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Durine of suspense the practic•l .wite prepared of bot 

' . · -·wat.er··and .... wbat medicine• might be need'.,d, .alii .. conaole the 
. . . . . . . 

•• • . .... . . 
4 • ·,., '·"" ..... ,. , ;, . ' 

' . 
. . bOJI dl"ove the plodding hor .. aa q•lickly aa they could. .. through the 

, : to the anq), and aa haared:.tbe but kept up a conatant coo-••-, . 
· · · .. Tben one ot them saw a dark object on the namp which they knew to 

·the upturned canoe. They aearcJlltd neerby, and tban· bear,d a feeble •can 
the directiM of the hut. Hurrying thither they were horrified to ••• 

'.1"' 

;· :· · ·: ' tlaatr •father lying prone . on tbe floor, bia he &;I a ••• ot. oongealed blood-. 
rJ • ,. ' • ., t • ' I fl • • ' • 

·• ,. ?; appareatly aboat to <breathe .hia laat. , ···' (1 : • , · t .. 
•1 ,\1. • f f1 I 

.. • l ... 

. ' 

• • • ... , , .. 
• . 

' 

-• 

· ·Teaderly tbeJ lifted bira upon the door they bad ljrought, unbaJ'I eaaed 
":_ tbe horH which would tind her own way home. Thei then the long 
·it:· t.r&IIP ' bca:e .. over the rua-ged countryeide, having decided that the dray would 

Jolt the patient too :nuch. What a journey··that- waa: . , Bach time ttey 
caapelled to reat they anxioualy· aecertainad jf .were atill .. 

· aDd tben would take up their taak a'-.. in. ·: • , :: . 1 • 
• 

: :·. ••tera o"t tbe family wbo saw ··the light carried ·by the bearer• ca=• 
· {·· to·aacertain tba fate of ·their ·>tatber and •hurried back wi tb the · new•. '. Two 

I • • 

• . . . 
• 

• 

ot tt."younier boyc then aet" off"' on the three-mile walk to llorpeth to 
·· ttle doctor wbo there, and returned with hi• in· • 

·ta. early houra ot the morning-. Though the patient waa very low, he 
proceeded , 't.o ·extract.1-the buck-abot from bia ahouldera and bead. Many of the 

. t 

• 

• 

" on the victill'.• craniwa. The 
· : .:.·"-"• i!' ... too weak a at_teopt to 
: ,. ·aU :abpt ,. hta Comfortable aa be Coul4 for the 'tilDe . 
; ... _ till. conati tution of hia 

:<:" .... ', which a).owly recovered. . . ... :.2'··". 1 

, '· e. at- t 1,;. )e and had - · / 
. a l•ter ·date, th9n pellota to work. 

· the and feeling aome of those hard 

• 

l•"'P• on lia,teued to the of the wicked 8ttn 
• -:..,"'· .. bad .attampted hia , . -· . ..: . ,. .. · -\ . . 

• •t ' '"12" \ . • .. 

• 

" . . 

• • 

· · f The doctor accounted· tor bia recovery by tbe fact of hi a irOD conatl tution 
aad ind011itable will-power, together with the careful nuraift&' of hi a wife. 

• • 

. 
• 

• • 
• 

!be CUD· was · later recovered from the ooze of the awamp, a nr1 thoroughl7 
and wu reaponaible for" many a bag of game in th' following yeara • 

-rM raacala were apprehended and tried at Mai.tland, and 
• would have been aent to priaon for a ter11, but on hie recovery, JCing 

beard that their mother wae a circumatancea, and aa the 
: Yictla, be plead8d' for leniency having freely forgiven the young- men. They 

wv. aubaequentlJ_ .relaaaed on coddition that they left the diatrict, and later 
both violent,deatha· upon Claronce River • 

-. . 
, . . . 

For ,wara King co.ntinued to give their mother aonetar7 auiatance, and the 
··. diatrict that .tbe preacher could what he biaaelf preacbeda 
' .. "''orpve 7011r .enemiaa aa Chriat hath alao forgiven you." . 
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CIIAPTER 4 
\ . 
- .t 1-

I 

fJKJNG SPARN • • • 

MaQ~p to about' the lliddle or the 19th Century the only availablo 
th the taraera had or ~etting the products of their labours to 
" • S)'dDeJ aarket vaa by the early steamers "Sophia Jane " 

Phoenix" "Vlctori " d u • • ll • a • an Roae" • belonging to the then Hunter 
Yer Steaa Navigation Coapany. At one stage thia Company had 

•• coapetltion,. and as ia usually the caae in auch circumataacea -
lnereaaed their freight ch~rgea to an exorbitant &Mount, and • 
becaae ao lndependant that they frequently passed faras br 
leaving the produce upo~ tho bank. Oeneral diaaatiafactio: waa 
felt bJ the fnraera all along the river. • 

Klng resolved to bettor those conditions botb 'Cor hi•aelf and 
for hia long-surterin~ neighbours. At F.ccleaton, on the wtlliaaa 
liver, McPherson's ahip-yard had a ochooner in the cou~~• of 
construction, and Xing ins~ected the veRsel on ·the Rlipa. Ue · 
bou,bt her ao she atood and had her completed according to hia 
own ideas. Cln her launching he had her na•ed "Dart". · 

. Eventua~ly she came into commiaston and regularly plied between 
tbe tlunter and Sydney vith produce. To the general aatistattion 
of the farmers, he so cut freights thnt be obtained a large abare ot 
tbe rivoraide trade. So effective vas hia co~petition thnt eventually 
the ateaasbip ~ompany discontinued the c••~tom o! storping along 
the river to pick up their cargoos, and confined their ac.tivitiea 
to the Sydney-Newcaatle-Morpeth run. • 

• -TRr. ADVENTUROUS "DAT<T" , • 

Tbia first veasel or the farmer-shipowner bad aD adYeaturoua' 

• 

' · oaroer. A trl• little schooner ot· ·1~>0 tons burtben, very aea-worthJ 
aad a tact ealler, earned her owner a «ood return for yeara, even 
co.ln, to the northern river~ for freighta durin« the alack aeaaona 

• 

oa the nunter. · 1 
She waa commanded by a Captain Smitb, vho, ns eventa later proved, . 

~ad bla eye or. the main chance. On one occaesion ·ti~inge of the . 
Yeaael vera J~te Jn arriving, and enqu~ries reYealed that the · 
captain bud gone beyond his ovner•s orders, and.had sailed off 
aorth with the scho,,ner. She vas reported at Brisbane.- ar.d Kin« 
at once ·followed her to the northern capital only to find t~at 

, 

abe bad aailed further north before hie arrival. ne followed aa , ·· 
tar aa aeveral or the No'r .th Queensland porte, vhere be learned .. 
that abe bad ,one ott to the leland& of tho Coral Sea on a 
'black·birdin«' cruise. . 

~ben be discovered · that hia "Dart." waa engaged i.n the lucrativ~ 
but nefarioue traffic in •black iYory•---capturing leland aativea 
aad aelling the• to the QueenslB~d plantations---he deteratned · to 

• re•over her at all coats and bring ho~ skippor to book. · 
· At Townaville he chartered a vessel and began a chase through · 

the Pacific which led them on •an)tl wild-goose chase and occupied · . . 
•any •ontha, durinc which time tho "Dart" succeedod in making 
aeveral aucceaatul raids in the true· Bully Hayes style. Now the 
vlktn, began to ahow itself, and, regardless of coat, Kin, 

· followed up eYery clue until, eventual,ly, he cnup;ht up wi tb her. 
She was abo~t to aail vith her cargo of •black ivory' below 

hatches when he caae into the island barbour nnd Hhe was caught 
red•band~d and ber captain arrested. · 

• 

~ .. 

For bla piracy the captain did several rear• ptnal servitude and 
bad bia •ticket• cancelledl the "Dart" rctvrning to her old 
bualneaa under a new comaand sent up from Sydney. nut the whole 
experience of the acbooner'a purloi nin« and her ·subaequent 
encageaent in the iniquitoua alave trade, vhich her owner waa ao 
creatly oppoaed to, aade bi• detorained to get rid ot ~er aa aooa 
u poaaible. 1 

• 

• 

I 
• 



I ' • -12-
THE "IIA!tRlET KlNG" 

Oa b is return from the isla~d c::,hase, aoC: ~aubaequent to the 
court proceedings, and vhilat still running into the ''Dart•• lin& 

. ••terod into ~rrangcments with her builders to lay down a ' 
larcer voaael tor him. The keel ot this vessel, a brl& ot aoae 

.. 200 tons, vaa laid in 1860 1 end when her bull vaa launch•d 
'" ·.aacler :.~be ;n~o ot "Harriet Kin&'·' in honour . ot hia wlte 1 abe 
~ vaa to~ed round ·troa the Will iaaa River into ~ho llunter, a.nd 

~-. tbeace up atre ... and loto the Paterson, and anchored ott hie 
bo .. far•, whore ·abe waa finished ott and rigged under the · 

\ · auperYlalon of a younc draughtsman na•ed Jo~.n Roderick, who 
·bad been loaned to •~cPheraon by Mort•• Doc.k of .. Srdney. Thia 
JOUng man tell 'in love with the ovuer•s d&ughte.r, Sarah, whoa 
~ aarried on the eom~letlon or hie task. · 

During her out!it.t.ir.g the bel\utiful brig attract.ed auch . 
attention, and her rrogress was ~atcbed by .a ~uch wider circle 
than that of the nei~hbouring faraing co~munity. · · 

Mr. P.ud )Irs. King were very genern·us people '!fbO loYed thetr 
church, and aany were ihe benefactions bestowed upon needy cau~es. 
To celebrate the co1npletion ot ~he no·ar-riet King", and juat prior 
to her aaid•n Yoyage, a grand' t'eo-Det~tting· waa held on board to 

· vbich crowds of people came Iroa ~be aurroundinc ·dietricta aa . . 

tar as Maitland and Newcastle. · • ' .;. Mrs. Kin1 waSl renowned c.ook·, ~nd the whole of the food tor 
tbat great eve~t was prepaired~';by her. ~ It was a 1reat aucce••• 
aad tho whole ot the procei ds. were liYen for the refurnil'hin~ 
of the Methodist Church at. Morpet~, of which they were members, - . 
ud ~of whlcll •tr.· King w&a the circuit atevard for upwards of . . ' 
•all a centut"y ~ · · ·. ' .•• ,,.J ~ . 

