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YIKING SPARN
ﬁ

Up to about the m
means the farmers had
the Sydney market was

iddle of the 19th Century
of getting the products o

by the early steamers, "Sophi %
'Phunnixﬂ' "?1cturln“, and uRﬂ..uy v Sophia Jane,

s belonging to the then Hunter
River Steam Navigation Company. At one stage thia Company had
R0 competition, and as is usuall

Y the case in such ecirc t -
inereased their freight charges ' usstances,

. to an exorbitant amount, and
became mo independant that they freque

leaving the produce upon the bank.,
felt by the farmers all along the river,

King resolved to better those conditions both for himself and
for hia long-suffering neirhbours, At Eccleston, on the Williamg
River, McPherson's ship-yard had a schooner in the course of
construction, and King inspected the veasel on the slipa. Ille.
bought her as she stood and had her completed according to hims
own ideas. On her launching he had her named "Dart",

Eventually she came into commission and regularly plied between
the llunter and Sydney with produce. To the general satisfaétion
of the farmers, he so cut freights that he obtained a large share of
the riverside trade. So effective was his competition that eventually
the steamship company discontinued the custom of stopping along

the river to pick up their cargocs, and confined their activities
to the Sydney-Newcastle-Morpeth run, - :

the only available
f their labours to

ntly passed farms by,
General disaatisfaction wvas

TNFE ADVENTUROUS "“DAKT"

This flrutlvanaul'ut the farmer-shipowner had an adventurous
¢arcer. A trim little schooner of ‘150 tons burthen, very sea-worthy
and a fact sajiler, earned her owner a good retura for years, even

going to the northern rivers for freights during the slack seasons
on the llunter, f
She was commanded by a Captain Smith, who, as events later proved,
had his eye on the main chance. On one occassion tidings of the
vensel were Jate in arriving, and enquiries revealed that the-
captain hud gone beyond his owner's orders, and.had sajiled off
sorth with the schooner, She was reported at Brisbane, and King
at once followed her to the northern capital only to find that
she had sailed further north bofore his arrival. Ile followed as
far as several of the North Queensland ports, where he learned .
that she had gone off to the islands of tho Coral Sea on a
'blackebirding' cruise, : |
¥hen he discovered that his "Dart" was engaged in the lucrative
but nefarious traffic in 'black ivory'=--capturing island natives
and selling them to the Queensl;nd plantations---he determined to
resover her at all costs and bring her skipper to book.
" At Townsvilie he chartered a vessel and began a chase through
the Pacific which led them on many wild=goose chase and occupied
many months, during which time the '"Dart" succeeded in making
several successful raids in the true Bully !layes atyle. Now the
viking began to showv itself, and, regardleass of cost, King
* followed up every clue until, eventually, he caught up with her, g
S8he was about to sail with her cargo of 'black ivory' below = - =
hatches when he came into the island harbour and she was caught
red-handed and her captain arrested,
For his piracy the captain did soveral years penal servitude and
bad his 'ticket’ cancelled; the "Dart" returning to her old
business under a new command sent up fros Sydney. But the whole
experience of the schooner's purloining and her subsequent
engagement in the iniquitous slave trade, which her owner was so
greatly opposed to, sade him detcrmined to get rid uf.h-r as soon
as possible, :
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THE "IARRIET KING®

09 his return from the island chase, and subsequent to the
court proccedings, and

vhilst still running into the "part", King
entercd into arrangements with her builders to lay down a i

larger vessel for him. The keel of this vessel, a brig of some

-, 200 tons, vwas laid in 1860, and when her hull vas launched

" under the namo of "Harriet King" in honour of his wife, she
‘Was towed round from the Williams River into the Hunter, &nd

-~ thence up stream and into the Paterson, and anchored off his

home farm, whore she was finished off and rigged under the -

" supervision of a young draughtsman named John Roderick, who
-had been loaned to McFPherson by Mort's Dock of Sydney. This

young man fell in love with the owner's daughter, Sarah, vhom
he married on the completion of his task,

During her outfitting the beautiful brig attracted much

attention, and her progress was wvatched by a much wider circle
than that of the neighbouring farming coumunity, g )

Mr. 2nd Mrs. King were very generous people who loved their
church, and many were Lhe benefactions bestowed upon needy causes,
To celebrate the completion of the "Marriet King”, and just prior
to her maidan voyage, a grand tea-meeting was held on board to

vhich crowds of people came Irom the surrounding districts as
far as Maitland and Newcastle, |

Mrs. King wam rcnowned cook, and the whole of the food for
that great event was prepared by her. It was a great success,
and the whole of the proceeds were given for the refurnishing
of the Methodist Church at Morpeth, of which they were members, -
and of which Mr, King was the circuit steward for upwards of
balf a century, - £ i

The brig's first commander was Captain Champion, whose wife

alvays accompanied her husband an his voyages, and was greatly
beloved by the whole complement, 3

“After being put into commission the brig commanded and advent=
urous carcer in the Pacific, frequenting New Zealand, the Islanda,
most of the Australian ports, and- even across the Pacific to
Yalparaiso. : . |

The owner now felt freer to leave the farm im the hands of his
boys whilst he indulged in his love of the sea, and frequently
‘sailed with the "llarrict King"” on her many voyages.

lle eventually szold the "Dart", whick, after a long life at sea,
became a coal hulk in Sydney harbour, and it speaks well not only
for her builder, but for the quality of the timber of which she

vas constructed, that, after sixty years, she is still afloat in
““. * vl . - » . ' .
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._'?'}'-_ groundwork prepared. Contracts were concludad with Sydbey firms for the

- idea of building & ship himself--this one to be the largest and best of his

v;3-

CHAPTER 6,

e f— :
EHIPBUILDER,

Not l:untnnt with owning two vessels, this enterprising man conceived the

fleet, He talked over his idea with his elder sons, two of whom had &
pronounced stirain of the viking loyve of ships in their veins, always making
models of various types of ships, and quite skilled in the use of many kinds
of tools., They had also played no small part in the fitting out of the
"Harriet King," under the supervision of their brotherwin-law, Roderick.
The, boys were all enthusiaom, John Roderick was brought up from Bydney to
be taken into their counsel, and arrangements were msoon entered into with
Mort's Dock for his temporary loan for the great enterprise, Dr. Scott

was interviewed with regard to timbor, and he readily agreed to give all the
timber that would be required from the forests upon his various -ltlul.
and  'wished them every success,

Plans were then drawn, calculations arrived at, and much pr-].ininnry

supply of canvas, chains, ropes and other gear, all being brought up b',y

S ndg own vessels to his plnr.:n lt ‘ilnllllnng. Workships were built and | .'}

accommodation pruvidad for, thn lrtin.anl who would be employed; huge saw-
pits were erected over the :rivar bank for tho purpose of sawing the logs

- which were to be’ drnn from the forests within a radius of 20 mileas from

his farm; a lnrge lug was hollowed out and cnnnactud with a boiler for

the purposa of steaming the planks into the required shapes; and finally
= ﬂirﬂr was preparedupon *The Pnint." s prnjacting piece of lnnd on hil
farn 1u a ben:l of the river. ' - .

|

These prilininnrill cmncod in tho yulr 1362 and took several months '70 _
complete, e

BUILDING OF THD "SOVEREIGN" .

