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However, Sidney Vivian Reynolds, one of the grandsons of Charles and Frances,
retained Duninald’, which was in part being developed for dairying. Two of his sons
are still on the property, one (the eldest), Sidney Meurant Reynolds, continuing to live
in the original 'Duninald’ homestead (now known as 'Old Duninald"), with his wife,
Phyllis, where they took up residence in 1938 and reared their family.

During all those years, the locality near 'Duninald’ and the creek whose natral
water-course ran through the land granted to William, was known as Dunns Creek,
which was the official name. A few years ago, an application to the Geographical
Names Board resulted in approval of a change to ‘Duns Creek', as it no doubt should
have been from the start.

The next marriage of one of the daughters of William and Maria was im 1847 when
George Faircloth, a banker, married Maria Arkley Dun. They moved to Ipswich in
1852; he had apparently been transferred previously from Ipswich to Maitland, and at
Paterson he had met and married Maria Arkley. In 1853, he opened the first branch of
the Bank of Australasia in Ipswich, which he managed for nine years. The family
grew as children were born, and they moved their home to Booval late in the 1850s,
where George had purchased a property. Some years later, George left the bank, and
commenced cotton growing. Then, in the late 1860s, they moved to Gympie, where
George became Police Magistrate, and on retiring, the family settled in Bundaberg,
where both George and Maria lived out the rest of their lives, dying in 1889 and 1907
respectively. Much of this information has been kindly provided to me by Janet Dennis,
a descendant of George and his wife, Maria.

As explained earlier, although the next marriage was between Clara Eliza Dun and
Henry Vivian Hassell, on 8 July 1857, the information available about that family is
very limited at this stage. In that same year, Charles Allan Dun married Zorayda Anne
Bedwell, on 31 December, and the story of that family will be outlined at length later.

Henry Percy and the Dalby Duns are the next family grouping. Henry was the second
youngest son of William and Maria, and being born in 1837, he would have been too
young to appreciate the hardships of the hungry Forties' at the time, and their effect on
'Duninald’. However, as he lived through his teen-age years, he would no doubt have
been aware of the lack of prospects on the family property, and may have found the
growing talk of a move to Queensland to be full of promise. Charles, his older brother,
would have told him of his experiences during the 1840s in the south-west of that
northem area, and his sisters, Catherine, Maria and Clara had all moved with their
husbands to those parts.

Of course, Queensland became a separate colony only in 1859, but by then, Henry
would be aged twenty-two, and would surely have decided it was pearly time to go.
Charles of course did not leave for the new colony until his father had sold ‘Duninald’,
and he probably went north in 1862, with his wife, Zorayda, and their two daughters at
that time. We could imagine then that Henry and also his younger brother, Seaton, may
have decided to travel up with Charles, and to help with the transport of whatever goods
they were taking for their new home.
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In those days, the movement north would probably be to the west of the Dividing Range
to avoid the numerous rivers flowing to the coast on the eastern side. It could be
expected that the route would be through Singleton, and generally similar to that now
taken by the New England Highway.

Initially, Henry worked on a property at Stonhenge, in what would then have been the
far outback of the new Queensland colony; it is situated west of Rockhampton, and to
the south-west of Longreach.

In 1868, the 'Crown Lands Alienation Act' became law, opening up grazing land for
closer settlement, and it may have been soon after that time that Henry (H.P.) selected
land on Myall Creek at Irvingdale in the Dalby district.

On 11 February, 1871, Henry Percy Dun (known normally as H.P.), then aged
thirty-four, married Kate Elizabeth McMahon, aged about twenty-three, in Dalby. Kate
had been born at Bally Vaughan, Coumty Clare, Ireland, daughter of Timothy McMahon
and his wife Kate (nee Hogan). One of the witnesses at the wedding was Charles Dun,
and another was Ellen Mary McMahon, possibly Kate's sister. At that time, Charles
was just about to move from Ipswich to his property at Lake Cootharaba, but probably
did not leave until later in that year.

There were five children of the marriage between Henry Percy (H.P.) and Kate,
including two who died young, Kate (in 1882) and Charles Herbert (in 1883). The
surviving children included firstly two daughters, Maria Madelaine (born in 1871) and
Lucy Ethel (bom in 1875), and there was a son bomn in 1878, named Henry Percy after
his father, but known as Tim, possibly in recognition of his maternal grand-father, and
to avoid confusion with his father's name.

Henry's wife, Kate, was sadly to die on 15 November, 1883, and as one of the children
died in that same year, it is possible that it was another case of that scourge of the time
(and of any time), a death in child-birth.

Each of the three surviving children lived to old age. Of the daughters, Maria married
Thomas McInnemey and died aged 76 in 1948; Lucy married Kingston Sydney
Falkiner, there being two daughters of that marriage - Lucy died in 1954 aged 79 years.
Henry (Tim) married Charlotte Mary Jane (Lottie) Briskey in 1912, and there were ten
children - Tim died on 1 November 1969, aged 91 years.