. ,.he brig'a '' firat .. co•mandor was Captain Cha•pion, whose wife . 
alvaya accompanied her' husband ~D hi• YOyagea, ·and Waa greatlJ 

• 
~loYed bJ t~e vho~~ comp~eme~t. 

:After ~eia& put' into commission the brlg comnande4 and advent­
urous ·career· in the Pacific, ··· trequ·entlng New Zealand, the Islands, 
IIOat. of the .J)lstruf ian. ports, O:nd" 'eV~D ae~osa the Pacific to 
Yalpuaiao. ·· · · 

' The owner now felt freer to leave the far~ in the banda of hia 
bora whilst _ he i.ndulged in hi~. love ~f - the sea, and !req~ently 
·aailed vi th ·the "liar riot Kingw· on her ll'lany voyage a. · 

• 

• 
ne eventnally cold the "Onrt", wh~ch, after a long life at sea, 

bec .. e a coal bulk in Sydney harbour, and it sp~ftka well not only 
tor her builder · but for the quality ·or the timber of wbi~h she 
waa conatructe~: tba~, after sixty· jeare, ~he is still afloat ia 
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. •. ' ~ Mot conte~t wit)! owni~ two ve .. ele, tb1• enterp.rhing un conceived tbe 
· ·'' idea ~~. building a •hip himeelr--thia one to be the larce•t and belt of hia 
. ·., fleet, ''lie .talkect over hh idea with hi a elder •ona, two or whoa bad a 
~ ;~.· pronounped atrain or the viking loye of ahipa in their veina, alway• makin~ 

" •odet. -of .variou• type• of ahip1, and quite •killed in tbe u .. ot ma07 kind• 
· '·" of too~a;·' They tad alao played DO •mal~ part in the fitting out ot tbe . 

I 

"Harriet Xing," under the 1Upervi1ion o! their brothe~ln-law, Roderick. 
tbe .. bo71 were all enthuliaom, John Rodor 1ck waa broucbt up troa Sydn.y to 

; ; ' be talce.l'tnto tboir- coun•el, aDd arrangemeata ware '•oon entered in~.o with 
I Mort•j Dock for hia temporary loan for the great euterpri... Dr. Scott 
, ·.. •• 1n,terv1e•ed with regnrd t~ timbor, and he readily agreed to ~i~e all th• 
,· , ' tillber that would be required· troll the fore•ta upon hl• variou• ••tat.1, 
~ _ '::i .~Dd . ' 11C,t.ahed ~hea ever)' euccea•. 

• ~· _-:·(~~·'t·~ :·'Plan• ~er-e thea drawn, calculation~ .arrived at, and auch prelili1DU'7 
1'-.,~"t:'H?~-~ p·oundwork prepared, Contract. were concludad with Sydbey firm• for tbe 
, ~(~~~ ~';~\<. a~lJ !?f canva•, ~~~.na, ro~~ am other gear, ~1 ~ing brought ~P . ~ 
·~i'i.:\l ;~ ' bU. ·on ve•~ell to his place at Wallalong. WorJCShip• were built and ·::. · ' - -.,; •... t• \ ,... -1"r 

~;: .. : .• \ .. ~~. accomOdatton provi<l.e~~ for ~~ ·artisan~. who ·would be _eiiPloyed;_ huge ... - • 
• ~: .,.._·.}$· ·::· pit. wer-e er.ected over" the ri~er bank for tho purpoae of aawinll the ,loga_· 
t.; !i~·.~·~ · .which ~ere to be · ~a."P fr~ ~e ~ foreat_a within a rndiua of 20 aile._ fro• 
1:i-:{~:"t~·.,; 1118 term; a large log wae 'hollowed out ·and connected with a boiler for 
f~': :·".t"· ~--~ ·the purpoae ot·'·eteaming the plank• into the requir~d 1hape1; and finallJ 
~?·~~ ~)'':.~·~- a lli,~~i- "!~.~ .P,.repuoedupon "~ Pointr~. a pro~ectin~ ~ieee of. land OD ~~· 
~ • '-= ¥,-• · fUll il\ a beDd: of the river. · . · ·· . : . 
~ . -- ' .... -"""" ~ \ ... ... .. ... .. 
111 • f· .. ...:a.. ':!'.. ' • ,. ·~ . ..... , , .. 

• 

• 

• 

# 
• 

f
,. ..,.,; .,. :...._ ~.,_ ' . .,,. ' ... ~ 
::~t~;< .. tbe• pre~J~.1JS!Iri•• co""Mnced ·tn the· year 1862 aDd took · .. veral ~tu '~·:··· . 
·.: · ,..;.• '!",, oazplete.. . · ·· - ~1 · .· 

~ . • ~- .•. ' ~ . ' i .. ,-........ •. • • ~ .. -# ... "i-)1. .. • I; 
~.... .. .. • • I' • • • 

\ . . 
~·-,; .: •• L ... IIJILDI~ OP .Tim "SO'VmEIGN" .. · •.. ~·~ . • .c.': : .,. 
--1.-t ' .. . 1:; · ~ . , • . .. 

"' . -. 

~ 

l 
I 
' • 
~ 

•• 
• 

' I 
L 

. 
In an article .which appeared in the "SundaJ N"•" under date 17-7-1£;15, 
wbicb acc~nied a photo;,,rraph of the graceful veeael in full .. u, tbe 
aathor .Ud, inter alia, "Th~ barque waa 
11CODJI~ructed on the banks or the Pateraon River 60 yeara ago .. . 
•uDder 'Lloyd'• apecial 1urvey and sailed to all parte of the 
llworld .• · She n• a great advertisement for Auatralian Ti•ber, 

• • • 

•tor the whole of the wood used J:n her conetruction wae . . ~ . ~ .. .-
•aathered within a radiua of 20 mile• or Edward King'• fara, 

' t ... 

• 

• • . 

• 
• 

• • 

' . . 

• 

• 

• • 
'J 

~ 
"being ~hewn from the ~ ore,a.t •. n~l:!)', built by a faz:mer-
•otpqi6ht. Such i.- tbe~ hhtOry C?f thh hbtoric veaHl • . 

: • ...... t 

t; -
" • ) , 
f · • 

r-. 

.. 

• 

• • 

• 

I 
~ 

• 
• • 

....... 

• ,, .,.. J -

•t~unrin ~tr~}ta",~-; .~ n. '.£ . ' · ,. ' . , ~ ; . 
• 

. 
• 

. - . 
liag hiJIHlt .•elected the tr-.a that were to fall to the axe, aDd auperinteDd-
ed . ~he ~ullni of· tlie · b\lge 

1

log• by j i~er to the aaw-pi te wher-e a&W)er• cut 
tbe loga into pl~k• bJ JD!tana of long upright aawa-~ne wcrker bein&' atatioDe< 
OD''·a et~ag erected above the log, whilst hh mate waa in the eaw-pit , .. .. 
be•ath, tm· aaw· gradually bi~ing it• way down the whole length of tbe 1~ • 
There were aM> power-driven circular .. wa, planing machiDea, or other modern 
001lvenience_8, Little wonder that thie hercult A taek occupied )'eare of 
bard manual ~labour, ·· · 

,._.: •,L · . • .. 
• 

~ ,k~J. . of the DeW ve1Hl wa• laid don on the prepared elip at tile point 
1Ja 1863, aDd ahijA.Iri&'ht• wer-e brought up fro. S)'d.Dey to cc w · ·DCe the builC:i~. 

• : ""1 

II 1 PI"~Jeoted veaael wa• to be a three-ma1ted barque ot 300 tona burtben, ' 
aad all. ber:fittinga were to be worthy- of the flagabip of her own1r, who . , , ' 
· 1DteDded to have her chriatened "Australian Sovere1cn," thoup thi• tact 

• 
lae alld, .h.18· Wife kept_ A HCJ et until the actual lanncbiD&'o 

• .... . r 
.......... J.. ... ~ .,. 
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·; . . . 
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~ 'IL wtwle o.t tb1Ji·worJc ~·• .:urid~r the . .u~rtnte~~~ .~ot John ~~1~, ~ 
, .• ftlrJ Cl~iet-a~p ~·~~·~j,~WJl•. gre.a._tl)' r~~peoted b7 all·~ wbo 

t. ~ ,,\ \l•sal.J' 'DIInab~ .:~~O, ~p ~he .,.oe. -~~,een. ~e V&ri~ t)'pe8·~t . 
' ., .• : trad_I~8Jl~ ~DtJ!~Oi~~·~:1;~-:U.1~');~~;"\~ _jeara tbo !fO~~ went 'od not 'wit~~.'. ·r 

.. 1 t• liabour, trouble•• mainl)' due· to the .tact that aost ot tbe ~~en · · 
, t'"t ( ... • •' ~ .,..,,. ., ';~'>.fl-o l'i'· 0: ~·. • ::•-v "'1 .·.,,' .:·· - '· .. , ' .. , 

• 

. _ ·•• -; •. ~·~'-\:,i1bad -~ t.rp~~ S~~~? an~~J~~~~-· ~~ J),e~~.ful countey}.ife, .o tar 
, ;·~· .:- •••• 1··: ~><·;, ... t~~ ""'~~11,.r, ~,~-~~ h•~'-~!-··~~. ~:: ~. li~tle _t~ Pft&~ful, and longed tor ~e 

-

• 

• 

' 
I 

• • 

~. :". ~-1·_r: ·, -~OC)ra· aJ¥1 the toot.;.li'ght '• glare. · Bt.etime• tbt men ·woul~ go ott 
i- ~;.,··.:···:.;_:·~: .• to · to_ apeDd ~eiz: wagea on a "bend~r," whioh .migbt keep .~, unt.it 
~ _ . · ;..: . · ;:~-:~.-.~~ '!cirk ., .. ~~ d~J-• , ·· ~~~~pertutp~. t~oae wh~. offended_ too often wo~d be 
1:· ... -~~/·· .,::·.~-~~~ :-~· ~~ tre!',_ Jlan.d~ wo~ld ~ave to be .br~~t _up from S1dneJ, ~· a~ in 
[: . :<· . _ · ·~ caa-. it- would mean a hold-up of the work. :There were alao the wet 
t. _· :;;_: ~.:S~·~_:, •• Ii:~~~~--to~,~~~~)us. ·._lt~ .!~~)arpau~ina ~~!d .:tay~ to be h~tedlJ ere~ted. 
t< ... ~.~ ~~:;:;:~~·*~~·~:- ~~ .~bO.,~-· .~~~~~~F,k.J~t,oca~?ed ID_~l'e;"~\ .~~~~ ... JFi~~t. ~r.~~u. . ~1-~. 

