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Bullock team carrying Cawarra wine casks to Paterson Photo: Theresa Doyle 

Loading casks of Cawarra wine at Paterson Wharf for Sydney Photo: Theresa 
Doyle 
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Advertisement for Cawarra wines 
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Busby placed the entire collection (gathered at his own 
expense and initiative) at the disposal of His Majesty's 
Government 'for the purpose of forming an experimental garden 
at Sydney to prove their different qualities and propogate [sic] 
for distribution those which may appear most suitable to the 
climate'. 3 

By January 1833 the vines had arrived aboard the 
convict transport Camden and were reported to be 'in the 
highest state of health and vigour', in the Sydney Botanic 
Gardens. In 1833 Busby left for New Zealand to take up his 
political and diplomatic appointment as Resident. He also 
published his Journal of a Tour through some of the Vineyards 
t?( Spain and France. In 1834 he published a Journal of a Recent 
Visit to the Principal Vineyards of Spain and France. 

Samples from his collection in the Sydney Botanic 
Gardens were to find their way to other parts of New South 
Wales, Victoria and South Australia but after his departure the 
collection was neglected and eventually destroyed. On a visit to 
Sydney in 1840 Busby noted 'no trace of it was to be found'. 

Fortunately duplicates of the collection were planted at 
Kirkton. The first positively identified Chardonnay in Australia 
came from Kirkton, presumably from the collection and through 
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Casks of Lindemans wines outside the Queen Victoria Building, Sydney 

Cawarra wine casks being carried through Sydney streets to wharves, on their 
way to London 
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Ambrose Laraghy at Kaluna. Whilst Busby was living in New 
Zealand as the British Resident, Kirkton was managed by his 
parents, John and Sarah. It was later inherited by his sister, 
Catherine Kelman, who passed it on to her children, James and 
Catherine Jessie. James Kelman then managed the property and 
married Dr Lindeman's daughter, Matilda. This was how 
Kirkton came within the Lindeman's sphere of influence and 
later control, when Lindemans purchased the property in 1914. 
The last vintage at Kirk ton was in 1924 when I 00 gallons of 
Chablis and I 00 gallons of Burgundy were produced from what 
remained of James Busby's original 1830 vines. 

The Chablis and Burgundy were used by Leo Buring, 
then managing director of Lindemans, to celebrate the centenary 
of Kirkton in 1930. 

KALUNA 
J . A. M. McLean established a vineyard on Smithfield Road 
about one mile from Fairfield railway station in 1887. The 
vineyard was later managed by Mr Ambrose James Laraghy 
who was born at Gresford in 1865 on the Paterson River in the 
Hunter Valley. Ambrose Laraghy, who may have been taught 
viticulture by Dr Lindeman, had established the Durara 
vineyard ncar Tamworth and worked at the Kirkton vineyard in 
the Hunter Valley before becoming the winemaker for Dr 
Thomas Fiaschi at the Tizzana vineyard on the Hawkesbury 
River. 

After Laraghy's death in 1918, his son Arthur Colin 
bought the vineyard from Mr McLean. The Laraghy family 
farmed it until the area was released from the 'green belt' in the 
late 1950s, and was finally subdivided for housing development 
in 1959. The streets known as 'Kaluna' and 'Vineyard' in the 
area record its demise. The vineyard at Kaluna grew mainly 
table grapes until in 1930 Colin Laraghy arranged to purchase 
grapes for wine production from growers in the Mudgee and 
Griffith areas. These were transported by rail to Fairfield goods 
yard and then trucked to Kaluna. 

Colin Laraghy was famous for his Special Reserve 
Muscat, his sherry and port. Whilst on one of his trips to locate 
supplies for his winery, he gave some cuttings from Kaluna to 
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Sunshine Vineyard 

Bullock team at Sunshine An old wine press at Kirkton 

Wine casks at Kirkton winery 
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Casks in the Lindeman cellars in the QVB 
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Kirkton Centenary Parade, 1930 

Workers outside the Corowa winery 
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Kirkton Centenary Parade. 1930 

Workers outside the Corowa winery 

Interior at Corowa winery 
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The winery at Ben Ean 
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Scenes from Ben Ean 

Bill Roth to plant at his Westcourt vineyard. This vineyard was 
later acquired by Bill's brother, Jack, from Craigmoor. 