In an article which appeared in the "Sunday News" under date 17-7-16385, ’
vhich accompanied a photograph of the graceful vessel in full sail, the

author mid, inter alia, "The barque was

"constructed on the banks of the Paterson River 60 years ago :

*under 'Lloyd's special survey and sailed to all parts of the Ly
*world, She was a great advertisement for Australian Tiamber, PR s
"for the whole of the wood used tn her construction was : | P
"zathered within a radius of 20 miles of Edward King's farm, 5 :
"being hewn from the forests nearby, built ty a farmer-
"shipwrizht. BSuch is t_h. hiltnry of this historic vessel v o
"built in Australia,", " " . e

Iing himself nlucted the trees that were to fall to the axe, and :up-rint-nd..
ed the hluling of the huge lugl by Jinker to the saw-pits where mawysrs cut
the Ingl into planks by means of lony upright saws--one warker being stationec

on s ltng'ing erected above the log, whilst his mate was in the saw=pit
beneath, the saw gradually biting its way down the whole length of the logz.
There were no power-driven circular saws, planing machines, or other modern
conveniences, Little wonder that this hercule n tnk occupied yur- nf

hlrd mull lnbour

m keel of the new vessel was laid down on th. n'ipnrod slip at the point
in 1363. ‘and lhiptrightl were brought up from Bydney to commence the builcding.

The mjlutod vessel was to be a three-masted barque of 300 tons burthen,
and all her .fittings were to be worthy of the flagship of her owner, who
intended to have her christened "Australian Sovereign,” though this fact

he and his Ii.ft kept a umt until the actual launching,
ﬁ'

-
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!'lo' commenced those years the memory of which has been handed down in

thi various branches of the family as "while the vessel was building."

. For the younger members of the family they were full of excitement, and

for the older ones increasingly interesting work, whilst for the mother of
.8 large family they would have been busy years in any case, but she insistec
doin: all the cooking fot the employeos. The timber~cutters, teamsters,
Sawyers, shipwrights, riggers and others 1ived in cabins mt the Point

“_ and all came to the homestead for meals. A flagatall was erected near,

the home, tho uil—-mnknr making a special "dinner-flag” which impishly

hul upon it the face of a man with his thunb and fingers protruding
. from the nose in the attitude of "swearing® as the youngsters called it,

Thil comical flag was always flown when the meal was ready, and was

..the signal for & general line-up of toilers around the long table, all

Pakdy o
ey

of whom did full Justice tn Mrs, King's bauntiful enokina'.

- WLABOUR® 'rmunw

, The whole of thg work was undar the nuperintendamn nt ‘John nodariﬂk-

__ A very qlllﬂt—apokan man who ‘I'ﬂl greatly respected by all and who - ),
- usually manayed .to kﬂap tho peace between the various types of -

tradesmen amplnyod But nwr the yeara tho work went on not without
_its labour trnuhlal. muinly due to the fact that most of the men :

.. had come from Sydney, and fm.lnd the pel.mfu]. country life, so far

‘tm thaeir UIHH-]. haunts, to be a little too peaceful, and longed for the
"l'rinp-dnnrl and the Imt-light'l glare, Bometimes the men would pgo off

;.. : to Newcagtle to spend their wages on a "bender," which might keep them unfit
.. for work for some days, or perhaps those who offended too often would be
"_diniuad and fresh hands would have to be brnught up from 8ydney, and in

any case it would mesn a hold-up of the work.. There were also the wet
seasons. to contend with when tarpaulins would have to be hurriedly erected.

But u th. whaln the work proceeded more, ur lnn without urioul dtllr'

o e = o P - g nl b Xy o, ) ; : i i\ ; -,-‘_,; .-1
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’ There wore nn mdn roads through tha flr- and forests in those days and
heavy rains occasionally held up the lng—jinlmrl, which became stuck in
the dup nud and hnd to be du.g' out, leaving great yaping wheel-tracks.
line monpnnind ‘the timber-gattarl uftar one of these wet seasons in
order to mark some mnru ltund:lng- timher iur tutur- axes, snd rode homeoon
the top of = lng. Throughﬁ,tho bunh there were many tracks which criss-
crossed their pgh and made the going particularly rough., As the result of
an unusually halvy jolt he bacame unseated and fell-fortunately into a

_.Yery large rut over which the jinker was passing. Before the team could

be brought to a halt, one of the huge wheels which carried one end of the
ll-llp-ld.-d log puud right. over his body. which was pressed down into

the rut ude br a team in thu wot unon.t Furtunttulr the surrounding

. ground had hardumd. so that thn wheel did not sink into this ¢ oss-rut, but
pl-lud nﬂr 1t; nthmiu 11: rnuld hnw mnt tho end nr the enterp 'ce.

~ One of th. sons who had observed the fall, rushed up expecting to ses hil
“father crushed to death. "Are you alripght, father?" was his anxious

" enquiry. From the depths of the rut came the familiar voice which had
lapsed into the Eullmr. d:l.llmt. "I bar'nt killed, but I be literally
smoshed;" < ' P4 3 . :

Hnum_ that proved to _bo'ln exagperation, far, on being extricated from
the mud it was found thétno bones were broken, though he had received .
many bruises, and in a few days was non the worse for his narrow escape.

“& .

-
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Sonetimes ran shore Natessiiiors 1M¢ﬂl‘tl1n Supplies for the vessel

by river., They would leave in the

-

. the port, for there
.“¢+ and this they diwmcovered on o

. It was almost -impossible to pull the heavy ship's boat against the tide,

requent viasits of the "Harriet King,"
ould take one of the ship's whale-
As3tlo for them, a distance of 35 Miles

early morning ing d
falling tide. Their business would have to ba hu LA st

ne of their trips to bo most painfully true,

~% v and aftar struggling for a few miles and making no headway, they were

coapelled to tie up at the bank of the river and wait for the next tide.
Mostly, however, they were able to judge things botter and would arrive
home late the same night. What a boon a modern motor-boat would h ave:
been to those young men. b SRR % 7 e ik
After two years, during which the hull was being constructed upon the
slips,.the vessel was ready for:launching. Much:interest had been shown
by many visitors during the: building, her graceful lines and clippsr bow
giving promipe of.speed, so when' the launching was announced large crowds
cane from Maitland.and:Newcastle. . Those:from the latter place came mostly

i

| .. ©on the small steamers which ran excursions for tbe purpose, while others

case by train to Maitland, and thence per an assortment of vehicles. Locals
Yere iq;y_-.qu;ng_m_-'bpth; banks, and every vantage point was soon crowded.

: lhvinz!.n n'inf:l ;thi mnainufﬁi—, tu-llauting that was 'hq;l._d on board the "Harriet

King®™ on her completion, Mr., and Mrs. King decided to celebrate the launching

. - of . the “Sovereign" with a still greater tea-meeting, This time, however, |

v

Bt they realized; that dt would not be.possible to hold the 'function on board,
- e fory it -would:-be impossible to accommodate the number:of pecople‘who had :
~ . promised to be present; £o0.it would b> held on the farm under canvas.

Large marquees were brought up from Sydney for the great occasion, and when
they were mrected, together with other structures made from the vessels
buge sails, and all decorated with gaily flying bunting, the scens must
bave looked like a gigantic circus in a sylvan setting.