·~ ~ .. 
~ ,. • 't·' ,.... I~ ,·, o' 0 1 0 ,?,!'\.,O 

1-1-:r • ,,_ , -~ ~~~~"''·:~, ~ .. ";~ "-t4 . 'I t"· ~ ._ ' .);'.. f • " !:; -1' • ._. ,. ~.,. +"141 1 .. . ... . 
• ~ .. •' • I ·~· ._."" ·~,~. '':'• ~ i> '· .\ ....... # .. • : ... ~ \, •••••• ;.A,:r-

.; • • ' a.a• ', • . I 

"- ..... ·'- .. •"1· •, • 0 , • , I , ) • ~ • <( , • f • ~ -.- ~ . . ··rr,:· ''v' . llwre wore no made road• tJU-o.U~ t ,he ta:- .~d tonata in tboM eta,. aDd f :._ ; -:. .. : heayt ratJUi '. occaaionaily' h~lcf up' the ' l:.og-Jt'DJcera,' Which becalDe atuck 1D 

: · :~ tbe deap 111Jd· and had to · be dug out, ~leaving great ~ping wbeel-tracka. - . 

• 
f 
' ~ 
r ' . 

. , . . ~\· . -~:.", r:·n ·..c 'accompanied'~ the '·ttmbe~~~tfer8'1111t.~ir ~one'·"oi tbeee Wet aeaaon• in 
. _\ -~.·~·},ONiri·to mark 80mG more '8tiJidl~ timber~)Or future U:ea, IDd rode h<neoon 

I ~; ,• .. ,'*t : ~ ~ "'·~··y ,\~•• ( .. ~, ~ ~j)j f,,,,·'(V:~ .wLf' ito .. , 101 o + I 'l • 

· ~-,~ ·tba .tOP. .O,t, ~ :log~, · T.~e~~~~ .... bu~.:v~bere ~re . maey tracka which criaa­
cro•aed ·.their P.Sh and )a~ de .. the going particularly rough. AlJ the reaul t of 
aa ••.awalli" flea·v,. 'Jolt he became unae-eted and fell-fortunately into a 

I ' ver, lara-~ .. r ut· over which th~ ' jinlcer waa pa•aing. Before tbt t•- could 
. - ;;· be brought: t"o a halt, one ot the huge wbeela which carried one end of the 

. . .l~g pa•aed. Ti~t ov~r h.i• ,bod)'; which !'a• preaaed down 1 nto 

r-· 
f 

, , . . ~·~:'_, ~t -~i . .r~~ : )'· \'~~~· J,n ~~;" we.f ... ~aon.~: FOJ"tun_atelJ ttUt . wr~ing 
· ··:: ,..,._, had hardeDedl . ao that the wheel did not a ink iDto thia c oaa-rut, but 

• •• ... • ••· ,.. .. • • t: ,.. • 1"' ~ .... ~.. . .. . ... ·, # o\• • t ~ • • • • • 

! 
' 

• 
' I 

-, 
i 

11•••~ .'over ita otherwt .. i,t would have ~~eant the ·eDd ot the enterp ~. 
~ ~:• 'j ~ \1~ ~·:-;;r; •;;'• : ' ;o 'I .. .. ' f., ; ... ~ 'i_(..,''/.":1,~ ~< .,.,t,) f •• '0 4 ,_ \' + ; ,I • 

·~ ' . . (. ' 

• ' -- Oiwa Ot the·.·aou· who had_ obaerved the 'tall; :ruahed 'up expecting to ••• hia 
:· .' tatbar · cruabed ·to death;· ,.., "Are JOU a'irit.>ilt, father?" waa hi a amdoua · 

. ...., · · eDqufr7. · From the depth a of the rut came the t..uiliar voice which had 
lap•ed into tbe Su.aex dialect. "l bar•at killed·, but 1 be literallJ 

I , ... ~·- ... ~A.,..., .• , • . -
l h 'd'" -:.. ........... . ~·- ,. J • ' • .., ,. •• ' • • 

1 08ull \ , . . . J • • ' • • • .• ·.·t>- "' ., # ,,, .... 41 

• 

. . . . \ ,_ ' 
·aowe..Jo tliat proved to be an euggeJ:ation, tcr, on beiag extricated froa - ..., ... . 
tba · ' i.t ·waa ·tound tb**no bcmea W.re broken, .thouch be had received • r , ,, 

brut.••• aid in a tew daia wu noa tbe worae tOft' hi a Mrrow eacapa. 

• • ,. "1 I ~ ,. ;-..• -. • , . • . 
~ -• 

• I I I • • • • • .• • • • .. , - ..... ,. 
.. • I -·· I • I •• 

• t ' • , . # • . 
• 1:4, 1 ""l ~-<' • -,_ • , ' ... . ~ .. .... I • •• • • • • 4• • I • • • • • •• •' - "' 

I 

• 
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_ ' · Aas,pre~io~ual~, the whole of the cooking arrangoemeDta wre ill the capable 
. . ._ ltaD'• of~,Jira· King, who had-a . band of willing helpora .ill ber dAuE:htore 
~ ·~ . 

• 

' . 

· , Mlebboura. No expenee wa~:-apared to aka this Dot only a red-letter 
· daJ 1D tba life of t~ f_~p_a~~~t_p-_builder, but al.o a lle80rab~e oae 1D tbe· · 

~•toil o1 ,tb~~ a.t wr. 't ~"·~<~-~-¥ · ~ · . .. , 
• • • :~Lb-'li U=J ~ • ,•, : 

J.. ' • IJ -~- ,lo'\ 

• • 

7 - ·~ • • 
• • . ~ , 

- . ' It na a beauti~ul da7, aDd a liON beautiful ace• could brdl7 be coDCeived. 
!be blue hilla -iD the .diatance, tbe G! eeD lucerDe flata, the winding • 

• • river wi~ ~ita ,.eeried ranka of w:aepiDg wlllowa, the beflagged" tenta, the 
.. " ,.~r• • 

. .. 1.11,-~7,.d, ~C).Wda, . the.-•te•mera with their maDJ paaH!l&'tl'a, aDd f 1D&ll7 
, · ·'"!be ,Poillt,!' with·t<1t.a alip-waJ .INITOUnded by fl!B'• in the llidat of wbidl .laJ 

.:..·-tbt ob.Jeoi'·odt all th.ia excitement -the -vaaaal which wu aoon to taka t o . her 
~ .. . . 

·. · '•tiw .~lament •.. .-.~' . :~ ~ . · ~ - · · "' ~ • ~ · 

' . 

• 

• •• • 
~ tbe JIK..a- appr.oached, the ·official partJ IIOVed ~0 tbe ata&'ing mt.dar the 
bow of tba ahip,' the vaa_t crowda. lining the river began to cheer aDd t he 
at.a·•r• ~caugb~ the _iDtaction _ot ~be ·moment and their cbrill cock-a-doodle­do. trtctatenad acorea of birda out ot the treea in wbich theJ bed ta~D 
abelter- ti'OII tba uawaual crowda that aeemed to bo evar)il!hlra. 

• - -....tt:', 

Juaa•gb. ot COlD" .. , .unheard bJ the crowd, ura. King, 1n a Deat...,little , 

...... 

••=ad tbe. ahip "Auatralian Sovereign," ud u tbe Uma bCDO''rea ...wtne 8J)laabld 
.. 

1
.,.. tiD clipper'• bow, the order waa given, aDd the veaaal begaD t o __ allde 

lato tbe water to the accompaniment of roDawed cheer1~ frc:a tbe· ~~ aad · 
. ' 

•troDger bla•t• tram the. ateame,.. • 
• 

. l 
• • • 

• • • 
• • • • • 

• 

• 

• 

. . 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

l!OT ON TH! PROOJW.Om. ' 

. the launching did not go wi thou•t a hitch 
reatraining rcpes anopped with the t , however • for oae of the 

, the river and stuck in the ·mud of t~erain, and the vesael alid aero•• 
OOI:Iingo to rest against the chimDev of opposite banJc • her 1'1lkieh counter 
oloM to the water • , • farm-house wbich wu built . 

Cbeera rent the au and whiatl bl 
ttea of entertainment but' a :~ ~, their loUdeat ·at this unexpected . 
wu connec • no er augh woa coDling. A large bl\waer 

ted to the bow of the vesael and carried ac.rrosa the lucerne 
::dock paat the tea-meeting tents, and hundredu of naigbboura and viaitora=-

'1 of whom were in frock coats and toJ.' hats--willingly laid hold · of the 
rope in an attempt to free the 'ship from the mud All being ready the 
order to pull was given and the etra·in taken up. • The vessel waa f h-1'\l., 
eatablishad in be~ mud nest, however, and across the farm a tug-o•-war 
WU in prograsa, though all the manpower waa on the one aide aa agaiut 
tbe tenacity ot the .mud on th• other •. 

'!'be first pUll prov f.ng unsuccessful, many more ~ople fer.ried them .. lvea 
across the riwr to ·add their weight, and once more the atrain was 
taken UP-thia 'tiu"9 ~y ~pwards of 600 men. When the full weight came, 
8Ud~enly ~e rope br~k9, and the hundreda of wUling workers were -
precipital ed heels-o!,er-head,· with toP-hats fl)'i.ng in all directional . 

. . .:~ ' 

• 

nata was to sianal fQr prolonged hilarious laugbter in Which the •ictiaa 
JotDed ••; heartily a~ the onlookers, many declaring

1

tbat the trip up 
tr~ New~atle ,was w~th it tor that sight alone. 