One of the workers at Craigmoor, Alf Kurtz, had planted 
his own vineyard three kilometres north of Mudgee and, 
impressed by the grapes produced by these cuttings from Kaluna 
and growing in the section called 'White Pinot' at Westcourt, 
obtained some cuttings for his own vineyard. 

The grapes produced from these cuttings were later 
identified by the French viticultural expert Dr Boubals, in 
Australia to advise the C.S.l.R.O. at the horticultural research 
station at Merbein in Victoria, as Chardonnay. Thus Alf Kurtz's 
White Pinot grapes became the first positively identified 
Chardonnay grapes growing in Australia (the most valuable wine 
producing grape in the world according to Dr Boubals). This 
discovery it would seem, was responsible for the current interest 
in planting the Chardonnay variety today. 

One can only assume that Colin Laraghy's father, 
Ambrose, obtained the original cuttings for Kaluna when he 
worked at Kirkton vineyard in the Hunter Valley. 

Another of Ambrose Laraghy's sons, Eric (1900-1960), 
was also a noted 'wine man'. Eric, who possessed a wonderful 
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palate, was trained by Leo Suring whilst they both worked at 
Lindemans in the 1920s. Later, Eric worked for Leo Suring 
when he left Lindemans in 1930 and did consultation work after 
World War II. Eric was known as 'The Nose'. 

VINEYARD AcQUISITIONS 
1915 Lindemans bought Catawba from the Capper family. 
1915 Lindemans bought the name 'Porphyry'. Porphyry is the 

oldest property in the Seaham area and dates from a 
grant on 5 February 1822 to Andrew Dixon. Porphyry 
had been planted by the Reverend Dr Henry 
Carmichael in 1838. He became a member and later 
president of the Hunter River Viticultural Association. 
Porphyry wine was served to Queen Victoria in 1851 
and the vineyard remained in the Carmichael family 
untill915. 

Gavin Dixon Carmichael fought in France in 
World War I and when he left, he gave Power of 
Attorney for his affairs to E. Sparke, W. Scott and J. B. 
Soag. Due to a labour shortage created during World 
War I, work ceased on the vineyard in 1915. Gavin 
Dixon Carmichael was killed in France in 1917. 

The property is now owned by Toby Ralston 
and the Porphyry name is commemorated in Porphyry 
Pearl Sparkling Wines. 

1917 Lindemans bought Warrawee winery and vineyard 
which had been planted by Mr W. Traill in the 1880s. 
Production ceased at the vineyard in 1937. 

1 Eric Ramsden, 'James Busby - The Profit of Australian Viticulture', Royal 

Australian Historical Society Journal and Proceedings, Vol. XXVI Part V, pp 

363 fT. 
2 ibid. 
3 ibid. 
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CHAPTER 8 

LINDEMANS Under 
Eric Lindeman 

In 1918, Charles Frederick Lindeman retired and his son, Eric, 
took over until his death in 1938. Besides managing Lindeman 
and Company Limited, Eric Lindeman was also the winemaker 
at Ben Ean and was responsible for planting the long paddock 
there. He was the last member of the Lindeman family to 
actually work for the Company, although a grandson of Dr H. J . 
Lindeman, Dr Grant Lindeman, was on the Board of Directors 
at one stage. 

During Eric's period of control, Kirkton ceased 
production in 1924; the northern half of the Sunshine vineyard 
was purchased in 1930; and Warrawee ceased production in 
1937. Most importantly, the Company went into receivership. 

The acquisition of all the vineyards over the previous 
two decades meant that the Company had over extended with 
mortgages. These vineyards all centred on the fine, dry, table 
wine producing areas of the Lower Hunter Valley. Unfortunately 
during this time, there was little or no demand for this style of 
wine in Australia - people wanted heavily fortified sweet 
wines. The 1920s also saw the temperance movement gain much 
power and sway public opinion away from all alcoholic 
beverages. Prohibition, as in the U.S.A., was the ultimate 
consequence. 

In 1923, the Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, 
which held the mortgages and provided Lindemans with the 
necessary funds to run the Company, insisted upon appointing 
one of Australia's earliest wine consultants, Leo Buring, as 
manager. Despite his efforts, even he could not alter public 
opinion and reverse the trend. 