As previously, the whole of the’ ebaking arrangements were in the capable
hands of Mrs. King, who had a band of willing helpors in her daughtors _
and neighbours, No expense was-spared to make this not only a red-letter

5 day in the life of th.‘rumn_hip-hundar..but Rl1s0 & Ilclnrnh.'g- one in j;ho

history of the Riwer,

"It was & beautiful day, and a more beautiful scems could hrdly be conceived.
The blue hills in the distance, the green lucerne flats, the winding

river with its seried ranks of weeping willows, the beflagged tents, the
ﬁ:l_lz- lrrlyld EfMl.-*thﬂ-_ltmi with their many passengers, and finally
®The Point" with its slip-way surrounded by flags in the midst of which lay
Lhy uﬁjﬁﬁ" of all this excitement--the vessel vhiul; was mn to taks to.!;fr '
aative element, . - fa SiEne e e keI

As the hour approached, the officialparty moved to the staging under the
bow of the ship, the vast crowds lining the river began to cheer and the
steamers caught the infaction of the moment and their ghrill cock-a=doodle-
dos frightened scores of birds out of the trees in which they had taken
shelter from the unusual crowds that seemed to bo everywhere.

Though, of course, unheard by the crowd, Mrs. King, in a neat Jittle lpu-ch.
maned the ship "Australian Sovereign,” and as the time-honoured wine -;:1;:
upon the clipper's bow, the order was given, and the vessel began to sl

into the water to the lmunplnmunt of renewed cheering rrﬂtu“’:d'ufm ;
stronger blasts from the steamers. |

v

1
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ON THE PROGRAMME.

The launchi
ng did not go without a h |
RSt ropas s itch, however, for one of the

: the Ty varTon stuck in the mud oo tltrliﬂn and the vessel slid acroass

he opposite bank oun
Coaing to rest apainst ' ank, her rakish counter
S i the chimney of am farm-house which was built

Cheers rent the air and whi -
stles blew their loudest at thi
item of entertainment, but another laugh wos coming, A ln:g:n::::z:&d

nd top hats--willingly laid hold of the
FOope in an attempt to free the ship from the mud., All being ready, the

order to pull was given and the strain taken Up. The vessel was firmly
establisghed in her mud nest, however, and across the farm A tug-o'-war

was in progress, though all the man
power was on the one side as inst
the tenacity of the mud on the other, : =

The first pull proving unsuccessful, many more pecple ferried themselves
across the river to add their weight, and once more the strain was :
taken up-=this tine by upwards of 600 men. When the full weight came,
suddenly the rope broks, and the hundreds of willing workers were 7
pr.cipitn?ad heels-oyer-head, with top-hats flying in all directions!

: N ;
This was to signal for prolonged hilarious laughter, in which the victims
Joined as heartily nﬁ the onlookers, many declaring that the trip up
frqu Nﬂwcqltln:wnn r@rth it for that sight alone.

Further efforts of this kind were abandoned, and the pleasure steamers

were brought into the picture, ropes being passed from them to the
refractory ship, which, as though scorning the lubberish attempts of

the landsmen, bowed gracefully to craft of her native elemeant, and moved
serensly out of the mud into mid-stream from where she was warped alongside
the piers and moored,

FHE TEA MEETING,

The crown now mde for the huge tents for the tea-meeting, which was
something far more sumptuous th n the equivalent modern afternoon tea.
We would have called it a "Banquet,"” hut the name "tea-meeting® had been
handed down for gunerations among the people called "Methodists,” and

80 tea-meeting it was, At the official table were some of the more
prominen’ guests, many of whom made congratulatory addresses, and wished
the new ship every success, Mr, King responded to all the speeches iu
him owmm inimitable style, his witticisms provoking roars of laughter.

. The singing of the "Doxology"™ brought the proceedings to an end
officially, but when the crowds dispersed and three cheers had been
given to Mrs. King and her assistants, the steamers taking the happy
excursionists back commenced too=tooting their farewells, which lasted

for some miles down the river, '

All had the feeling that if good wishes meant anything, the new ship

. "had made a good start, and that a memorable page had been turned in the
"+ history of the River, and, indeed, in the maritime history of Australia,
As on the previous occasion, the whole of the proceeds were given towards

the erection of a mew church in the neighbourhood.

W

The launching successfully over and the vessel securely moored against

the piers, upon which staging had been built from the shore, the work

of fitting out commenced--the huge masts had to be stepped, cabins built, |
bowsprit and spars rigged, and all the running gear attached. As the work
progressed, the Paterson River continued to be the scene of apilgrimage

of ship lovers, the bending of the sails proving particularly apectacular,
On one very calm day the full cloud of sail was bent on a2l mists, as
though she was in the cpen ses, It must have teen a glorious sight

when avery stitch she was to carry was exposoed to view--a fully rigoed
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barque in ful} sail upon a calm

river with a background of weeping willows,

Foriod befycs srealocontinued wLthot o bresth of air and 411 tho sat ver
| . @ wonders how she would have
canvas had a strong wind er o behaved thus crowded with

During the months of her fitting-out, the "Harriet King" came up river with
supplies and gear. Her skipper at the time was Captain SBmith == No relation to
the skipper who had absconded with the "lart" somo years before., He was a

good seaman but had a higher estimation of Captain Smith than many others had
As he watchod tha progress of the "Bovereign," he pictured himself promoted -
to be her master, and had so convinced himself that the owner would follow

this course, that he openly boasted that he would be the "Bovereign's"™
first skipper, |

But the owner had other ideas, and engaged Captain Kindred as her first

master., Undar him the barque was takair in tow to Newcastle to receive her
first cargo, coal, for Hong Kong,

BAILOR BONS,

The sail-maker who was omployed on the "Sovereign" was an old sea-dog with

& repertoire of yarns from the seven seas, and nothing delighted the boys more
than to hear him spin a yarn., He would hold their attention for houra with
ht; colourful accounts of "a life on the ocean wave." The imagination of one
of the younger sono, Abrem, was fired with the old sailor's stor os, and he
determined to go to sea at all costs., 8o strongly did the viking strain
course through his veins that he made up his mind that he would sail with

the "Sovereign", permission or no permission.

The parents talked the matter over, and decided that the best course to take
would be to let the yound man cure himself by having a taste of salt water
under conditions in the "“foks'l," though they were averse to his crossing the
world without some other member of the family to keep a friendly eye upon him,
Bo it was arranged that two of his elder brothers, William and Albert, should
also sail on the maiden voyage.

These young men had been working on the vessel from the start, and werv delighte
- at the opportunity to see the world. Purposely, therefore, one of the cabins
. was left incomplete, to account for their joint presence on board in order to
ocoaplete the work, They were signed on a ship's carpenters, while the more
impetucus spirit had to sail "before the mast,” hisperents wisely thinking
that under these conditions he would be the more likely to be contonded with
& less adventurous life, : : - ]

LEAVE TAKING,

When the cargo was all stowed, father and sons came to Newcastle to join the
vessel, the owner naturally wishing to see the pride of his fleet set out
upon her maiden voyage. Newcastle vas very interested in the graceful barque
that had been built by local enterprise, and when she left her moorings and
was being towed to sea, crowds lined the wharves and breakwater to bid her
fatewell and see how she took to the sea.