Purther effort a of this kind were abandoned, and the pleaaUI"e ateanra 1 

were brought into the picture, ropes being paaaed from tbe11 to the 
ntractory ship, which, as though scorning the lubberish attempts of 
the landsmen, bowed gracefully to cra:tt o:t her native el.e"*lt, and .,ved 

, Ml"ebelJ out of the mud into mid-stream :trom where ahe waa warped alo~ide 
tba pier• and moovad. 

fi§ TEA )lEJFtiNG. 
' 

!lae crown ~ moo tor tha hue- tents tor the tea-Meting, which waa 
80111thing tuo more sumi)tuous tb .n the equivalent mod,rn afterDOOn tea. 
We would have called it a "Banquet," hut the name "tea-meeting" had baaD 
llaDded doan tor generations among the 'people called "llethodiata," aDd 
ao tea-maeting it was. At the official table were some o:t the more 

· PJ'Oilinent gueata, many of whom ·made congratulat91'Y addreasas, and wiabad 
the Dew abip every aucceaa, HI". King respoDCfed to all thtt apeect~s iu 
lliJI 0'1111 inimitable style, bia witticisms provoking roara of laughter. 

~ !be aingiq of the "Doxology" brought the proceedings to an end 
otticiallJ, but when t}Je crowda dispereed and three cheer• bad been ·· 
a1ven ·to lira. King and her asaistanta, · the steamer a taking tbllt happJ 
excuraioniata back commenced too-tooting their t~wella, which luted 
tor aw 1 aile a "down the river, · . 

. ' . • 

. AlJ bad tbe feeling that it good wiabes aae~t anyth.ing, the Dew ahip 
:. · llad a good atart, and that a memorable page had been turned in the 
·. · lliatol')' of the River, and, indeed, in the maritime hiator1 of 4\.wtralia. 

M oa the pnvi~• occaaioa, the whole of the procee:ta were pven tGWU"da 
the erectiCD ot ·a Dew church in the neiibbourhood.. 

• 

. . . ' 
• . 

• 

na. lauachine aucoeaetullJ .ovar and the ves .. l aecurelJ IIOOred &&71linat 
tbe pier a, upon which staging b•d been tuil t troll tbe shore, ~e work 
ot tittill&' out commenced-the huge mast• had to be stepped, cabins btailt, 
bOwsprit and apara rig&..-.d, aDd all the r•mning gear attached. A• t.H work 
progreaaed, tbe Paterson River continued to be the scene of apilgrima~ 
ot ahip lovera, the ber1<1'1ng of the sails proving particularly apectacular. 
011 one very calli day the full cloud of sai 1 w~u bent on an m~ts, aa 
though ahe waa in the open aea. It must have teen a glort.ous sight 
when ~very stitch 1he was to carry wa1 exposed to view--a full1 ri 1m~~~d 

• 
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barqu. 1D full aail upon a calm river 
. with a background of weeping willowa. 

-. 

fartunatel)' tbe da tf 
furled botor ~ con Dued without a breath of air and all the aaila were 

bad . • !~n DC • One wonder a how ahe would have behaved thua crowded with 
• aw-uftg wind ariaen. 

Dur~ tbe aontba ot her fitting-out, · the "Harriet King" c•me up river with 
IUpPliea and ~. Her skipper at the time waa Captain Sllith - No relation to 
the akipper who had absconded with the "Uart" somo yeara before. He waa a 
1004 Ieaman but bad a higher estimation of Captain Smith than many othera had. 
Aa be watched th3 Pl'<>greaa of the "Sovereign," he pictured himaelf promoted 
to be her maater, and had ao convinced himself that the owner would follow 
tbta course, that he openly boasted thAt he would be tbe "Soverei~'•" 
tlrat akipper.. · 

• 

But the owner bad other ideaa, and engagftd Captain Kindred aa her firat 
aaater. Und-.r hill the barque was tal(au. in tow to Newcaatle to receive her 
tir1t Clr&"Q, coal, tor Hong Kong. . 

WLat SONS. • 

. 
!be aail-maker who was omployed _on the "Sovereign" was an old 88a-dog with 
a repertoire ot .yarns from tho seven aeaa, and nothing delightet.t·. the boya aore· 
than to hear him spin a yarn. He would hold th~ir attention far houra with 
bt1 colourful accounts of ••a life on the ocean wave." The ima&-ination of ooe 
of· the younger aono, Abrua, ~· tired with the old .sailor'• ator .os, a~ be 
determined to go to sea a~ all coats. So strongly did the viking strain 
course th.900ugh hie veins that he made up his mind that he would sail with 
the •sove~·ign"., permission or no J)6rmiaaion. 

• 

I 

I 
I 

!be parent• talked the ma~ter over, and decided that the beat c01ar• to tan 
would be to let the .fOUDd man cure !limself by having a taate ot aalt water 
uncs.r coDditioiUI in the "toks'l," though they were averse to hia crosaing the 
world without some other member of the family to keep a friendly eye upon him. 
8o it was arranged tll11t two ot his elder brothera, William and Albert, ahould 

' al10 ~ail on the ·maiden voyage. 

1beM Joung men had been working on the veaael from the start, aDd wero delighte 
. at the opportunity to see the world. PUrpoaely,, ther~tore, one of tbe cabina 

. na left incomplete, to accOt:.Dt tor their joint preMnce on board in order to 
oocaplete the work. 'nley were aigned on ,a ship'• carpentera, while the 110re 
Si!petuoua ap~.rit had · to sail "before the maat," hi a ~nta wiHlJ th1Dkiog 
that uQder theae conditions he would be th4t more likelJ to be contonded witb 
a leu adventuroua lite. . . . · · 

•• 

• 

lben the cargo waa all atowed, lather and aona came to Newcaatle to Join tbe 
ftaHl, tbe owner naturally wiahing to see the pride of bia fleet .. t out 

• upon her malden voya,;:e. Newcaatle 't'&a · very intereated in tbe graceful blJ"que 
tbat bad been built by local entGrpriae, ·and when she lett her 1100ringa and 
wu being towed to aea, crowda lined the wbarvea and breakwater to bid her 
fate1all aDd aae how. abe· took to the ••· 

• !M owner remainad on beard. proudly pacJngo the poop and DOtiag with pl-•ure •a. abe rode the Mas aa aail after Ail was ·~aaed by the bree~, until 
tbe tul' was about to caat off, anc! then,· having given hia bleaaing to the boJ• 
wbo were leaving home :£or the first time and would be away tor ll&J17 110ntu, 
be accompanied the pilot aboard thfi tu,;. But on the return trip hie e,..a 
were ~:lued to h,ia beautiful creation, which waa DOW crowdiD&' on her wiD&"a and 
&M lMDiD&' over to the freahening br .. ze • 

• 

• 
• I 

• 
--------------------------------------------~----- ·--------~--~-------------



• 

-t8-
• 

JHR CURE. 

!:: t~ had scarcely c~at ott, and the vessel beginning to feel her teet 
and nbe 

9 W~Ul~-be sailor bet.'1ln to experienco hi~ t lrst bout ot mal-de-me;, 
i can ° eel that it wao all up with him--but it wasn't Re became 

·eo v olently ill that he made sure he was 6~ing to die, and ~is brothers 
became concorned tor him, and reported hie condition to the captain The 
::;ppor waa used to seeing poople in this condition and . asaured the.brothers 

t be would be alright in time, but visited tho boy just the eame. Abram 
pleaded With the captain to put in at Port Btevons ~hich thoy wero now 

· .. aetng, declaring thkt it he would do so he would gladly walk hoa on hts 
bead! After some days he recovered, but all vloions of apending hia lite 
at aea were dispelled tor ever, and throut.-hout the trip he never aueceeded 
in gaining hie sen legs sufficiently to cause hia to reconaider hia 
cletel"'lination to kEMtp away from aalt water. · · 

• 

• 

A FAMILY RCUANCE • 
• 

Tbe "Sovereign" proved herself very sea-worthy much to the delight of the 
eons who bad taken such pride in her building. She had a good run up the 
Australi an coast, but in the tropics met with variable winds. The fairway 
tor aaili~ .vesso~s hod always been through the st. Georga' s Channel, 
which liea between.the islands ot New Britain and New Ireland,. but owing 
to OODtrary winds which drove her soma hundred 111les to the east, tha 
captain decided that, instead of attempting the long taak back to·t~e 
cbanDol, he would uail up the eastern sho~ea of Now Ireland, and rejoin 
ber forl:38r course north of t.he Admiralty Croup. All went w~ll till they 
were three parte of ~he way along New Ireland, w.hen, tor a couple ot daya, 
tbe)' la)' becall\led midwa)' betweea the mainland aod a group known as Tabar, 
or tbe Qar~r Croup. 

• 

In those days the inhabitan~a of both islands were eavaga cannibals, and 
they were not appreciating the fact that they were becalmed in such waters. , 
lome of the crew soon detected smoke ~ignal& rising from both islands, · 
and could distinctly hear the tatoo n! waar drums. It was not long- beto::-e 
a fleet of war canoes approached from both di8<'1'ltions. The 84V8f>'9S soon 
••rrotaDded the ship and attempted to board her. The captain wunoo all 
banda ot the dancer or allowing them on board, and so peaceful u:eaaurea 
were tried, aDd tJ'inketa which bad been brought tor the purpose of trading 
lbon)d the opportunity offer, were thruwn to tho canoes. At fir"t the 
aativea exchanged fruit, vegetables, and curios !or the trinkets, but it 
soon became apparent that they were only skiroiahing ''hilet their 
ocapnniona ·were endeavouring to gain a ~oothold on board. . . 

It took the crew all their time to ward ott theM attempta, and prea.,ntl~ 

• 

ttl drUIIe were beaten and the leaders held a ct>uncil of war, which r e sulted 
ia a concerted att.empt to force their way. The captain eerved out the twelve 
I'\IDB which were kept in hia cabin for emergenciee. ntis certainl~ looked 
-..cb a time, tor the canoes were now ranC"Gd aloQg11ide, and had it not 
beea for tbe firearms, the)' migbt we.ll have beea at the mere~ of theM 

· lwaliac dev ila. • 

. 
At a aigaal from the captain a volley was tired over their heada , a Dd when 
the a.,ke clearei 1 t was evident that the savage• were acared, for t he whole 
n .. t waa moving back to the shore as fast as theiTP.aidlea could prop J 

tbell, Another volloy helped to speed theD& .on t~ir way, and though a s trict 
watch waa kept, no further attempt waa made on the vesael. 

