
Family history notes – Michael and Margaret McNamara (nee Connor) 

by Brian Walsh, 27 February 2024 

Michael McNamara 

 born abt 1801, native of Newport, County Tipperary, Ireland; 

 married Margaret Connor bef abt 1823; 

 convicted of abduction (probably a Whiteboy activity) at Clonmel in 1827, 
transported to NSW per Eliza with a life sentence, arrived NSW 1827; 

 almost certainly assigned the George Townshend of Trevallyn, Paterson River 
according to the 1828 census of NSW (he is the only Michael McNamara in 
the census without a ship of arrival recorded, and none of others arrived on the 
Eliza); 

 assigned to his wife Margaret (nee Connor) at Appin on her arrival in NSW 
per Caroline in 1833 with their children Francis (aged 10) and Margaret (aged 
7); 

 by January 1840 a settler at Upper Paterson with Margaret and family; 

 Conditional Pardon dated 1 July 1842; 

 died 11 January 1852, aged 51 years; 

 buried at Mount Rivers private Catholic Cemetery, Paterson River (gravestone 
survives). 

Margaret ("Peggy") McNamara (nee Connor) 

 born abt 1797; 

 married Michael McNamara bef abt 1823; 

 arrived in NSW per Caroline in 1833 with their children Francis (aged 10) and 
Margaret (aged 7). They arrived as "wives and families of convicts" under a 
government scheme to reunite families with convicts in NSW; 

 was at Appin, NSW in 1833 when her husband Michael was assigned to her; 

 by January 1840 a settler at Upper Paterson with Michael and family; 

 in July 1841 "Peggy MacNamara" purchased 530 acres on the Upper Paterson 
River from George Townshend of Trevallyn and his wife Elizabeth Botterell – 
NSW Old Systems Title, book W number 811. It is often incorrectly assumed 
that Michael purchased the land but he was still a convict at that time. Peggy 
and Michael evidently named their land "Mount Rivers" in memory of Mount 
Rivers at Newport, County Tipperary, Ireland. 

 died 13 July 1879 at Mount Rivers, Paterson River, aged 82 years; 

 buried at Mount Rivers private Catholic Cemetery, Paterson River (gravestone 
survives). 
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Children of Michael and Margaret McNamara 

1 Francis 

 born abt 1823, baptised on 18 February 1824 at Newport, County Tipperary, 
Ireland; 

 arrived NSW in 1833 (aged 10) with his mother and sister; 

 married Ellen Cecily O'Neill in 1853; 

 died on 31 October 1905 at Mount Rivers, Paterson River; 

2 Margaret 

 born about 1827, arrived Sydney in 1833 with her mother and brother. Married 
Andrew Norrie in 1847, died in Ballarat on 6 October 1878, aged 49. 

3. Ellen 

 born about 1836, unmarried, died at Mount Rivers on 25 December 1925 "in 
her 90th year" [note: not to be confused with her niece of the same name]; 

4. Ann Winifred 

 born at Leighford, Penshurst about 1838; 

 married Phillip Reilly of Wybong near Denman, NSW; 

 after her husband's death, moved back to Mount Rivers to keep house for her 
brother Francis; 

 died 9 October 1918 at Mount Rivers. 

5. Catherine 

 born 1840 (Catholic baptism recorded Maitland NSW); 

 married William O'Neill in 1865, died in 1921. 
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Notes and sources 

Mick O'Neill's website: https://oneillfamily.id.au/home-2/ 

Convict indents, per Eliza 1827 

Michael McNamara, 26 (born about 1801), RC, M, 3 children. Native place: 
Tipperary, farm servant, abduction (with Edward McCann), tried Clonmel 3 April 
1827, life. CP 43/233 dated 1 July 1842. 

Peter Mayberry's Irish convicts site says Whiteboy. 

Margaret and two children arrived 1833, note in margin says "wives & families of 
convicts" 

 

The ditto above simply says "Ireland" 

NSWGov Gazette 6 November 1833 page 461, Margaret McNamara, Appin, assigned 
her husband. The hand written 1837 convict muster per ancestry.com.au also shows 
Michael McNamara assigned to her (there is a one line slippage between pages which 
confuses the published 1837 muster). 

Hunter Valley Directory 1841: McNamara, Michael – settler, Upper Paterson (Jan 
1840) 
McNamara, Mrs Michael, Margaret (Connor) – Upper Paterson Jan 1840) 
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Surname: Norrie 
First Name: Andrew 
Ship: - 
Date: 1853 6 July 
Place: High Street West Maitland 
Source: MM 
Details: Relinquishing business and disposing of stock in trade by public auction. Drapery, 
Haberdashery, Hosiery etc 
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(photo by Linda Hodges) 
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