married William O'Neill in 1865, died in 1921.



Notes and sources
Mick O'Neill's website: https://oneillfamily.id.au/home-2/
Convict indents, per Eliza 1827

Michael McNamara, 26 (born about 1801), RC, M, 3 children. Native place:
Tipperary, farm servant, abduction (with Edward McCann), tried Clonmel 3 April
1827, life. CP 43/233 dated 1 July 1842.

Peter Mayberry's Irish convicts site says Whiteboy.

Margaret and two children arrived 1833, note in margin says "wives & families of
convicts"

South Wales, Australia, Unassisted Immigrant Passenger Lists, 1826-1922
1833 » August > Caroline
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The ditto above simply says "Ireland"

NSWGov Gazette 6 November 1833 page 461, Margaret McNamara, Appin, assigned
her husband. The hand written 1837 convict muster per ancestry.com.au also shows
Michael McNamara assigned to her (there is a one line slippage between pages which
confuses the published 1837 muster).

Hunter Valley Directory 1841: McNamara, Michael — settler, Upper Paterson (Jan
1840)
McNamara, Mrs Michael, Margaret (Connor) — Upper Paterson Jan 1840)

H Registration Father's Given Mother's Given District
Number Name(s) Name(s)
MCNAMARA CATHERINE 742{1840 V1840742 MICHAEL MARGARET LK
121A .
Cﬁ}ﬂ M ‘?J_f_
Registration Groom's Family Groom's Given Bride's Family Bride's Given
Number Name Name(s) Name(s) Name(s)
354/1847 V1847354 NORRIE ANDREW MCNAMARA MARGARET
75
948/1847 V1847948 NORRIE ANDREW MCNAMARA MARGARET

95



¢ Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser (MSW : 1843 - 1893) [/ Sat 26 Oct 1878 [/ Paged
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NoRRIE.—On the 6th October, fwlwu Crescent, Ballarat,
Margaret, relict of the latefAndrew Norrie; aged forty-
nine years. 4854

Surname: Norrie

First Name: Andrew

Ship: -

Date: 1853 6 July

Place: High Street West Maitland

Source: MM

Details: Relinquishing business and disposing of stock in trade by public auction. Drapery,
Haberdashery, Hosiery etc

2 Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser (NSW : 1843 - 1893} / Tue llMNov 1862 [ Pagel

MAERRIAGES.

On the 56th instant, at the residence of the bride's mother, by
the Very Rev. Lyneh, Philli R““{E iate of Kaglan,
Firey Creek, Viotoria, to Ann Wintred, third daughter of
the Iate Mr. M'Namara, of Mount Rivers, Upper Paterson.
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The Maitland Daily Mercury (NSW : 1854 - 1939) / 5at26 Oct 1918 / Page5s |

The donth ocenrred on Wednesday, 8th
instant, ot Mount Rivers, Upper Fﬂtﬂl‘lﬂl‘l,
of Mrs. Reilly, whose remainsg wore interr-
ed 1 the private  cemetery,  the Rev,
Father Kicrnan  officiating st the grave.
wide. Mrs. Reillv was bhorn ot Leighford
Peanshurst at  which place  she remained
threo  yenrs, Her father then pure
Mount Rivers where she resided until her
marringe took place with the late Mr. P,
Railly, of “‘\-hmﬁ. near Donman, Bhe was
the first ¢hild to be christened in the Sume
mer Hill Churet by the Rev. Dean liynch,
and the last to be married by him before
leaving the distriet.  Being of a  genial
natire she was heloved hy all for her chari-
table and benevolent disposition, and many
o traveller went away from Mount Rivers
with his wallot well filled.  After the death

'of her hushand she again eame to Mount

Rivers to keep house for her hrother. the
tnte Mr. Francis MaeNamara. Mrs. Reilly
v wnrvived by two sisters, Misy MacNamara,
99 yeare of nge, and Mra. Catherne O'Nedll,
0.  Rhe also had n sister, Mrs. Andrew
Narvie, who dimd in Victoria,
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