All were gxeatl)' reli-.ved when a favourable wind sprung up tbe tollowiag da)' 

aDd the "Sovereign" drew out ot harm' • way. · 

M a little bo)', the writer had often handled aora atrange things which be 
waa told Wftre island curios that his uncles had obtained 011 their VOJBCV 
to Qaiu. There were curiouDly carved combs, mats, spears, \eaddreaeea , 
eta, wb1cb tilled his mind with wonder. Little die be dreiUI that oDe da)' 

be should eae such things at fir at hand • 
• 

• 



• 
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~tfhaatcentury later, the b~ondson ot the owner ot the 
same coast nt New 1 1 d . "Soverei&'11W come 

•1aa1onary to· tho natives o;eT:~ar~to missionary, and was the pioneer 
bad surrounded his crandtath ' he descendants of the savages who 
Which h~ had wondered at erla vessel solo~ betorer and the curios 
privile as a ad he now saw in daily uae. He was 
civ111~ tondsee these deacendants of cannibals changod into peace-loving 

, a very lovable people. ' 

anNA. • • 
• 

• 

The veeael l01ter bad a brush with those intrepid pirates of those days-
the "Malay pirates," but she outaailed them, and some daya later ran into 
a tJP)loon in the China S'!a. She weathered the storm ltke a thorouchbred, 
aDd eventually made Hons Kong. · 

Here she discharg-ed her cargo, wbilat the three brothers explored the 
leland, doing all the "sights," and making many purchases of eastern 
curiositie" to bring back to rftlatives and sweothAarts. 'nle crossed 
to Kowloon and other places, and generally made the most of the week• 
1pent in port • 

• • 
• 

During the ~oya~~ the yo~19r son ~thered R wealth of into~tion which 
muat h~ve been put to practical use in his p~otesvicn in lator lite, 
for be became a s\:hcolmaster. How !nt1restina his ceography lessens 
auat have heen,.and how the youngsters must havo troquent11 sought to 
"draw him. out" by aoking leading questions about' . . the Orient! 

• 

' 
Tbe gzeat tea-clipper races were then at their height, and such well­
known fliers as~Thermopalae, Sir Lancelot, Li~htning, and Cutty Sark 
wero us~ally first to be loaded' with the new season's tca,and start· 
the great race round the Cape tor the Lor.don mar~et. Whilst waiting at 
Canton tor their .r.argo, the boys could take in the boautitul linea tmd 
toweriDJ mastsot many of these racers to their heart's content, ftlld thou&il 
their own departure was delayed, they were atlply rewarded tor their 
inaction by gazing at .' the c,ntinual movement of world-famous clipper a 
threaded their way through a mue of junks to and from the harbour. · 

At last abe obtained a · place where she could be loaded and with a full 
. cargo, all of which had been carried Dn the ahoulders of coolies, she 

cleared the harbour, southward bound. Fair winds brought her at;:ain to 
the tropics, where, however, she ran into the doldrums, and weeks were 
1pent wi thoot making much headway. The run down the Australian coa•t 
waa uneventful, and the farmer'• 10na felt very homosick when the vessel 
waa abre~at of newcastle, though too tar out to see the tamil iar land­
mrka. 

• 

• 

l'ben rounding(Bpe ·Howe they ran into southerly galea, th& v"ael abipp!ng 
•an)' ae:as; bu't the stout craft behaved' splendidly, albeit some of the cargo 
waa damaged by water. The weather continued rough through the Strait, 
anctal.l were glad when the tug came out of Port Phillip and took her in 
tow, eventually to tie up at the Uelbourne wharves. . . 

• • • The boya did the aibPhts of the southern capitil tor some daya whilst 
awaiting a pass~ back home. At last theytnar;ded llSydDeJ-bouDd ateamer, 
a~ at the latter port transshipped to the Newcaatle piCket, and theDCe 
bolla, where a greatwelcome awaited them. 

Tbua ended the caiden voyab.,..· of the ta:;:eat locally 'built tran1ocean 
veaaol of her day, which marked an~ther milestone in the career of her 
farmer-shipbuilder owner, The vessel made several lo~ ~oya~"Ga in here · 

· career, including America and China, but never abraiD w1th~the owner•a ~n• 
•• aaemtera of her crew • 
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CfiAPTER 6 -20-

lltVr.RSES 

Durin~ the time tho ~Sovaroign" 'hod been abuUdhg, apeeuhtion 
vaa rite as to whom hor comrnnncJ would be entrunted and it will 
~'{••ellbered that Smith, commnndor o! tho "llftrrio~ Kin,;''• hftcl 

• 11 expected to be pro~aot~d to the lnrgor voenel, and had openly 
~oaated that he would bo ekippor ot tho now ohip. 

Great wae hia chngrin and d!uappoint111ont whon ho waa paaNed over 
~1 the owraer, and tho command given to Cnptatn Kindred---a now 
eoeorl lie felt that ho had boon discroditecl in tho tJhi~p1ntt 
world, and that aoamen in all tho taverna from Nowca~tle tu · 
•rrtaco would havo the laugh on hi111. So badly did he tako vhat 
~t called hia 'disgrace•, that there woro not 3 tow who wnrnud 
tbt owner that tho skipper of the "llarrlot King" had vov~td to 
ret even with hia employer for thus lowerinG hio dignity, and 
advised him to get rid ot tho man. King spoke to tllo ak1pper, 
wbo, to aorvo his own ends, profossod thot ~vorything vaa alright, 
and the owner felt that everything w~uld blow ov?r, 

LOSS 0, "IIAIHHET KING" 

The injured ~an bided hie tt11e, and for several tripa there-
. after nothing happo~od whilst tho vessel carried •e~gre cargoes, 

but the grudge had now become an obaeeaion, and when the bric 
waa carrying her moat valuable cargo tor yoars, oho vaa vrecked 
ttl the coast ot New Zealand in portoctly cala weatltor, tha 
voaael being much nearer the land at tho ti~e thun was the uaunl 
eouraa. The job waa well don•, and vessel and cargo boca•• a 
total loaa. 

Tbe circumatancoa surrounding this disaater wore such aa to 
leave little doubt in the •inds ot those who were intereeted, 
that Captain s~ith had, at lnst, got even and had hie revenge. 
Jt waa not, howovor, an un~ualifiod triumph for Smith, !or, at 
tbe •arine enquiry into tho l~sa ot his ahip he was convicted ot 
aecligenee and lost his certificate. 

LOSS OF SOVF.REJGN • 
• 

. The losa ot the beautiful brig that aailed the aea under hia 
wite•a naae waa a severo blow to her owner. llowever, Ito had hia 
ovn creation, the graceful tea-clipper, and tor yoara abe aailed 
tht Pacific in all directions with varyin~ cargoes. 

.. 

• 

She waa now commanded by Captain Berry, a good aoaaan but 
1•petuoua, and hie tlaro tor taking risks at last brought disaster. 
fter laat voyage waa to Noumea, the port or Now Caledonia. The 
Ytaael had alvays proviouel1 taken the pilot on board before. 
atteapting the reet-atrewn fJassage. On this occasion she bovo-to 
tor ao~e ti~e flying the flag for a pilot, but, as no roaponse 
••e•ed to come, the captain•• impatience got the better ot 
hie judgumont, and supposing that h.e could nnvigate the paaaage 
kiaaelr, sailed the bargue into harbour, witta ~he result that 
abe ran upon the A11idoo Reef and became at total lose. 

Tht fact that the captain lost his ticket tor his impetuosity 
waa little compensation tor the losa or hie ye~ael to the owner. 
She VA& his flagship, hia own croation, and he had spared no 
expense upon the Jovoly bargue vhich would reapond to the 
freaheninc breeze oo more. • 

Aa in th• caae ot the 11Dart11 , whose t im,bem have kept her 
afloat tor 70 years, ao with the ''Sovoreign••, tor, ' though broken 
bJ the ~avea or the Pacific on her coral bed, her bonea refuse 
to clve ln, and portions ot her tiabere were seen fifty yeare 
later by deacendanta ot the builder vhen they were on a viait to 
""' Caladonia. 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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• 

• 
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A FtJ lrTil f.R l'ltOJECT -21-

. Edvard Kin~, with his straight back blue 
!!!ure. and aoven tur.ou·s outlook' his lo;e of t~~e:;a c~:m:~~i~t. 
COIIdat and the shlpa which challen.,.ed its dangers, •ust have 
•s e rom the sca-rnvers of long ago, tor the loss ot his 

0Yoreign'1 vaa only a temporary oclipse. 
He aoon emerged from the cloud which the loas ot hia ahip 

~ad •ade, vith the determination to' build another vessel--this 
\l•e one that would not be subject to the vagariea or the wind 
Re •ade elaborate plans for the construction ot a stee~er, and• 
waa in correspondence with British firms for the fabrication 
et en«ines tor th~ vess~ l. lte made several trips to Sydnoy in 
parauance or his plans, going into the costs of boilers and steel 
platea, tor this was net to be a wooden vessel, though it was 
to be built on the old site. 

This project oc~upied lais atteratio~ tor several aonth¥, and 
acted a~ a solace for the loss of his wind-jamaera • 

• • • . 
A WISE CONSORT • 

Ria wife, who all through his life had been his inspiration and 
. -'o knew hi• Ro well, oncouragod these plans while they acted as 

a reatorative to his wounded ·cpirit. When sho saw th~t he was his 
eld self again, she quietly talked over family ~atters with her 
1pouae, pointing out that the sons wore uow settled with their · 
tuUloa---two ot ~hem on the land, another. as a builder and .... 
contractor, ,.-h1 1st the youn~er ones ,we·re preparing, one to enter 
tbe teaching protesAion, and the other to r.ntor the ministry. 

TheJ abould bo allowed to aako. lheir own careers. 
-

She pointed out that the building of a steel etoaaer would require 
aaDJ more workers than had .the wooden ' veasals. She harselt waa not 
aa rcun~ ad she used to be, and would not be able to superintend 
tbe cooking tor so many, and it he persist~d in the vork che would 
Dot be able to render him the assistance which she would like to · 
c!Ye. Hie own life had been a · str~nuous one, and ho·vaa now well­
to-doe Rather than have all tho worry that the · building or .such 
a· Yeasel wo~ld entaiJ, surely he could afford to takr. it a little 
ea11tr now, and enjoJ vi th her th.e a•esttulness of ttteir later ,...... . 

SQe reminded him that he loved preaching, and would now be . tree 
\o deYote him&elt more fully to this work. 

so this wise woman reasoned with her husband, who all hie lite 
•ad reepectod her judgement, and calmly weighing her arguments, 
•• decided to give up the project vhich, through the aontha, had 

• 

reatored his spirit, and no~ determined to giYe himself more . 
f•llJ to the work ot preacbinc the Gospel. 