The owner remained on bcard proudly pacing the poop and noting with pleasure
bow she rode the seas as gail after sail was cargssed by the breezs, until
the tug was about to cast off, and then, having given his blessing to the boys
who were leaving home for the first time and would be away for many months,

he accompanied the pilot aboard thé tug. But on the return trip his eyes

were glued to his beautiful creation, which was now crowding on her wings and
and leaning over ta the freshening breseze.

“»



The tug b

when :ﬁ;h::uzzn;:ﬂlyiinlt 0ff, and the vessel beginning to feel her feot,
- sallor bepan t 4

and began to feel that can 1o experience his first bout of mal-de-mer,

it wap all =
%0 violently 111 that h "p.MaE hisbut it wasn't, He bocame

© made sure he was gouing to die
and his brothers
became concerned for him, and reported his condition t; the captaim. The

:khiltwpnh: vas used to seeing poople in this condition and agsured the brothers
would be alripght in time, but visited the boy just the same. Abram
Pleaded with the captain to put in at Port Stevons which they wero now
passing, declaring thut if he would do go he would gladly walk hceeon his
head! After some days he recovered, but all visions of spending his 1l1ife
at sea were dispelled for ever, and throughout the trip he never succeeded

in gaining his sen legs sufficliently to cause him to reconsider his
determination to keep away from salt water. 2

A FAMILY ROMANCE,

The "Sovereign" proved herself very sea-worthy much to the delight of the
sons who had taken such pride im her building, She had a good run up the
Australian coast, but in the tropics met with variable winds., The fairway
for sailing vesscls had always been through the 8t. Georga's Channel,
which lies between .the islands of New Britain and New Ireland, but owing
to contrary winds which drove her some hundred miles to the east, tha
captain decided that, instead of attempting the long task back to the
channol, he would sail up the eastern shores of Now Ireland, and rejoin
her former course north of the Admiralty Group. All went well till they
were three parts of the way along New Ireland, when, for a couple of days,

they lay becalmed midway between the mainland and a group known as Tabar,
or the Gardnor Croup,

In those days the inhabitants of both islands were savage cannibsls, and
they were not appreciating the fact that they were becalmed in such waters.
Bome of the crew soon detected smoke signals risinz from both islands,
and could distinctly hear the tatoo nf war drums, It was not long before
8 fleet of war canoes approached from both disastions. The savajes soon
surrounded the ship and attempted to board her. The captain warned all
hands of Lthe danger of allowing them on board, and so peaceful measures
were tried, and trinkets which had been brought for the purpose of tradings
should the opportunity offer, were thrown to the cances. At firsat the
matives exchanged fruit, vegetables, and curios for the trinkets, but it
soon became apparent that they were only skirmishing whilst their
companions were endeavouring to gain a Joothold on board,

It took the crew all their time to ward off these attempts, and presently
the drums were beaten and the leaders held a council of war, which resulted
in a concerted attenmpt to force their way. The captain served out the twelve
guns which were kept in his cabin for emergencies. Thia certainly looked
such o time, for the canoces were now ranged alongside, and had it not

been for the firearms, they might well have been at the mercy of these
bowling devils. 7 NS

At a8 signal from the captain a volley was fired over their heads, and when
the smoke cleared it was evident that the savazes were scared, for the whole
fleet was moving back to the shore as fast as theirpaldles could prop .
them, Another volley helped to speed them on their way, and though a strict
watch was kept, no further attempt was made on the vessel,

All were greatly relisved when a favourable wind sprung up the following day
and the "Sovereign" drew out of harm's way. : g O

As a 1ittle boy, the writer had often handled some strange things which he
wvas told were island curios that his \mcles had obtained on their voyage
to China. There were curiously carved combs, mats, spears, headdresses,
eto, which filled his mind with wonder. Little die he dream that ons day
In_ should see such things at first hand.
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E:lih: century later, the prandson of the owner of the
= t same coast of New Ireland as a miesionar
ssionary to the natives of Tabar--the

:;:c;u;rn::dad his grandfather's vessel so long before: and the curios
O had wondered at as a lad he now gaw in daily use. He was

pPrivileged to see these descendants
of cannibals changed i -
civilized, and very lovable people. B HESS P oV aks

"SovereiimW came
Y. and was the pioneer
descendants of the savapges who

CHINA,

The vessel later had a brush with those intrepid pirates of those days--
the "Malay pirates," but she outsailed them, and some days later ran into

& typhoon in the China Sma. She weathered the storm like a thoroughbred,
and eventually made Hong Kong, |

Here she discharpged her cargo, whilst the three brothers explored the
island, doing all the "sights," and making many purchasos of eastern
curiosities to bring back to relatives and ewveothearts, The crossed

to Kowloon and other places, and generally made the most of the weeks
spent in port.

During the VOoyage the younger son cathered a wealth of information which
must have been put to practical use in his professicn in later life,

for he becsme a schcolmaster. How intiresting his geography lessens
must have been, and how the youngaters must havo froequently sought to
"draw him out" by asking leading questions about' the Orient!

HOMEWARD BOUND,

The great tea-clipper races were then at their height, and such weil-
nown fliers as Thermopalae, 8ir Lancelot, Lightning, and Cutty Bark

were usually first to be loaded with the new season's tea,and start

the great race round the Cape for the Lordon market. Whilst waiting at
Canton for their cargo, the hoys could take in the beautiful lines and
towering masisof many of these racers to their heart's content, and though
their own departure was delayed, they were anply rewarded for their
inaction by gazing at -the continual movement of world-famous clippers
threaded their way through a maxe of junks to and from the harbour.

At last she obtained a place where she could be loaded and with & full
cargo, all of which had been carried on the shoulders of coolies, she

cleared the harbour, southward bound, Fair winds brought her again to
the tropics, where, however, she ran into the doldrums, and weeks were

spent withuut making much headway. The run down the Australian coast
was uneventful, and the farmer's sons felt very homesick when the vessel
was abrecst of newcastle, though too far out to see the familiar land-

parks,

W

When rounding Cipe Howe they raninto southerly gales, the vessel shipping
BRany seas :but the stout craft behaved splendidly, albeit some of the cargo
was danaged by water. The weather continued rough through the Strait,
andall were glad when the tug came out of Port Phillip and took her in

tow, eventually to tie up at the Melbourne wharves,

The boys did the sights of fhu southern capital for some days whilst
avaiting a passage back home. At last theyboar:ded aSydney-bound ltimr.
and at the latter port transshipped to the Newcastle packet, and thence

homa, where a grestwelcome awaited them.