Herman Paul (Leo) Suring was born in 1876 in the 
Barossa Valley. His father was one of the founding partners of 
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H. Suring and Sobels, the partnership that was later to become 
Quelltaler Estate. 

Leo Buri ng studied viticulture and oenology at 
Roseworthy Agricultural College where he was Dux in 1896. 
Following graduation he went to Geisenheim in Germany and 
to Montpellier in France to further his studies, returning to 
Australia in 1898 to work for his father and then for Seppelts at 
Great Western. 

In 1895 James Angus bought Minchinbury at Rooty Hill 
from Dr Charles McKay and began modernising the winery. In 
1902 his coup was to obtain the services of Leo Suring as 
winemaker to start making champagne at Minchinbury. Leo 
Suring was at this time one of the pioneers of Australia's early 
champagne industry. 

Leo Suring continued to work at Minchinbury until 1919 
and made Minchinbury internationally famous for its 
champagne. After 1919 he became a consultant to the wine 
industry and moved to his 400-acre property, Leonay, at Emu 
Plains. 

Between 1923 and 1930 Lindemans' indebtedness 
doubled. The Commercial Banking Company of Sydney had no 
alternative but to remove Leo Suring and appoint Mr Nelson as 
a receiver in 1930. During this period, as governing director of 
Lindemans, Leo Suring continued his work as Australia's 
'Ambassador of Wine' by establishing a London branch of the 
Lindeman Company and opening up exports ·for Lindeman 
wines to Canada. 

Also during this period the centenary of the Kirkton 
vineyard was celebrated with a gala dinner: 

To commemorate the Centenary of the Kirkton Vineyards, 
planted in 1830 by James Busby, a very successful and 
interesting Wine Pagent [sic] planned by Mr. Buring and 
carried out by the staff. proceeded through the streets to show 
Svdnev's people what the Wine Industry actually means to 
A-ustralia and what Lindemans mean to the Wine Industry. 

A gala banquet attended by very prominent citizens of 
the Commonwealth closed the centenary proceedings. The 
artistic invitation and menu card printed in colours on 
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Leo Buring in later life 
Photo: Ray Shipton 

Leo Buring in /926, aged 50 

Minchinbury staff c. 1904. From left to right: Johann Christian Kupke, Leo 
Buring. Gus Kupke, unknown, far right, Ben Kupke Photo: Kupke Family 
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parchment is a unique souvenir and a copy has been placed in 
the Mitchell Library as an object of historical value. A feature of 
the dinner was the presentation of wines, Kirkton Chablis and 
St Cora Burgundy 1924 vintages, made from the original vines 
planted in 1830. 

MENU 

Iced Rock Melon 
Kangaroo Tail Soup 
Tasmanian Lobster 

on shell 
Asparagus 

Riverina Black Duck 
and Salad 

Iced Bombe 

Dessert 
Cafe 

(Commerce- June 2nd 

WINES 

Lindeman Montillo Sherry 
Madeira Lindeman 
1924 Kirkton Chablis from 

vines planted 1830 -
Lindeman Kirkton 

Vineyard 
1924 St Cora Burgundy 

from vines planted 1830 
Champagne- Lindeman 

Extra-Dry 
Raisin Liqueur Muscat 
Lindeman Macquarie 

Brandy 1922 
1930 Vol.3 No.6) 

After leaving Lindemans, Leo Buring established Ye 
Olde Crusty Cellars in George Street, Sydney, with Reginald 
Mowatt. Leo Buring and Company flourished, producing the 
most famous white wine in Australia during the 1930s and 
1940s - Rinego1de, a semi-sweet white wine. 

In 1941, Buring purchased the Melbourne wine merchant 
Matthew Lang and Company. Four years later he established 
Chateau Leonay at a small winery at Tanunda in the Barossa 
Valley, originally planted by Gottlieb Hoffmann in 1897. 

The Great Depression required tough economic 
measures. Mr Nelson dismissed approximately two-thirds of the 
staff at Lindemans and soon the Company was profitable once 
more. The Depression, World War II and the size of the 
accumulated debt meant that Mr Nelson's time as receiver 
lasted until 1947. 



CHAPTER 9 

POST WORLD WAR II 
DEVELOPMENT 

Following the Company's release from receivership in 1947, the 
Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, together with the 
Lindeman family, issued a large number of shares to senior staff 
and some external shareholders to compensate for the lack of 
dividends over the previous 25 years. The Lindeman family still 
remained the major shareholder but their control diminished. 