• 
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nn~ PUE~ClU:R 

la a preacher he became v~ry Stlccessful, travelling widely 
throu1hout the district ~nd being much sought art~r Cor his 
••nlcea, hi11 no.me rl'ppeo.ring upon many Circuit Plan11. lie 
frequently took three services on the Sunrtay, valkinz to some 
aad drlYlng Ills aare "Dutchess" in his buggy to the •ore distant 
&ppolntmenta. 

lie vaa a forceful and original proacher1 never at a loss for 
words and always definately evangelistic, he won many for the 
lln«doa o! God. Not a few atories arc cnrrcnt among the old banda 
of bis quaint sayings, for, in his onthusina• he ~ould frequently 
lapae into the old Sussex dialect, which added a ·certaln 
plctureaqueness to his utt!rances. 

• 

For oYer hal! a century he preached with great acceptance. 
la a aaall boy the writer accom~anied hid ~randfather on many of 
bla preaching tours, ostensibly to open the gat~s, but ~ore . 
likely for coapany for tho two were greatly attached to each other. 
Re well reaombers tho upstanding, forthright old preacher with hia 
quaint· dialect and wi t.ty sayings. · · . 

On one occasion he heard the preacher declare in a sermon, 
-the Grace of God be like a round ot beef--you can cut and come 
acain". 

Unlike ma~y preachers then and nov, he never used notes for 
Ilia discourses, but towards the last, owing to !ailing vision, lt 
vaa bla cuatoa to write out his teT.t on a small piece of paper 
which he kept in his waistcoat pocket, lest he might have -
difficulty in finding the ~ text in tho Dible • 

On one occaaion the writer remembers the little church at 
Mount Vincent, = ~here the pulpit vas situated in a corner near to 
an open vlndov. During the singing of the hymn before the s•r~on 
lle aav the old man take out his text and lay it upon the open 

• • llble, ~nd then, taking up his hymn book, join lustily in the 

• 

.. -

•lnr.ing. Unnotic~d by. him, though not by the congregation, a 
puff of wind carri~d the paper~out of the windov. The hymn 
concluded, and the ·people settling d~~n !or the disc~urso, the 
preacher fumbled in his pockets, took u~ the hy~n book, turned 
oYer leaYea of the Bible, and then had another rumblr. tn hia 
pockets, and then announced, "Ah, I've lost me ta.xtl But it 
doean•t. aatter." Then, thinkin~ or some suitable quotlltion from 
the old 'ford, he announced it and proceeded all unrurrlcd to 
preach the serMon .he had in his mind to deliver. H~ evidently 
wo"ld baYe agreed with the dictum: "A sermon ~an be preached 
froa any text, at any given distance from tho text!" . 

I!GATTIN 
• • 

There ~re atill a number living vh~ reaeaber the follovlnc 
1Htdent. 

It vaa Cbriatmas time, and be wanted to preach on the birth of 
Jeaus Chriat. There was no trouble over his "taxt" this time, but· 
It vaa the aatter ot the scripture reading which vas the cause of 
eadelibly prin~ing that. service on the minds of his hearers • 

• kYidently too busy to select his reading he!ore leaving home, 
~e opened the Bible and commenced reading the !irst chapter of 
St Matthew•~ gospel. Students will know ··that the birth story 
co•e• at the end of ·the chapter, while the first 17 Yersea 
contain the genealogy or Christ. Having taught.himselt to read, .. 
aad neYer being very good in pronoun·cing some ot the Biblical 
a .. es, he waded in and stumbled over the names through several 
Yeraea. Casting his eye •own the page, and seeing nothing but 
"Johoniaa begat Salathiel"• and Salathiel begat ~orobabel," otc., 
~e aade another attempt and stu•bled through another verse1 
then , disgustedly turning over the page• he reaar~ed, "Ah, and 
tbey kept on begattin till t.be end or the chapterl" 

• • 
• 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

.lfti'"LUE'NTJAt LAYMAN 

Not onlr was his preachin eo h 
~lelded • powerful 1 tl . ~ u~ t nttar, hut na a lny•an he 
Cl 1 n ucnco in his church II 

rcu t Steward of th~ Morpeth Circ • e waa elected as 
tlrty years with Marked abilit ~~t, a pootition he held for 
~•• a tower ~r atrenth t Y• A Y AR&isted by his wife, he 
reali~ed hie vorth. 0 a a~cceaaion ot ~inisterR who · 

I 

He •• a very liberal giver to all charitable organiaati and religous 
th 1 - ons, and was voted to the chair of all public 

gab etr ngs, and usually headed nll aubAcrlption lists ~ith a 
au s antial cheque. 

kiDuring the minisry ot the Rev George Lane, the latter in 
•• ng him . t~ occupy the choir at a MiRoionary ~eating, d;livcred 
a happy speech oulogisin~ tho chairman, ond then, t.urn ing to 
!he chair, exclahhtd, 110, King, live for over --- Edward King." 

Ah, I d~re say,•• said the old mnn with n twinkle in hie eye 
"He knove I'm good , t:or a £10 note 1" ' ·· . 

THE REPRES~NThTJV~ 

For •any years F.dw~rd King roproeented his church at tho 
District ~1eeting---now called Synod---and the a·nnual Con·ference 
In Sydne7. ne nlwaya stayed with his d6u~hter, )lr~. C.A. Taylor, 
vl•o then reeidod at nald Rock, Dalmain, und, t~gether with hie 
aon, the Rev ·Edward King, would take the ferry across to 
the Sussex St Wharf ond thence t.o Conference, where he vas an 
outstanding figure. 

The Rev J.G.M. Taylor once told the writer that, whenever 
)lr. King roge to speak tl1ere would bo an expectant silence, and 
lobbyists would hasten into Conference. WeLl-knowing that ho 
would have oo11cthing worth liRtening to. Ilia viae counsel, 
forceful utterance, .quaint dicleet und lrreprossible humour~ 
von for him a unique place among. the laymen. of his day. 

'l'IIE LIKF.NESS 
. 

On ono occasion in the old Centarr Hall in York Stroet, the 
Home Mission Society decided to have ph?tographa of tho pi~necrs 
ot Methodist thrown upon a screen by •magic lAntern' aR part of 
their annual Demonstration, and consequently required King's 
photo~raph for the purpose ~f making a elide. The old g~ntle~en 
had a rooted objection to aitting for what he cnlled his 
''likene~a''• and so hia son wns forced to resort to guile in order 
to obtain it. "I waa thinking ot having my photo taken, fnth6r'l 
the son announced one e~~orn ing on the ferry. "Ah, well I' 11 50 
~id ye.•• said his sire. Arrangements having previously been made 
vi th the P.hotosraphor, to the Crown Studios they went, and th~ 
ReT t,'dward King os-tensibly posod before the callera. nut it was 
hia father, sitting near, who waa taken without his knowledge. 

When the eventful Demonstation came ott, a group of the King 
fraternity were aittinr to~other, and as slide attcr slide came 
on, the old man kept up a running commentary. "Ah, I know dat 
•ana why• dat•a old rickering: I remember ---" But before he 
could complete his reminiscence, anot~er !nee flashed upop the 
•ereen. •• Ah, dat be old 'Boomerang• Yus, he was -----" And so 
lt went on much to the a11use~ent ot many sitting nearby. 

Presently hie own photograph came on. Silence! The~,turning 
to his san, he asked, "Who be dnt old tool, Edward 1" It was 
the only one he didn't r~cogni~el When the story vas related 
In Conference next day there· was a roar of laughter in whicb 
the old •an joined heartily. 

• 

-.A_D-..-.IS-..T_A_N_T_H_O_L_l_D .~ 
• • 

After entering the •inlatry in the 7ear 1878, his son waa 
tranaferrAd to Queenaland and stationed at Charters Towers, 
aucceeding the first ainiater to be "tationed on the tableland. 
Ria proud father journeyed to North Queensland to visit his 
eon, and during hia.at~y conducted ~any services in the diatr~ct. 
He must havo assisted hia son in oth~r waya, !or the writer 
Yiattlng ~The Towers• tourty years l4tcr, Gp~nt somo time 
during his ~fissionary Deputation engagements, going through 
the old roccrds ot tbe circuit that were found in the parsonage 
•tudy. 

He vad able to trace maray of tho aet!v!ties of his uncle 
tn that oowly-tor~ed Methodist centro, but whnt interested hiw 
~oat vos comin€ U?On ~ia grandfftther•s t.andvriti~g on some 
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official docum~nts. The ink had f«dcd consl~erably, but he 
recognised the l1andwritlng at onco. 

The old man had evidently been a witness to a nu•ber or 
aarrlnges celebrated by his son. In this capacity he would 
doubtless have congratulated the happy couples· in • n~at 
epeecb, for on such occasions l1e excoll~d l1imselt. 

Th•re in the •uaty old Marriage ltegister waa the name--~ 
ldvard King---boldly w~ltten as witness in sevoral places to 
aarr.lacea celebrated in the early e~ghties of last century • 
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•• • • 

~::n"~!t;~;:t~~~:~~al ~~ovl~dge of Edward King dateo fro• the ti•• 
b no ce. The eYening shadows were eYen then l 
•1inning to lengthen for the he!o of thla sltetch. Ills masaive 

bead vas snow white, and hie erect frame had begun to droop1 hie 
~eet had lost much of their sprightliness, though he could etlll walk 
or ailes without tiring, and he vas still koonly alert to all the 

topics of the ~ay1 he could still take long p~~aching tours and he coul 
row "do old hoaart" vi th the best. Like •loses ot old, his ~atural 
etren1th vas not abated. 

HIS GRJi!,\TF.ST SORROlf • 

Tbe .only sweetheart he bYor had, the girl he had married vhon she 
was only 16, the ~other of his ee~~r.teen children, the inspiration 
of all his ent~rprise, and the sharer of all his triumphs and 
disasters, worn out with he~ own steenuoua BerYico, !ell on sleep 
in the month ot June, 1890 9 in the 73rd year of her age. She was laid 
to rest in the fa~ily allotment of tho ce•etery at Uinton. 