Thus ended the maiden vuylg& of the lagest locally built transocean
vessol of her day, which marked another milestone in the career of her

farmer-shipbuilder owner, The vessel wade several long voyageas in ?lrl
' career, including America and China, but never again with the owner's sons

as penters of her crew,

*
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REVERSES

During the time the "Sovoreign"
Yas rife as to whom her Gommand woul
b¢ remebbered that Smith, commander of the "llarriet King", had

fully expected to be
promoted to the larger v
boasted that he would s < P

Great was his chag

by the owner, and the command given to Captain Kindrede--an now
comor! He felt that he had been discredited in the shipping
world, and that seamen in all the taverns from Nowcastle to
'Prisco would have the laugh on him, 8o badly did he take what
he called his 'disgrace', that there were not a few who warned
the owner that the skipper of the "llarriot King" had vowad to
get even with his employer for thus lowcring hie dignity, and
adviged him to get rid of the man. King spoke to the skipper,

vho, to serve his own ends, professed that everything was alright,
and the owner felt that everything would blow over,

had been abullding, speculution
d be entrusted, and {t will

LOSS OF "IIARRIET KING"

The injured man bided his time, and for several trips there-

~ after nothing happened whilst the vessel carriecd meagre cargoes,

but the grudge had now become an ohsession, and when the brig

vas carrying her most valuable cargo for yoara, ohe vas wrecked
off the coast of New Zealand in perfectly calm weathor, the -
vossel being much nearer the land at the time thun was the usual
course, The job was well done, and vessel and cargo became a
total loss,

The circumstances surrounding this disaster wore such as to
leave little doubt in the minds of those who were interested,
that Captain Smith had, at last, got even and had his revenge.
It was not, howover, an unqualificd triumph for Smith, for, at
the marine enquiry into tho loss of his ahip he was convicted of
megligence and lust his certificate, |

LOSS OF SOVEREIGN

The lomss of the beautiful brig that sailed the sea under his
wife's name was a severe blow to her owner. However, he had his
owvn creation, the graceful tea-clipper, and for years she sailed
the Pacific in all directions vwith varying cargoes.

She was nov commanded by Captain Berry, a good seaman but
impetuous, and hie flare for taking risks at last brought disaster.
fer last voyage was to Noumea, the port of New Caledonia, The
vessel had always previously taken the pilot on board before
attempting the reef-strewn passage. On this occasion she hove-to
for some time flying the flag for a pilot, but, as no rosponse
seemed to come, the captain's impatience got the better of
his judgement, and supposing that he could navigate the passage
himself, sailed the bargue into harbour, with the result that
she ran upon the Amideo Reef and became at total loss,

The fact that the captain lost his ticket for his impetuosity
was little compensation for the loss of hia vessel to the owner,
8he wams his flagship, hias own creation, and he had spared no
expense upon the lovely bargue which would reapond to the
freshening breeze no more, ’

As in the case of the '"Dart'", whose timbem have kept her
afloat for 70 yearas, so with the "Sovereign', for, though broken
by the waves of the Pacific on her coral bed, her bones refuse
to give in, and portions of her timbers were seen fifty yvears
later by descendants of the builder when they were on a vieit to
Wev Caladonia, | :
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Edward Kinr, with h |

. is straight back
¢4 B . g ack, blue eye '
.;5::5. lgd adventurous outloock, his lu;a of thi :;nc::m:;ilzi
s an tthu ships which challen~ed its dangers, must have ;
“he sca=rovers of long zgo, for the loss of his
¥Was only a temporary eclip

5@,
N émerged from the cloud which the 1
had made, with the determination to build neastuhiasahip

another vessel--thi
time one that wvould not be subject to the vagaries of the wln:.
He made elaborate plans for the constructi

on of a steaner, and
::I lnicnrr:apnnduncu with British firme for the fnhricnt;nn
éngines for the vessrl, He made several tri
puravance of his plans TR T

s Boing into the costs of Loilers and steel
Plates, for this was nct to be a wooden vessel

though it
te be built on the old site, i DEEELCE A

This project occupied his attention for several months, and
acted as a solace for the loss of his vind-jammers,

"Sovereign
He soo

A WISE CONSORT

His wife, who all through his life had been his inspiration and
. who knew him so well, encouraged these plans while they acted as
a restorative to his wounded spirit. When sho saw that he was his
eld self again, she quietly talked over family matters with her
spouse, pointing out that the sons were now settled with their -
familics-~-two of them on the land, another as a huilder and -
contractor, whilst the younger ones were preparing, one to enter
the teaching profession, and the other to entor the ministry.
They should be allowed to make their own careers.

She pointed out that the building of a stcel eteamer would require
sany more workers than had the wooden vess2ls. She harself was not
88 ycung a3 she used to be, and would not be able to superintend
the cooking for so many, and if he persisted in the work sghe would
not be able to render him the assistance which she would like to -
give. His own life had been a strcnuous one, and he was now well-
to-do, Rather than have all the worry that the building of such
a vessel would entail, surely he could afford to take it a little
easier now, and enjoy with her the restfulness of their later
years., |

csne reminded him that he loved preaching, and would now be. free
to devote himaself more fully to this work,

So this wise woman reasoned with her husband, who all his life
bad respectod her judgement, and calmly weighing her argumeats,
he decided to give up the project which, through the months, had
restored his spirit, and now determined to give himself more
fully to the work of preaching the Gospel,



CHAPTER 7

TIE PREACIER

A8 a preacher he became very successful ,
throughout the district and being

servicea, his name appearing upon many Circuit Plans, lle
frequently took three services on the Sunday, walkinz to some

and driving his mare "Dutcheas" in his buggy to the more distant
appointments,

lle was a forceful and original preacheri never at a lomsa for
vords and always definately evangelistic, he won many for the

Kingdom of God. Not a few stories are current among the old hands

of his quaint sayings, for, in his enthusinsm he vould frequently
lapse into the old Suvssex (dialect, which added a certain
picturesqueness to his uttesrances,

For ever half a century he preached with great acceptance,
As a small boy the writer accomnanied his grandfather on many of
his preaching tours, ostensibly to open the pat~s, but rore |
likely for company for the two were greatly attached to each other,

Re well remcmbers the upstanding, forthright old preacher with his
quaint dialect and witty sayings,

On one occasion he heard the preacher declare in a sermon,

"*The Grace of God be like a round of beef--you can cut and come
again®, ' |

travelling widely
much sought after for his

Unlike many preachers then and now, he never used notes for
his discourses, but towards the last, owing to failing visjon, it
vas his custom to write out his text on a small piece of paper
vhich he kept in his waistcoat pocket, lest he might have

~difficulty in finding the text in the Bible,

On one occamion the writer remembers the little church at
Mount Vincent, where the pulpit was situated in a corner near to
an open window, During the singing of the hymn before the sermon
he sav the old man take out his text and lay it upon the open
Rible, and then, takiag up his hymn book, join lustily in the
einginge Unnoticed by him, though not by the congregation, a
puff of wind carried the paper-out of the window, The hymn
concluded, and the people settling down for the discoursc, the
preacher fumbled in his pockets, tornk up the hymn book, turned
over leaves of the Bible, and then had another fumble in his
pockets, and thon announced, "Ah, I've lost me taxt! But it
doesn't matter." Then, thinking of some suitable quotation from
the old Word, he announced it and proceeded all unfufflecd to .
preach the sermon he had in his mind to deliver. He evidently
vould have agreed with the dictum: "A sermon can be preached
from any text, at any given distance from the text!"