It was at this time that the Lindeman Company 
promoted a very successful group of fortified wines under the 
Montillo label. This enabled them to obtain an extra share of 
the market in addition to their usual table wines. 

~n 1953 Lindemans became a public company, with a 
large share float offered to the public. With this new influx of 
capital a program of expansion, revitalisation and renewal of 
equipment could take place and the Company headquarters and 
cellars were moved to Erskineville in 1953. The cellars were 
moved again in 1960 to larger premises at Marrickville and 
finally in 1973 to Nyrang Street, Lidcombe. This period of 
expansion also saw Lindemans purchase two notable vineyards 
in South Australia and establish another one, thus developing 
their vineyard locations and environments from the strong 
Hunter Valley base in New South Wales. Now Lindemans had 
vineyards for fine table wines in New South Wales (Hunter 
Valley), South Australia (Barossa Valley, Coonawarra, Clare, 
Padthaway), and vineyards for fortified wine on the Murray 
River at Corowa. 

The first vineyard of note was Leo Buring's Chateau 
Lconay (Leo Buring's background has been discussed in the 
previous chapter). 

John Vickery joined Leo Buring as assistant winemaker 
in 1955. It was he who pioneered the 'skin cooling' method of 
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fermentation in 1959, using metal rail tanks that had been used 
for transporting wine, by spraying them continuously with a fine 
spray of water. Later, proper refrigeration was introduced. Once 
the technique had proven itself, John Vickery made superb, fine 
white table wines such as Rhine Riesling. In 1958 he produced 
Sparkling Rinegolde, using the new bulk fermentation. proce~s. 
This wine proved even more popular than the prevtous sttll 
wine, Rinegolde. 

Leo Buring died in 1961 at the age of 85 and the 
following year Chateau Leonay was bought by Lindemans. It is 
ironic to think that the once nearly bankrupt Lindemans Wines 
now owned the business of the bank-appointed Manager - the 
wheel had turned full circle. 

The high standards and consequent reputation 
established by Leo Buring were continued by Lindemans. For 
example, Buring's Reserve Rhine Rieslings, especially those 
made by John Vickery and Reg Shipster, between 1964 and 
1975, have set standards for the industry. 

Lindemans invested a large amount of money upgrading 
the winery by buying new winemaking equipment, including 
refrigeration, and extending the winemaking buildi~gs and 
storage areas. Besides obtaining the 26 hectares of vmeyards 
around Tanunda, Lindemans obtained a further 30 hectares at 
Watervale in the Clare Valley, Buring's Florita Vineyard, when 
they purchased Chateau Leonay. . 

The Florita vineyard gave Lindemans a toehold m the 
red wine producing Clare region but as a part of the separately 
run Leo Buring Group. 

During the 1950s Lindemans had been buying 'reds' 
from Roly Birks at Wendouree, Stanley Wine Company and 
from Clarevale Co-operatives. 

The most popular wine was Leo Buring's Leibfrauwine 
- Australia's largest selling, still, table wine at 340,000 cases in 
1984. 

The second vineyard of note in South Australia bought 
by Lindemans was Rouge Homme (French for the owner's name 
- the Redman family). 

The district around Coonawarra, in the south-east of 
South Australia, is world famous for its red wine. Cabernet 
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Sauvignon and Shiraz are the main grape varieties and John 
Riddoch was the first to plant Cabernet Sauvignon at 
Coonawarra. 

In 190 I, the year John Riddoch died, young William 
(Bill) Redman aged 14 (sixth in a family of seven boys and three 
girls) arrived in Coonawarra with his family. He and his brother 
Albert (Dick) aged 16 were looking for work and found 
employment at Riddoch's Winery, Bill as a cellarman and Dick 
as a grape picker. Eventually, Bill was taken on full time and 
learned wine making from Ewan Ferguson McBain, working at 
Riddoch's until he was 19. 

In 1908, Bill Redman went into partnership with his 
father and two of his brothers. They bought 16 hectares of the 
Riddoch vineyard and in 1909 Douglas Tolley backed them to 
produce wine for export to Britain. 