All tbe re•aining children were now married and had fa•iliea ot their 
ova, and the old ~an •as alone in the home that was lite~ally .crammed 
with •emories. A fdmily council was held after the funeral, and it 
waa felt that it would he a pity to tako the tath~r away fro3 the old 
bo .. to reside with. any ot the various members of the iaaily. So a 
eolution was arrived at by requ~sting Louise, one of the lAst-born twin: 
who then r~&ided at ~taitland, to ghe up her own hcae and come to 
reside vhere sho had been born and keep house for her ageing father, 
her husband at that . time being away on the Richmond River. 

, 

So lt came about that tho writer, togoth&r 
family, caue to ruside at Wall~long. 

A GREAT CO.IPANIONSitll" 

. 
vitb other aeaboro ot .tho 

The old •an consoled himself wi·th the 11 ttle boy who became his boon 
co•panion, accompanying him everywhere. Part of his daily ritual was 
to climb on the old gentleman's shoulders as he sat at table after ·· 
breakfast, and comb the snow-white hair--a diversion which was greatly 
encouraged by his grandfather, and which often. lulled him to sleep. Aa 
tbe combing would proceed the old man would invariably ask: "Be dare an 
shad, \:ea?" "Shud" vas the Sussex equiYalent tor dandruff. 

TR~ PILGRIMAGE • 

EYer, Saturday tor years the old aan would take hie little grandson 
dftu to "de old boaat" and row .the three ailes down to flinton, where 
toptbf)r they would. proceed to hi4:5 wife's graYe. LoYJ.ngly he would 
boe any weeds that aay baYe sprung up, place new flowers in the 
stands, and generally tidy up. Then he would stand bareheaded, with 
hie ~and upon the tombstone, and com•une with the spirit or the 
depar.ted tor what see~ed to the little boy an inordinate length of 
U.ae. lie seemed loath to leave the spot, and' perhaps it was the 
childish iapatience of his companion which would cause hia eYentually, 
witb a last .long look and a deep sigh, to be led away down to the 
boat again, and thence the long pull hoae. But the ae•ory o~ the 
oae •e had ''loved long since and lost awhile" would linger through 
the Journet, ' and 'hie companion's habitual chatter would be subdued, 
tor instinctively be felt that he vue o-n "holy ground" and in t.he 
pre .. ace of things unseen which he Yacuely. apprehended but little 
aaderstood. ~ 

• • 

• 

• 
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0TI1ER TRIPS 

A Ute loug !riendshi, b ahip t t I may e summed up in the words. "We were 
v i ·•a eo ogether •" Mr • and ~tra. tlrooker came out. with tho 
111. nga on the "Lady Nugent " d h d t h p t • an a settled some •iles rorther up 

ho a erson RiYer beyond Dunmore · Drldgo. llere the rolict or hie 
• ipa at e continued to reside, together with an in!erm aiator whose 
passage to this country had been ' pald by Edward King. ne telt a 
k ind of responsibility tor these two old ladies, and they frequently 
sought his advice over their bus iness affairs. 

''Ah, I think I ' l l see how old lady Rrooker be doin,'' he would eay, 
and ott we would go. It was .a long pull hut full of delight to hie 
eoapanion, tor as well aa the magnifi~t riyer scenery to delight 
his eye, the old gentleMAn would tell hi• stories or his own 
eArly days . Finally they would tie up at the wharf and proceed to 
the old home where they ~ould he ushered into an old ''sitting roo•'' 
fille~ with carved st~aight-bnck~d chairs with antima~asaara, upon 
one ot wh i ch the li tt le boy had to sit very still and endure a 
lengthy conversation ~hkh was altogether over his head. After a 
cup of tea and a wa l k round the gard~n, at last th~y vere tree 
to get beck to the boat and th~ homeward journey wo~ld soon lispell 
the feeling or imprisonment experienced in that silent houae. 

• 

So•etimes he would decide to pull the boat round into the llunter and 
up to ~orpeth. As he pulled round bend after bend in silence,· a 
deep sig~ w~uld eocape him. Had he boen picturing the time when 
hie beloYered "S6Yore ign" had been towed around these bttnds? The 
old riYe r was f ul l of memories for the man who would neYer t~el 
tbe beeYin~ poop bene at h his f eet again. At Morpeth he would 
pay calls on so•e or h i s cronies, purchase "Spanish" at the shop 
which had two enormous bot tles 'filled with coloured water pro•inently 
displayed in the window, nex~ would co~o the fruiterer's and finally 
a shop with many glas s j ars tilled with lollies. liit!r these purchases 
they woc.ld return t o the boat and home. The "Spanish," or li~o>"ice, 
was always kert in the home, and daily would tho old man preaent a 
small piece t o the boy, who al l his life has been p~rtial tothe 
coatectioa. 

ttAITLAND. • 

Maitland! Wha t a wonder ful place to the littlo boy, vith ita many 
ehops f ac i ng Hi'h stree6• and its busy cro~~s • 

. • 

Occaaionally old "Duchess" would be harnessed up to the buggy 
and that wonderf ul journey through the tar•a, acDosa Dun•ore Bridge, 
through Large and East •taitland end then West Maitland itoel£ would 
t i ll the boy with delight. ot all the purchasoa that tilled the 
tray of the buggy he remembers but one--the poctet knife! As a 
•atter of fact th: old man would purchase a dozen at a tiae, but the 
l ad waa not to know that. Th~ ~eturn journey could not pass ~uickly 
enough till he could use that precious weapon upon the clump of 
ba•booa down the bank! When the opport~nity arriYed •t last, many 
baaboos suffered at his hands, some ot tbea returning tho coapl~aent 
by leaYiag a poiaonoua splinter aa a re•lnder of · tbe battle • . 

• 
Neat day the pocket knife vas nowhere· to be found, but in respon~e 
tb the plaint1Ye, "Fa, I lost my knife," the old •an would ~o to tbat 
wonderful draw of hie and pacify the youngster with anotbe~. In a 
day or two the aame perforaance vould . be gone th~ough till the 
atock was depleted. · , 

• • 

Looking back oYer the hears, that youngster 
certain cousins of his were not responsible 
leaat aoae of tbqse kniYeal 

often wonders whether 
for the lose of at 

·">o, 
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1JtS CHURCJt FLOI'IIU. • 

Sunday m~rning on the Paterson River presented a beautiful sight half 
a century a~o. The various faruilie• along the banks for some miles would 
dl~•• in their £unday beat and take to the boats--the women and ~irla in 
their gay frocks and open parasols to protect thoir faces from sunburn, t 
men dressed in black, th~ir coats folded neatly upon the thwarts, their 
•leevea rolled up, rowing-- and all making their way to "service" at 
~allalong"Chapel ." 

• 
• 

The graceful ~e~n •illowa lin1ng the banka with their slender branches 
caroaain~ t.he water, would frequently har~ur a choir of magpies 
chortling a Sunday introit as the boats gilded past. Here and th8re 
would be clumps of reeds from the depths of which would sound the rich, 
deep notes of the reed-bird, while finches and wrens would add their 
ch&tter, and ~he glorious kingfisher would dart through the foll~~~. 
Sometimes redbills, waterhens, and ducks would rise, protesting at their 
diaturbar,ce, and :tly to &Jafety, or a pelican would wait till tho l&st 
minute, and then ita great wings would 1 if t 1 t above the •Rter to go 
8k1a:a1ng the eurfnce for hundreds of yards only to come to rest and 
tloat graceful!~ like some ancient Roman galley in the distance. 

• 

Green lucerne fields, sheds crammed with hay, and farm-hou· ~s would 
~libe by ln turn, £n~ yonder three farm~horsea •ould be nodding .their 
beads together as they enjoyed the Sabbath rest. 

A.. many a• ten boatloads of 1110rahippera~ at " t !me could 1'8 aoe1• u:;>on 
tbe river, the King fraternity accou:1t1ng fer five or six theoselves. 

The writer will nev~r forget those Sabbath days. The two-mile pul~ 
along tho placid waters, the~collection of boats at the landing-steJe, 
the ~thering of formers ·cruttting in the dl urch yard, the sac.ldlE'-iJoroes 
and the buggies, tt.e solemn entry into the House of God, his mother 
presiding at the or~n, his grandfather in the pulpit, and his uncles . 
solemnly taking up the collection. Then, &3rvice over, the retu1·n pull 

• 

homo. After lunch would come the pu!l acroRs the river aDd 1he hto-mile 
walk to Larp, repeating the text to the teacher in SWlday School, 
the notao interesting leason, and the long walk home. · 

SPARROWS. 

At the old home 1h ere grew three large orange tree a in a ra. which 
harboured count· ~·· sparrows. Recalling how ap~ro•-pieluld been 

· enjoyed when he was a boy in England, grand:! ather decided on one 
oecaoion to have another taste of the old dish. He dug a fur_ow 
parellel with the trees •hich he strewed liberally with grain, asd 
then aquatte<t'down at the end of the long :furrow with his de>Wle­
barreled gun loaded with fine shot. When the birds filled the treneh 
they received the frat barrel. The daughter was ~ea~, the flying 
dirt killing aa many aa the shot. When the rest r~ae they rec~ived the 
other barrel, with the result that carnaf.Q reigned. There were three 
tuba full of birds, and hie daughter was plucking and cleaning the 
tiny 'game for hours. She did not attempt to do the lot, but had 
sufficient for aeveral pies, much to the delight of the old sportcmaD • 

• • • . 
VISITING PREACHER. 

A frequeDt visitor to the old home .as a local-preach~r by the name of 
Barnes, a man with a fatal · fluency of speech, •ho 1 "twas said, got . 
bis aermontl out ot "The Christian Herald." King had a free Sunday 
aDd waa a member of the congregation when Barnes preached. ~ usual 
the preacher came to dinner.,, and when tho meal ... a over ~18 boat 
pointedly asked, "Where ·did you get tht.lt ona, Eill?n illuch ' to tbe 
c:u>ntueion of the preacher. . 
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THk CAT. 

• 

The writer retuembers a c::at which was by "BY of belng a pet with him. 
Ria grandfather was undel" the impret~sion that it waa a "tom " but 
When it had kittens 1n the clothes b~sket, the amusement wa; great 
Wben he harat cut in surprise, "Be it a sow-cat, denT' 

When the merriment, in which he joined heartily, had aubaided, be 
chuc:kl8d. "Ah, dare bono fool llke de old !ool." 

Tim '93 FI..OOO. 