BEGATTIN

There are still a number living who remesber the following
l“ ldﬂnt P

It vas Christmas time, and he wanted to preach on the birth of
Jesus Christ, There was no trouble over his "taxt" this time, but.
it wvas the matter of the Scripture reading which was the cause of
eadelibly pringing that service on the minds of his hearcfs.
Evidently too busy to select his readinz before leaving home,
he opened the Bible and commenced rcading the first chapter of
St Matthew's gospel. Students will know ‘that the birth story
coses at the end of ‘the chapter, while the firat 17 verses
contain the genealogy of Christ. Having taught.himself to read,
and never being very good in pronouncing some of the Biblical
mames, he vaded in and stumbled over the names through several
verses. Casting his eye down the page, and seeing nothing but
"Johonias begat Salathiel", and Salathiel begat Zorobabel," etc,,
he made another attempt and stumbled through another versej
then , disgustedly turning over the page, he remarked, "Ah, and
they kept on begattin till the end of the chapter!™®

=
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v
vielded a p! '8 his preaching sought after, hut as a layman he ‘

his church, Ile wan olected
flftr InlrnH:I:hn:n:::dHn;?i:: Circuit. e tee o hua:ﬂ;d ::f ld
_ a Yo Ably assisted by hi fe, h
Yas a tower of sirenth to . N i B
T T A s a EHccenninn of ministers who

He was a very liberal giver to al)
organisations, and was voted to the charitable and religous

the chair of all publie
gatherings, and usually headed all
S oLat Ay ot subacription lists with a

During the wminisry of
asking him to occupy the c

!

the RNev Georpe Lane, the latter, in

hair at a Missionary Meeting, delivered
& happy speech oulogiming the chairman, and then, turning to

the chair, exclaimed, "o, King, live for over «-- Edvard King,"

"Ah, T dare seay," said the old man with n twinkle in his eye,
"He knows I'm good for a £10 notel" . '

THE REPRESENTATIVE

For many years Fdwerd King ropresented his church at the
DPistrict Heeting==-now callod oynod=--and the annual Conference
in Sydney, Ile nlways stayed with his daughter, Mrs. C.A. Taylor,
who then resided at Bald Rock, Balmain, snd, together with his
son, the Rev Edward King, would take the ferry across to
the Sussex St wharf and thence to Conference, where he wvas an
cutstanding figure., :

The Rev J,G.M, Taylor once told the writer that, vhenever
Mr. King roee to specak there would be an c¢xpectant silence, and
lobbyists would hasten into Conference., Well-knowing that he
would have pomcthing worth lirtening to., Ilis wise counsel,
forceful utterance, quaint dirlect und irreprossible humour,
won for him a unique place among the laymen of his day.

THE LIKENESS

On one occasion in the old Centary ilall in York Street, the
Home Mission Socicty decided to have photographa of the picneers
of Methodist thrown upon a screen by 'magic lantern'® as part of
their annual Denmonstration, and consequently required King's
photograph for the purpose of maxing a slide, The old gentlemen
had a rooted objection to sitting for what he called his
"likeness', and so his son was forced to resort to guile in order
to obtain it. "I vas thirking of having my photo taken, father?
the son announced one morning on the ferry. "Ah, well I'll go
vid ye." said his sire, Arrangementas having previously been made
with the photographor, to the Crown Studios they went, and thea
Rer Edward King ostensibly posod before the camera. DBut it was
his father, sitting near, wvho waa taken without his knowledgo,

Yhen the eventful Demonstation came off, a group of the King
fraternity were sitting together, and as slide after slide came
on, the old man kept up a running commentary. "Ah, I know dat
manj why, dat's old Pickering: 1 remember =--" But before he
could complete his reminiscence, another face flashed upop the
screen. "Ah, dat be old 'Boomerang' Yus, he was ==-===" And so
it went on much to the amusement of many sitting nearby.

Presently his own photograph came on. Silence! Then,turning
to his son, he asked, '"Who be dat old fool, Edwvard ?" It was
the only one he didn't recognise! Vhen the story was related
in Conference next day there was a roar of laughter in which
the old man joined heartily, :

A DISTANT HOLIDAY

After entering the ministry in the year 1878, his son was
transferred to Queensland and stationed at Chartors Towers,
succeeding the first minister to be atationed on the tableland.
His proud father journeyed to North Queensland to visit his
son, and during his.stay conducted many services in the district.
He must have assisted his son in othur ways, for the writer
visfting ¥The Towers® fourty ycars later, spent somc time
during his Missionary Deputation engagements, going through
the old reccrds of the circuit that were found in the parsonage
.tudﬁ: was able to trace many of tho activities of his uncle
in that newly-formed Methodist centro, but what interested hiw
wost was coming upon his grandfather's handwriiing on 60me@
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official documents. The ink had faded considerably, but he
recogniscod the handwriting at once.

The old man had evidently been a witness to a number of
marriages celebrated by his son. In this capacity he would
doubtless have congratulated the happy couples’ in a neat
speech, for on such occasions he excelled himself,

There in the musty old Marriage Register was the name--=-
Bdvard King=-=boldly written as witnesas in several places to
marriages celebrated in the early eighties of last century.




CHAPTER 6

EVENTIDE

I::nu;:t;:;utp::nunnl knowledge of Edward King dates from the time

ek B ook notice." The evening shadows were even then
eginning to lengthen for the hero of this sketch, Ilis massive

:Eld wWas snov white, and his erect frame had begun to droopj his

rlct had lost much of their sprightliness, though he could still walk
or miles without tiring, and he was atill keenly alert to all the
topice of the day; he could still take long preaching tours, and he coul

row "do old boaart" with the best. Like Moses of old, his natural
strength was not abated.

HIS GREATEST SORROW,

The only aweetheart he avor had, the girl he had married when she

vas only 16, the mother of his seventeen children, the inspiration

of all his enterprise, and the sharer of all his triumphs and
disasters, worn out with her own stmenuous servico, fell on sleep

in the month of June, 1890, in the 73rd year of her age. She was laid
to rest in the family allotment of the cemetery at llinton,

All the remaining children wvere nov married and had families of their
ovn, and the old wan was alone in the home that was literally crammed
with memories, A family council was held after the funeral, and it

was felt that it would he a pity to take the father awvay froa the old
home to reside with any of the various members of the family. So a
solution was arrived at by requasting Louise, one of the laet-born twin:
vho then resided at Maitland, to give up her own hcme and come to
reside where sho had been born and keep house for her ageing father,
her husband at that time being away on the Richmond River.

So it came about that the writer, together with other memhora of .the
family, came to roside at wallalong,

A GREAT COMPANIONSHIP

The old man consoled himself with the little boy who became his boon
companion, accompanying him everywvhere, Part of his daily ritual was
to climb on the old pgentleman's shouldera as he sat at table after -
breakfast, and comb the snow-white halr--a diversion which was greatly
encouraged by his grandfather, and which often lulled him to sleep. Aa
the combing would proceed the old man would invariably ask: "Be dare an
shud, ves?" "Shud" was the Sussex equivalent for dandruff,

TRE PILGRIMAGE

Every Saturday for years the old man would take his little grandson
down to "de old boaat" and row the three miles down to llinton, where
together they would proceed to his wife's grave., Lovdingly he would
hoe any weeds that may have sprung up, place new flowers in the
stands, and generally tidy up. Then he would stand bareheaded, with
his hand upon the tombstone, and commune with the spirit of the
departed for what seemed to the little boy an inordinate length of
time. Ile seemed loath to leave the spot, and perhaps it was the
childish impatience of his companion which would cause him eventually,
vith a last long look and a deep sigh, to be led away down to the
boat again, and thence the long pull home. But the memory of the
one he had "loved long since and lost awhile" would linger through
the Journey, and his companion's habitual chatter would be subdued,
for instinctively he felt that he wus on "holy ground" and in the
presence of things unseen which he vaguely apprehended but little

understood, . -y
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OTIER TRIPS
————

A life loug friendship may be summed up in the words: "We were

:2;P:‘:ttzhtuﬁathgr_u Mr. and Mrs. Drooker came out with the

th €8 on the "Lady Nugent," and had gettled some miles further up
¢ Paterson River beyond Dunmore Dridge. fllere the relict of his

shipmate continued to reside, together with an inférm sistor whose

passage to this country had been paid by Edward King. le felt a

kKind of responsibility for these two old ladies, and they frequently
sought his advice over their business affairs.