They had little winemaking equipment and used 
hogsheads without taps for fermentors. Later Bill Redman 
arranged to sell his wine to Woodley wines, provided he could 
produce a light claret style wine. 

Until World War II, Redman's operation was almost the 
sole wine producer in the area. After World War II, with the 
help of his sons Owen and Leonard, who had returned from 
service overseas, Bill Redman continued to make wine for 
Woodley's. 

In 1954 he retired but his sons marketed their wine 
under their own label, Rouge Homme, and by 1965 Coonawarra 
had established itself as a high quality, red wine producing area. 
The big wine companies started to move in. 

Rouge Homme was sold to Lindemans in 1965 after 
Lindemans had decided not to purchase Stanley Wines at Clare 
in 1963, which they needed as the supplier of bulk red wines for 
blending. 

Owen Redman has continued winemaking at his own 
Redbank winery. Lindemans installed Phillip Laffer as 
winemaker and he updated and expanded the winery and 
vineyards. In 1974, John Vickery, one of Australia's best 
winemakers from the predominately white winemaker, Leo 
Buring and Company, was transferred to Rouge Homme, to 
start making their first white wines. 
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Excellent wines were produced in the following years. In 
1982 John Vickery returned to Leo Buring and Company, and 
the current winemaker at Rouge Homme is Greg Clayfield who 
is maintaining John's high standards. 

The Lindeman wines are now mostly named after the 
various vineyards that produce the relevent fruit: 

I. St George Cabernet Sauvignon is named after Surgeon 
Major General Hinton St George, an early settler in the area, 
who originally owned the vineyard which was purchased by 
Lindemans from Owen Wynniatt in 1966. 

2. Limestone Ridge Cabernet Shiraz is made from grapes 
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grown on ground about a ridge of limestone near the surface, 
which was purchased from Redman's in 1965. 

3. Nursery vineyard commemorates the vineyard used to 
propagate nursery cuttings for planting later. This vineyard was 
bought from Childs in 1965. 

4. St Cedds was originally bought from Redmans in 1965 
and the Rouge Homme label includes wine from some of the 
original Redman vineyards. 

Surgeon Major General 
H. B. T. L. Hinton StGeorge, 

on his ninety-sixth birthday 
Photo: Unknown 

SuRGEON MAJOR 

GENERAL HINTON 

STGEORGE 

Henry Benjamin Thomas Lambert Hinton St George was born 
on 7 March 1813 and lived in Hampshire, England. His father 
was Baron Hudson Hinton St George, a special advisor to the 
W?rld Banks and a private bank owner. Young Henry attended 
pnvate school from age 5 to 15, then studied medicine 
specialising in surgery. From 1832 to 1834 he was a student at 
London Hospital before gaining his membership of the Royal 
College of Surgeo~s in 1835. On 25 May 1835, Dr St George 
?ommence~ workmg at the Westminster Hospital. He became 
mterested m the Bengal Army and in 1839 was appointed a 

POST WORLD WAR II DEVELOPMENT 81 

surgeon in the Army. In all, he made three trips to Calcutta 
from England. 

In 1841, Surgeon Major St George married Lady Susanne 
Crocker, a relative of the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire. 
They had met in Calcutta when Lady Susanne was returning to 
England after she had been bridesmaid for her sister June's 
wedding to Dr W. H. Sholl in Australia. Henry and Susanne St 
George eventually had five children - one son and four 
daughters. 

St George retired from the Bengal Army in 1869, with 
the rank of Surgeon Major General. He then moved to 
Tasmania where he practised as a surgeon. Eventually he 
transferred to Adelaide and lived in a home he built at 
Brighton. In the early 1890s, he came to Penola in the 
Coonawarra district of South Australia, as a guest of Mr John 
Riddoch, a well-known local identity. 

Riddoch was selling some of his land for closer 
settlement and development of the local district for fruit 
growing. Riddoch owned Yallum Park, 'Yallum' being the 
Aboriginal word for 'grassy'. It was a grand estate which 
included Yallum House, one of the finest country houses in 
South Australia. Four hundred and fifty-eight hectares were 
divided up into 4-6 hectare blocks, with 12 hectares set aside as 
a township in the centre. Riddoch's daughter-in-law named the 
new fruit colony 'Coonawarra', another Aboriginal word, 
meaning 'honeysuckle' because the area was so well covered 
with honeysuckle. In 1900 Dr StGeorge acquired blocks 7 and 8 
(approximately 8 hectares) and built a large house from Mount 
Gambier stone. An orchard of 700 apricot trees plus apples, 
plums, peaches, almonds, pears and lemons was planted along 
with an 3.4 hectare vineyard. 