In March. 1893, the dlstrict waa visited by torrential rains, twenty­
three 1nchee in twenty-tour houra being regbtercd duri~ part ot the 
deluge. aa a r~ault ot which the record flood occuned • 

• 
Aa the river overflowed 1 ts banks, all the live stock waa swum to the 

• 

hill country behind boats, and as the water rose in the houses, families 
were re~oved to hay-stacks in the sheds. Owing to experiences in former 
tloode • theae oheds had been built on raised mounds, but this one rose to 
a height of nine teet in the upraised shed, a IX1 the top o! the nay-s tack 
only eix feet above flood level. The !2rmhouse ·showed just the tcp d · 
the ridge. On those atacka two tamilie~ lived for three ~eeks in the 

was 
• 

' 
~t primitive conditionB; nQt that the flood lasted tor ao long, but tha 
bonae• had to be washed of the mud which had gathE"red in them, and dried 
before they ca.ald be used again • 

What fun 1 t all was for the younC9r fry '.! The salvaging of ll!any thingaJ 
in tbe beats, the haystacks floating past, many of them crowded with !owls, 
aDd tle aky-l.arking carried on by the pent-up boys. 

1be flood brou~t down many cecfar lo~ that had been felled at the . 
headwaters eighty miles away, and thea~ , together with piles of driftwood 
were de~si ted over the farms. The concern o! the man on the land waa 
to clear hie !arm of the rubbish aa aoon aa possibie, and great tirea ~ere 

· etarted in the driftwood cauaing cruch valuable timbar . to be conaUDed. 
0 

JMward King advised hie eon, Albert, to retrieve as much of the cedar ·aa 
be could, tor, although he wae a farcer, ever since the building of tM 
"Sovereign" he had built ekii:ta !or the nei~boura md was really an 
expert boat-builder. 

0 

He took hh father's advice azxS cany logs were hauled ott neighbouring 
t".ane and tOIYed by boat rotmd to hie whur!, l•ter to be converted into 
eraoeful river craft. 

When the flood ~ubeided, there waa left upon the 
DiD& 1nchee thiclc, which rejuvenatod the lard ao 
pbeaominal cropa were· harvested. 

BEATING FLOa>S • 

Cal ntryaide a rich loe11 
that !or year• after 

• 

• 

• 

Ae Maitland ia built on the banka of the Hunter, the '93 flood proved 
a peat disaster !or buainesa people in thAt and other towna. Between 
tbe two Ma.itlanda the river goea of! at a· tangent and after meand-;,ring 
around the coWltry for seventeen miles, returna to within hal! a mile of 
iteelf at a place called Narrowgut. A channel waa dug which abort­
circuited the river by seventeen milea, and helped future flood water• to 
aet avay. 

' 

At Wallalon.g the farmer• decided to dig a largo& drain at the back of their 
tara to carry off through flood-gates the water• of Jjoaaible future floods . 
nw work wu many montha in progreu, the farmera g! vin~ a d8J a week each t o 
tbe project • • 

• 



• 

• 
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A PROPJm:Y. ·· 

The aoil :that came from the drain was brought to tha river' bank, a~ 
waa uaed to build a retaining wall ten feet hightright round the farms. 

King agreed with the idea .of the dra in to take the superfluous 
watera away, but wao opposed to the building of the dam which woulC: keep 
the land from being periodically inundated with fertilizing silt. He 
argued that, although floods did a lot of dftmab~ they also did good, for 
tbeJ helped to rejuvenate the lnnd; and he w~ned them that they would 
iapoveriab their farms by persisting in their design. 

However, 
the dam, 

the major~ty thought o~ly of · the roce~t 
with the :result that toore baa not been 

damage, and constructed 
• an inundation since. 

A few years ago the ~iter visit~ a relative on one of those far~~. 
and waa told that the only way crops can now be' assured is by a 
liberal use of artificial fertilizers. 

ldward King a prophecy has come true • 
• • 

AM AKUSlNG INTERLUDE. 
·~ 

• 

These wore leiaurely days, before the advent or the u~iquitous motor 
lorry which rushes produce to market, or fluctuating taarket prices 
were listened to over the air. Days when fa:-mers would f:hink nothing 
of taking a day off .to help any cause • 

. 

When the great drain was being dug, a neighbour had a man working for 
him who was a bit simple; noone Ia~'-., his nsme other that George, rmd 
be waa devoted to his maater and implicitely believed what was told 

• # 

hill • 
• 

. 
AD old willow tree had been swept by the flood across the road, and it 
waa necessary to sftw it tbrough in order to remove it out of the 
workmen s way. But sawing green willow is something like sawing 
through a roll of blankets-hence the follo·dng story. 

In tbt presence of many of the workers, his boas bet a neighbour a 
pouud that George cwld work so hard that his shirt-tail would catch 
fira? To this George iMtantly rosponded, "T"nat•s right." So a tc~t 

was to be made on the willow tree the next day. Word had gone around, 

• 

and a good crowd gathered to see th6 fun. 'I'he cross-cut saw best:-ode the 
offending willow ,man ·after man taking turns on one end of tbt aaw bet 
only pretending to work, while tm other end lllla mannod throughout bJ 

• the redoubtable George. He waa soon perspiring fi'-eely, and to giv-t 
bill .. l'f more freedom, be pulled out his shirt from his trousers. The 

·•·· crowd alternately jeered aDd encouraged him, whJ.ch had the effect of .... 
•aking him redouble hia effort•~ .. • 

• 

FinallJ ae tbt tree wae almoet severed, ~d George a Jmoat exhauated, 
hia boaa waa lighting hia pipe behind him am t _ouched the match to the 
flying tail, causing hia back to be aoon a~laze, t~ · hia own deep 
aatiafaction and tha ro.ar of approval from th~ crowd. ·· 

• 

Old Mr. King, who beld · the atakea, aolemnly peaaed the moner ove~ to 
Oeoree'• boaa, and heartilJ congratulated George on hia proweaa! · ,. 

I I 

• 

• . \ 
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The aame Georce had ~ non-de-acr ipt dog,· !ai thful ono utih but like a 
lauaage--hai!-bred. The Maitland Show was approachin~, the great event 
of the y~ar, and some of th~ lads assured Geor~ that he had a good 
dog and should put him into the show. For weeks ~orga groomod the 
animal and thf'311 took it to the show confident of a prize. 

Edward King had taken hia grandRon ostensibly to see the •ights of 
the show, but princ ipally to see the tun he kn~w would be caused by 
the dog. When the judgin 'i: was o ver and tho dog ne t placed, King ~oo.mia­
erated Georse to such an extent th.ot he went up to the judt:e, and naked, 
r.1 aaJ,. why d i dn 1 t my dog l»"St a prize?" "Which is your dog?" asked Ua 
Judge. "Wh)', that bea u t iful· dog in No. 8," said George. Lookir.g down 
tbe kennel a, the j udgs said , "Oh, th&t ~ Why there · a a lot wrong with 
that.". Hereupon Ge<' 11:0 demanded, ·~Well, '*hat • s wronc?" By now the 
crow had gathered, a nd tho judge wanted to escapa. · ''Wall," he said, 
"tor one thing hia legs are too short." George looked ver)' hard at him 
for _a minute, •nd then fairly shouted, ~But they touch 'the ground, 
doD' t they?" 

·That waa the lut Show Edward King attended • The crowda we~ too 
ucb tor him • 

• 

THB "ANNA MARIA" 

• 

Tbe great event of the.weok wao t he coming of the "Anna Karia," n flat­
bottomed, atorD wheel r i ver dro crer, which called at the various farms, 
putting ~ut long p l anka down ~hiqb &lid the bales ~f hay that been pressed 
tn tbe abeda. \ 

Whep •~ had a full load she steered badly, owing to the fact of being 
down a't t~e head . Like a drunken man trying to walk a chalk-line, •he 
would_ nose into the cud , t irat on thia side. of the river and then on that, 
until Bhe would ~ventually come to Uorpeth snd transfer her ca ~ to the 
• 

old "Namoi," t o be t aken by the old paddle-steamer to the Sydney mar~ets • 

She waa an old stea mer then, having been built in 1861, but her puffing 
and panting were a great delight to little boyo.. Not such a delight, 
however, was her whistle , which was a fearsome blast for little ear3 
to endure . 

\ 

was com anded f cr many years by Dave Ted d, who waa . ever ready f ~ 
hLI Joke, ~nd kr~w of a certain little boy who .would plug his ears and 
ruil lcream1n8' to h i • grandtbther for protection should the whiatle be 

• j • I 

uaecl in the vicinity of th& farm house • 

oa one oecaaion he reme~~ a big cousin for a "lar~" pinning hie erma 
• 'J .. • 

beb1Dd hia back aa the atftma,r wna pauing, and ~ho~t.1~ •.. '!Blow ,th, 'lrh~~tle-
oav.,," which Todd' readily did,•oaring with laught,r at the struggling • 
Mcr11a1ng little .eapti~ oa the bank • 

''It•· .old goeatleman came to the •rescue, and something ~ t ,he o.ld· : •..:: 
••ter ot ae~ tluMd out. The bully was hurled ~rOlj ~ ba~ t ~A Todd 
recei"d a vi,tuperative caau~, .. uos 'Which "he remeaatse~ for )'ea,J-~. !lathing 
•ott•..S hia ·anger aore than to ••• pa-in intli~ted waDt~nl)' • 

• 

. 
• • 

~ tJ.Die AITi 'Jild wht n Jd• da~~- wellt. to live at. ~M~ . ~~ 
.. triarch wa• takeD :ho11 tbe 'Glcl b~e to end hie -~•· . • W1111u 

"' at 'La~-. Be made ae\rera.l tri-pe to NewcaaUe to ... , but 
. toaarcs.F -thW" 'la•t 1 t: wait -felt. 'that be abOuld ..a~ 'De . tl'e"l 

alOIIeJ ~ t~ .,laat ·htr.j~ were...,J)ent fluiet};J• tii.. ~Dt f~iJlg 1Dto 
the beckgrou.d, ·wbllit .. tbe 1>AB'l' be<.ame iDc~•iuglJ llon wtvid aa ._econc\ 
clllldbood came upol'l hia. 

Ia tM Jear 1908 he J)e&QIJtai1J tell ~~ al,eep in the DiDOtJ !Ot.tr.l.~. · • 
ot bS. age , to fll)en h 1 8 •1•• iD tbi bnct tOt e t•r•l you t t:a. 
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