"Ahy I think I'1l1l see how old lady Brooker be doin," he would say,
and off we would go, It was.a long pull but full of delight to his
companion, for as well as the magnificent river scensry to delight
his eye, the old gentleman would tell him stories of his own

early days., Finally they would tie up at the wharf and proceed to
the old home where they would he ushered into an old "sitting room"
fille¢ with carved straight-backed chairs with antimacassars, upon
one of which the littlo boy had to sit very still and endure a
lengthy conversation which was altogether over his head, After a
cup of tea and a walk round the garden, at last thay were free

to get back to the boat and the homeward journey would soon cdispell
the feeling of imprisonment experienced in that silent house.

Sometimes he would decide to pull the boat round into the funter and
up to Morpeth, As he pulled round bend after bend in silence, a

deep sigh weculd escape him. Had he been picturing the time when

his belovered "Soverdign'" had been towed around these bends? The

old river was full of memories for the man who would never feel

the heeving poop beneath his feet aguin., At Morpeth he would

pay calls on some of his cronies, purchase "Spanish" at the shop
vhich bhad two enormous botties filled with coloured water prominently
displayed in the window, next would come the fruiterer's and finally
a shop with many glass jars filled with lollies, V¥ith these purchases
they world return to the boat and home., The "Spanish," or licorice,
vas always kept in the home, and daily would the old man present a
small piece to the boy, who all his life has been partial tothe
confection, '

MAITLAND,

Maitland] What a wonderful place to the little boy, with ita many
shops facing High Streeé, and its busy crowds,

Occasionally old "Duchess" would be harnessed up to the buggy

and that wonderful journey through the farms, acposs Dunmore Bridge,
through Largs and East Maitland and then West Maitland itself would
£111 the boy with delight. Of all the purchases that filled the
tray of the buggy, he remembers but one-~the pocket knifel As a
matter of fact the old man would purchase a dozen at a time, but the
lad was not to know that, The return journey could not pasa guickly
enough till he could use that precious weapon upon the cluap of
bamboos down the bank! When the opportunity arrived at last, many
bamboos suffered at his hands, some of them returning tho compliment
by leaving a poisonous splinter as a reminder of the battle,

? but in respon=e
Nest day the pocket knife was novhere to be found,
th the :lnintir-. "Fa, I lost my knife," the old man would go to that
vonderful draw of his and pacify the youngstier with anotheir. ID a
day or two the same performance would be gone through till the

stock was depleted.

Looking back over the hears, that youngster often wonders vhether
certain cousins of his were not responsible for the loss of at

least some of those knivesl! : 3




THE CHURCH FLOTILIA.

Eunda{ morning on the Pnterunp River presented a beautiful sight half
century ago. The various families along the banks for some miles would

dr'ess in their Sunday best and take to the boatas-~the women and girls in

their gay frocks and Open parasols to protect their faces from sunburn, t

men dressed in black, their coats folded neatly upon the thwarts, their

sleeves rolled up, rowing-- and all making their way to "service" at
Wallalong"Chapel,"

The graceful green willows lining the banks with their slender branches
carossing the water, would frequently harbour a choir of magpies
chortling a Sunday introit as the boats gilded past. Here and there
would be clumps of reeds from the depths of which would sound the rich,
daqp notes of the reed-bird, while finches and wrens would add their
chatter, and the glorious kingfisher would dart through the follisage.
Sometimes redbills, waterhens, and ducks would rise, protesting at their
disturbance, and fly to safety, or a pelican would wait till tho last
minute, and then its great wings would 1ift it ahove the water to go
skimming the surface for hundreds of yards only to come to rest and
float gracefully like some ancient Roman galley in the distance.

Green lucerne ﬁéldn. sheds crammed with hay, and farm-hou es would

glibe by In.turn, &nd yonder three farmwhorses would be nodding their
heads together as they enjoyed the Sabbath rest.

As many as ten boatloads of worshippers at a time could he scer unson
the river, the King fraternity accounting for five or six themselves.

The writer will nover forpget those Sabbath days. The two-mile pull
along the placid waters, the collection of boats at the landing-staze,
the gathering of farmers chatting in the church yard, the saddle-iorses
and the buggies, the solemn entry iato the House of God, his mother
presiding at the organ, his grandfather in the pulpit, and his uncles
solemnly taking up the collection., Then, sarvice over, the return pull
home, After lunch would come the pull across the river and the two-mile
walk to Largm, repeating the text to the teacher in Sunday School,

the notso interesting lesson, and the long walk home, '

SPARROWS,

At the old home fhere grew three large orange trees in a row which
harhoured count ess sparrows, Recalling how sparrow-piehad been
enjoyed when he was a boy in England, grandfather decided on one
occanion to have another taste of the old dish. He dug a furow
parellel with the trees which he strewed 1liberally with grain, a:d
then squatted down at the end of the long furrow with his double-
barreled gun loaded with fine shot. When the birds filled the trensh
they received the first barrel., The slaughter was great, the flying
dirt killing as many as the shot. When the rest rose they received the
other barrel, with the result that carnage reigned. There were three
tubs full of birds, and his daughter was plucking and cleaning tha
tiny game for hours. She did not attempt to do the lot, but had
sufficient for several pies, much to the delight of the old sporteman.

VISITING PREACHER,

A frequent visitor to the old home was a local-preacher by the name of
Barnes, & man with a fatal fluency of speech, who, "twas said, got.
his sermons out of "The Christian Herald." King had a free Sunday
and wao & member of the congregation when Barnes preached. As uvsual
the preacher came to dinner, and when the meal was over jJils homt
pointedly asked, "Where did you get that one, Ei11?" much' to the
confusion of the preacher, |



-28=

THE CAT,

M

The writer remembers a cat which was
way of bel i :
His grandfather was under t by n et vithuhin

he impression that it wus a “tom," but
when it had kittens in the clothes basket, the amusement was great
when he burst cut in surprise, "Be it a sow-cat, den?"

When the merriment, in which he Joined heartily, had subsided, he
chuckled, "Ah, dare be no fool like de old fool."

THE '93 FLOOD,

in March, 1883, the district was vigited by torrential rains, twentye

three inches in twenty-four hours being registered during part of the
deluge, as a result of which the record flood occurred.

As the river overflowed its banks, all the live stock was swum to the
hill country behind boats, and as the water rose in the houses, families

wére removed to hay-stacks in the sheds. Owing to experiences in former
floods, these sheds had been built on raised mounds, but this one rose to

& haight of nine feet in the upraised shed, and the top of the hay-stack was
only six feet mabove flood level. The farmhouse showed Just the tcp <&

the ridge. On those stacks two families lived for three weeks in the

most primitive conditions; nat that the flood lasted for so long, but tha

houses had to be washed of the mud which had gathered in them, and dried
before they cauld be used again.