Surgeon Major General Hinton StGeorge lived to be 104 
and was the oldest living member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons. The property remained in the Hinton family until his 
grand-daughter-in-law, Mrs Edith Hinton, sold it to Owen 
Wynniatt. Lindemans bought it from Wynniatt in 1966. The 
first St George release by Lindemans was a Cabernet Sauvignon 
in 1973. The 1980 vintage Cabernet Sauvignon won the 
prestigious Jimmy Watson Trophy in Melbourne in 1981 thus 
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testifying to St George's original judgement m planting his 
vineyard at the turn of the century. 

PADTHAWAY 

With large areas of suitable land being unavailable at 
Coonawarra, Lindemans looked elsewhere to expand. Phillip 
Laffer was given the task of finding a suitable area in the 
south-east of South Australia. Lindemans eventually bought a 
440-hectare property owned by grazier Bill Smith at Padthaway 
for $200,000 in 1968. Planting commenced in 1970 mainly of 
varieties to produce white wine, with some Pinot Noir. In 1973 
Mr Sadler sold his adjoining 365-hectare property, Arcona, and 
in 1975 Mr Stanfield sold his similarly sized property. Now 
Padthaway totalled over I I 00 hectares, of which two-thirds are 
vineyards, making it the largest single vineyard in Australia. 
Because of its size, Padthaway is geared to mechanical 
harvesting and pruning. 

Grape varieties Hectares Grape varieties Hectares 

Rhine Riesling 216 Sylvaner 15 
Chardonnay 61 Frontignac 12 
Traminer 51 Semi lion 12 
Shiraz 49 Pinot Noir 10 
Grenache 42 Chenin Blanc 10 
Crouch en 29 Cabernet 
Tokay 21 Sauvignon 8 
Sauvignon Cinsaut 6 
Blanc 19 Muller-Thurgau I 
Verdelhao 19 Experimental 5 

The original purpose of the Padthaway fruit was to 
provide blending material in bulk for Lindeman wineries but the 
high quality of the wine being produced surprised everyone. The 
Padthaway wine therefore has been marketed under its own 
label with great success. For example, the 1984-85 Lindeman's 
Padthaway Chardonnays have dominated wine shows by their 
quality. 

Padthaway fruit is processed mainly at Rouge Homme 
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From left: Ray Kidd. Dr Grant Lindeman and Sir Phillip Charley Photo: Ray 

Kidd 

winery but some also goes to Chateau Leonay and Karadoc. In 
1963, Lindemans purchased a 160-hectare dairy farm north-east 
of Red Cliffs ncar Mildura, in the Sunraysia district. Here was 
erected an enormous complex that is recognised as one of the 
largest, most modern wineries in Australia. Its sole function is 
to process massive amounts of fruit, 50 000 tons of g~apes for 
vintage, representing I 0% of Australia's annual produc~10n from 
local growers, as well as Lindemans vineyards, for Lmdemans 
wine casks. 

Originally thought to produce only 'vin ordinaire', the 
Karadoc winery has produced good quality wine in bulk. The 
success of Ben Ean Moselle financed Karadoc and in fact 
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Karadoc produced the bulk wine for it. In 1979 Gerry Sissingh 
left the Rothbury Estate and rejoined Lindemans at Karadoc as 
winemaker and manager. He realised that there was some good 
fruit being wasted in the 'sea of anonymity' of the casks. In 
November 1982, Lindemans released the Matthew Lang range of 
wines. Matthew Lang, as discussed earlier in Chapter 8, was a 
long-established Melbourne wine merchant taken over by Leo 
Buring in 1941 and finally acquired by Lindemans in 1962. 

The range was based on a Chardonnay Chablis (the 
Sunraysia vineyards can produce dry flinty Chablis-styled wines) 
- a Fume Blanc and a Cabernet Sauvignon. Later, a Rhine 
Riesling was added to the range which has been successful with 
the Cabernet Sauvignon. 

As can be seen, most of the post World War II 
development has been in south-eastern South Australia, and the 
north-western area of Victoria but expansion also took place in 
New South Wales. In 1967 the Steven vineyard at Pokolbin was 
purchased and nine hectares were planted with Shiraz the 
following year. 

In 1971 the largest single existing Lindeman vineyard in 
the Hunter Valley was purchased. Planting commenced at the 
80-hectare Broke vineyard in 1974. Chardonnay, Verdelhao, 
Shiraz and Pinot Noir grapes from these vineyards are processed 
at the Hunter River (Ben Ean) Winery. Also in 1971, Lindemans 
were themselves taken over. 

Phillip Morris, the large United States based tobacco 
company, bought Lindemans for $22.5 million or 31 times the 
Lindeman Company's annual earnings. In 1984 the Corowa 
holdings were sold and the Florita vineyard was also sold as 
part of a rationalisation program. 

The final event in the history of Lindemans was the 
take-over by Penfolds Wines in January 1990. They in turn were 
taken over by the South Australian Brewery Holding in 
November 1990. 

LINDEMAN MANAGERS 

Dr H. J. Lindeman 
Mr Charles Frederick Lindeman 
Mr Eric Lindeman 

1843-1881 
1881-1918 
1918-1938 

Mr Leo Buring 
Mr Nelson (Receiver) 
Mr Harry Davies 
Mr Bert Bear 
Mr Ray Kidd 
M r Peter Barnes 
Mr Ian Mackley 

WINEMAKERS AT BEN EAN 

John McDonald 
Ron Wilkinson 
Eric Lindeman 
Ross Miller 
Gerry Gerathy 
Hans Mollenhauer 
Karl Stockhausen 
Ian Cowell 
Chris Buring 
Gerry Sissingh 
Patrick Auld 
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1923-1930 
1930-1947 
1947-1956 
1956-1962 
1962-1986 
1986-1990 

1990 

1870-1911 
1912-1922 
1923-1938 
1939-1952 

1953 
1954-1959 

1960-1979, 1983-1985 
1980 

1981-1982 
1986-1990 

1990 

FAMOUS LINDEMAN WINES . . 
Dr H. J. Lindeman established a reputation for not releast~g ~ts 
wines until they were sufficiently matured fo.r ap?rectattve 
consumption. So began a tradition of good quality wmes from 

Lindemans. . · h d 
Even the huge Karadoc Winery, whtch was estabhs e to 

produce wine for the bulk trade of flagons and casks, produc.es a 
good quality wine under the Matthew Lang label, espec1ally 
while Gerry Sissingh was the winemaker. The best known 
Lindeman wine would be Ben Ean Mose~le, aimed at the ~~~er 
end of the market, and it was produced m. enormous quantities 
to compete with Orlando's Barossa Pearl w1?e. 

It was the creation of Ray ~1dd when he was 
Lindemans' cellar and vineyards manager tn t~e late l.950s and 
was originally produced from Hunter Sem11lon wtth some 
Verdelhao. During the 1960s and ~ 970s •. Be~ Ean Moselle 
dominated the soft, ready-to-drink, st1ll whtte wtn~ ma~ket. By 
the late 1970s it had stopped being a Hunter regiOn wme and 
had become a consistently blended style made at Karadoc. In 
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fact, the great success of Ben Ean Moselle financed much of 
Lindemans' growth in the 1970s, including the building of the 
Karadoc Winery and the establishment of the Padthaway 
vineyard. 

Today, Leo Buring's Leibfrauwine has replaced Ben Ean 
as Lindemans' popular soft and sweet, ready-to-drink, blended, 
still white wine. 

The larger wine companies such as Lindemans have 
introduced new technology to Australia's wine industry. Two of 
the most important introductions have been refrigeration and 
stainless steel pressure tanks for the fermentation process. 

Prior to the installation of the pressure fermentation tank 
at Ben Ean in 1956, great gold medal winning wines had 
consistently been made there but now lighter, more acid, more 
refreshing, more youthful (younger) •drink now' still white wines 
could be made. Hans Mollenhauer and Karl Stockhausen have 
produced superb classic Hunter wines, especially the four figure 
Bin numbers from Semillon and Hermitage grapes. 

Karl Stockhausen made marvellous white 
Burgundy/Chablis styles from Semillon using no oak - after 
5-7 years these wines transformed into Hunter classics. 