WYhat fun it all was for the younger fry.! The salvaging of many things
in the boats, the haystacks floating past, many of them crowded with fowls,
and tihe sky-larking carried on by the pent-up boys.

The flood brought down many cedar lezs that had been felled at the

headwaters eighty miles away, and thess, together with piles of drif twood
wvere deposited over the farms. The concern of the men on the land was

to clear his farm of the rubbish as aoon as possible, and great fires were
"started in the driftwood causing much valuable timbar to be consumed.

Edward King advised his son, Albert, to retrieve as much of the cedar as
he could, for, although he was a farmer, ever since the building of ths
"Sovereign" he had built skirfs for the neighbours and was really an
expert boat-builder.

He took his father's advice and many logs were hauled off neighbouring
farms and towed by boat round to his whurf, later to be converted into
graceful river craft. -

When the flood subsided, there was left ﬁpon the caantryside a rich loam

nine inches thick, which rejuvenated the land so that for years afte
phenominal crops were harvested.

BEATING FLOODS.

As Maitland is built on the banks of the Hunter, the '83 flood proved

a4 great disaster for business people in that and other towns. Between
the two Maitlands the river goes off at a tangent and after meandoring
around the country for seventeen miles, returns to within half a mile of
itself at a place called Narrowgut. A channel was dug which short-

circuited the river by seventeen miles, and helped future flood waters to
get away,

At Wallalong the farwers decided to dig & large drain at the back of their
farms to carry off through flood-gates the waters of possible future floods.

The work was many months in progress, the farmers giving a day a week each to
the project. ¢ i
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A PROPHECY.

The soil that came from the drain was brought to the river bank, ard

Was used to buiild a retaining wall ten feet hightright round the farms.
Edward King agreed with the idea of the drain to take the superfluous

waters away, but wag opposed to the building of the dam which would Leoep
the land from being-parindically inundated with fertilizing silt. He
frgued that, although floods did a lot of damage they also did good, for
they helped to rejuvenate the land: and he warned them that they would
impoverish their farms by persisting in their design.

However, the majority thought only of - the rocent damage, and constructed
the dam, with the result that there has not been an inuadation since.

A few years ago the writer visitad a relative on one of those farra,

and was told that the only way crops cun now be assured is by =
liberal use of artificial fertilizers.

Edward King s prophecy has come true.

AN ANMUSING INTERLUDR,

o

These were leisurely days, before the advent of the ubiquitous motor
lorry which rushes produce to market, or fluctuating narket pricos

were listened to over the air., Days when farmers would think nothing
of taking a day off to help any cause.

When the great drain was baing'dugj 84 neighbour had a man working for
him who was a bit simple; noone krvw his name other that George, and

‘'he was devoted to his maater and implicitely believed what was told
him,

An old willow tree had been swept by the flood across the road, and it
was necessary to saw it through in order to remove it out of the
workmen 8 way. But sawing green willow is something like sawing
through a roll of blankets--hence the following story.

In the presence of many of the workers, his boss bet a neighbour a

pound that Georpge coauld work so hard that his shirt-tail would catch
firs? To this George inatantly responded, "That's right."™ o a tent

was to be made on the willow tree the next day. Word had gone around,
and a good crowd gathered to see the fun., The cross-cut saw bestrode the
offending willow,man after man taking turns on one end of the saw but
only pretending to work, while ti® other end wvas manned throughout by

the redoubtable Geurge. He was soon perspiring fireely, and to giva

hims" 1f more freedom, he pulled out his shirt from his trousers. The

- crowd alternately Jjeered and encouraged him, which had the effect of
making him redouble his efforts.

Finally as the tree was almost severed, and George almost exhauated,
his boss was lighting his pipe behind him and touched the match to the
flying tail, causing his back to be soocn alilaze, to his own deep
satisfaction and the roar of approval from the crowd. %

0ld Mr. King, who held the stakes, solemnly passed the money over to
George's boss, and heartily congratulated George on his prowess!
» .
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THE DOG
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T
he same George had & non-de=script dog, faithful enouzgh but like a

l:“ﬂgﬂ--half-bred The Maitland Show was approaching, the great event
0 the year, and some of the lsds assured George that he had a good

dog and should put him into the show., For woeks Guorge groomed the
Animal and then took it to the show conf ident of a prize,.

Bdward King had tnken his grandson ostenaibly to see the sights of

the slhow, but principally to see the fun he knew would be caused by :
the dog. When the Judging was over and the dog not placed, King commig-
erated George to guch an extent that he went up to the judpe, and asked,
“1 say, why didn't my dog got a prize?" "Which is your dog?" asked tie
Judge., "Why, that beautiful dog in No. 8," said George. Looking down
the kennels, the judge said, "Oh, that! Why there s & lot wrong with
that.” Hereupon Gecrgo demanded, "Well, shat's wrong?" By now the
crowd had gathered, and the judge wanted to escape.: "Well," he said,
“for one thing his legs are too short." George looked very hard at him

for m minute, and then fairly shouted, "But they touch the ground,
don't thay?“

That was the last Show Edward King attended . The crowds were. too -
much for him, '

THE "ANNA MARIA®

The great event of the weck was the coming of the "Anna Maria,"” a flat-
bottoned, stern wheel river droper, which called at the various farma,

putting nut long planks down which slid the bales ¢f hay that been pressed
in the sheds.

fhen sh» had a full load she steered badly, owing to the fact of being
down &t the head, Like & drunken man trying to walk a chalk-line, she
would nose into the mud, first on this side of the river and then on that,
until she would eventually cowe to Morpeth and tranafer her ca v to the
old "Namoi,” to be taken by the old paddle-steamer to the Sydney markets.

Bhe was an old steamer then, having been built ‘:I.n 1861, but her puffing
and panting were a great delight to little boys. Not such a delight,
however, was her whistle, which was a fearsome blast for little earsa

to endure. .

fhe was commanded far many years by Dave Tadd, who was ever ready fo

his joke, and know of a cortain little boy who would plug his ears and
run screasing to his grandfhther for protection should tho whistle be

used in the vicinity af the farm house.

Oa one occeasion he remembera a big cousin for a "lark" pinning his arms
behind his back as the stéamar was passing, and uhuuting. "Blow the whistle
Davey,” which Todd readily did,roaring with lnughtar at the struggling,
scresming little captive on the bank.

The old gentleman came to the rescue, and something of thu old-" ..

saster of men flashed out. The bully was hurled from the bank, qmd Todd
received a vituperative castipation which 'he remembered for rurq. Nothing
aroused his anger more than to see pain inflicted wantonly.

LAST DAYS.

The time ai1rTived wien his dnughtu' wont to 1ive at Hﬁmt)_‘_
patriarch was taken from the ©ld haome to and his days. | L William
at Larygs. He made several trips to Newcastle to see MQ} Ragsras, but
towards thé ‘last it was félt timt he sbould .noi be allowed travel

alone; #0 tiha last ﬁr:rdlru were -spant quietly, h m fld.‘mg into
the backgrousd, whilst the PAST became increasingly more ¥ivid s second
childiuvod came upon him,

N ;u.,u mh

In the year 1008 hs peacefully fell on aleep in the mimoty four:i = -
of hia age, to open his eyes in the land of eteraal youth.
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