The big reds of the 1930s and 1940s from the Ben Ean 
vineyard have been considered truly great by wine experts such 
as Dr Max Lake. 

Lindemans are master blenders, blending their wines 
from grapes from their various vineyards. This interchange of 
grapes occurs more in South Australia where Lindemans have 
the Leo Buring, Rouge Homme and Padthaway vineyards for 
their raw materials. 

As stated elsewhere, the Leo Buring label is noted for its 
whites and the Rouge Homme label for its reds. The Padthaway 
vineyard provides grapes for both these wineries but also for its 
own label made at Coonawarra. 

The Padthaway vineyard and climate are ideal for 
growing the Sauvignon Blanc grape as well as others, and 
modern classics are emerging from this vineyard. 

CHAPTER 10 

MISCELLANEOUS 
LINDEMAN FACTS 

Family Motto: 
Fide sed cui vide 

Have Trust, But Be Careful Whom You Trust 

Dr H. J. Lindeman allegedly said: 
·The one purpose of Wine is to bring Happiness to Man'. 

Variations of Dr H. J. Lindeman's Signature and 
Initials: 

Because his writing was so poor (as is common amongst 
doctors), Dr Lindeman's initials have been variously writte~ as 
W. T., W. F., W. G. and W. L. instead of the real H. J. Vanous 
wine books and authorities have made this mistake and one 
could imagine that there were five Dr Lindemans. In Chapter 5, 
one can see the incorrect initials in the correspondence reported 
in the N.S.W. Medical Gazette. 

The Lindeman Family Stained Glass Windows at St 
Anne's Church at Gresford 
Dr H. J. Lindeman is buried in the graveyard at the back of ~t 
Anne's Church at Gresford. The Lindeman children and their 
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St Anne's Church. Gresford 

descendants worshipped there and when a family member died, 
each was remembered with the placing of a stained glass 
window in the church. 

One window is a memorial to Arthur Holden Lindeman 
and shows bunches of grapes~ another is dedicated to Edward 
Bramhall Lindeman. 

The window dedicated to Arthur Henry Lindeman 
depicts Jesus surrounded by a grapevine with Cawarra 
homestead in the background and the words 'I am the true vine' 
across the top. 

Captain George Sidney Lindeman (1845-1911) 
A nephew of Or Henry John Lindeman, Captain Lindeman (son 
of Or Lindeman's brother, Sidney Alfred Lindeman) was born 
in London in 1845 and joined the Royal Navy in 1859. In 1867 
he joined the H.M.S. Virago as part of the Australian Squadron. 
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Lindeman windows at St Anne's church Gresford Lindeman windows Photo: Author 
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The Virago was then surveying inside the Great Barrier Reef 
and .sub-Lieutenant Lindeman had the honour to give his name 
to Lt~deman Island in the Whitsunday Passage and also named 
a . potnt after Dr Lindeman's property, Cawarra. Captain 
Ltndeman later commanded the New South Wales Naval 
Forces. 

Dr Grant Bramhall Lindeman 
One of Dr H. J. Lindeman's grandchildren also entered the 
medical profession - he was Dr Grant Lindeman who practised 
as a dermatologist in Macquarie Street, Sydney, for nearly 50 
years. 

. Dr G. B. Lindeman served on the Board of Lindemans 
Wme~ and ~as the last member of the Lindeman family to be 
associated with the wine company. 

He died on 25 September 1968 aged 82 years, at 
Newcastle, New South Wales, following a heart attack. 
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Dr Norrie was commissioned by the Lindeman Company to write 
the official history of Australia's first winemaker. 

Until recently, Dr Lindeman's life has been a romantic collection 
of unsubstantiated tales handed down from generation to generation. 
Only now has Dr Lindeman's life been properly investigated. Philip 
Norrie has used professional research workers, archivists and 
genealogists, both in England and Australia, to help solve some of 
the mysteries of his life. · 

Australia has a unique tradition of its medical practitioners 
establishing vineyards. Dr William Redfern began it with his vineyard, 
Campbellfields, south-west of Sydney, in 1818. Dr Henry John 
Lindeman was Australia's first truly commercial 'wine doctor'. In 1843 
he founded his winemaking empire which eventually became one of 
Australia's largest wine companies. 
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