Most of those ten children remained in or not far from the area of the Darling Downs,
and I have been fortunate enough to have been in contact with some of them over the
past few years. They include Ethel Marie (sadly, recently deceased), and Kenneth
Clifford now living in Dalby after retiring from the family property at Moola; another
daughter, Beryl Eunice is living in Toowoomba with her husband, Howard Fyson, and

family. Those family members have kindly provided much of the information which I
have about the Duns in that area, and I have also received valuable assistance from

Beverley Bull of Adelaide, a descendant of the Cutten family, in relation to the family
of H.P's second wife, Margaret (Daisy) Cutten, to be referred to later.
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It is said that his wife, Daisy, controlled a strict household, insisting that the niceties of
social behaviour were always followed, sometimes to the extreme, and often to the
distinct unhappiness of those who may have strayed too far from her ideas of the best in
English traditions. Possibly, such an insistence could have been expected from a young
woman who had spent her early life in some form of luxury in England, and no doubt, it
was well-intentioned; nevertheless, it is not surprising that the habit resulted in some
upset in the circumstances of the hard life in the distant parts of Australia during those
difficult early days.

As well as working hard on his father's property, Tim selected a block in the nearby
Moola area, probably in the period 1894-1896, when he would have been in his late
teens. Settlement did not really begin at Moola until 1900 when Patrick Findlay was
contracted 10 dig four tanks. A serious drought resulted in hard times for the settlers
soon after that, but Moola became recognised as a town in 1904.

In the early years after he obtained the land, Tim would ride from Irvingdale to Moola to
clear his block at the conclusion of his tasks on his father's property; he did not live at
Moola until after he married in 1912.

Meanwhile, from just before the turn of the century, Moola suffered seriously from the
prickly pear, which had first appeared at Ringing Plains. Many original settlers were
forced off their land, so Tim was probably fortunate in not having progressed further in
working his property by that time. Even so, it was not until 1928 that the Moola
property-owners brought egg sticks of the cactoblastis grab from Warren, which
destroyed the cactus; it was eradicated by 1930.

After their marriage in 1912, Tim and his wife, Charlotte (known as Lottie), moved into
a small hut which they built on their property at Moola. Later, a second-hand house
was purchased and moved to the property which became their home until it was
replaced in 1936.

H.P. lived to the age of 77 years, dying in 1914, and he had continued to reside at
Irvingdale, which by then was managed by two of his sons from the second marriage,
Leonard and Seaton. H.P. had made an important mark in the district as a citizen and a
property owner, and in the late nineteenth century, he was, for a period, the Chairman of
the Rosalie Shire Council. Until very late in his life, he would still at times journey to
Brisbane to attend the wool sales, and to see his wool being sold.

Before the 1914-18 war, cheese factories were established at both Irvingdale (built on
the creek near the Dun property), and at Moola. The Moola factory was opened in
1912, but prior to that, there had been some dairying in the district, with the cream being
sent firstly to Toowoomba, and later to the Dalby butter factory when it commenced
operations.

Leonard and Seaton Dun, who continued to operate the properties at Irvingdale, both

supplied milk to the factory. One of the children of Leonard and Mamie, (Kenneth
Andrew, a twin), at one time was manager of the factory at Irvingdale, and he later
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farmed in the area. It is understood that the original land eventually became the
property of the other twin (Laurence Seaton), but it has since changed hands.

In 1924, Tim was appointed to the Board of Directors of the Moola Co-operative Dairy
Association, and he remained a director until 1943. During that time, he was the
Chairman for three terms, 'When he died in 1969 (aged 91), Tim had lived a long,
useful and rewarding life, and his worthy partner in that great effort, his wife, Lottie,
also lived to a grand old age, dying in 1978, just a day before her 85th birthday.

The Cuttens in the Far North

While the Duns struggled with the land, and its drought and prickly pear, on the
Tableland, the Cutten family sought success in the greatly-different environment of the
tropical north. Although strictly not a part of the Dun family history, their story is of
great interest, and of course (as previously stated), one daughter of the family (Margaret,
known as Daisy) had married H.P. Dun - thus, a connection. And, Daisy Dun did visit
the Cutien plantation in North Queensland more than once, while her mother had spent
some time with the Duns at Irvingdale, as did one of Daisy's brothers during an illness
later in his life.

By 1882, three years before Daisy and H.P. married, the four Cutten boys sought out a
suitable area on the North Queensland coast north of Cardwell, and it was decided to
move the whole family there when accommodation could be arranged. The land
selected was at Bingil Bay, and they named it '‘Bicton' after Bicton Hills, the country
home of a friend, Lord Rowles, in England. The area was uninhabited by Europeans,
and there were no roads. It took some years for the accommodation to be ready, given
the difficult conditions in the area, and before the move, following the death of his wife,
Henry Percy Dun (H.P.) and Margaret Edith Cutten (Daisy) had arranged to marry, as
mentioned above. The Cutten property at Felton would have been only about 80
kilometres from Irvingdale, the property of H.P., and it is understood that Daisy may
have been employed on the Darling Downs for a time as a governess.

With tremendous energy, and with the advantage of soil and climate so suitable for
growing crops, the Cuttens tumed their small part of the untamed forest into a profitable
farming area, growing a profusion of crops, including (but with varying success in some
cases) bananas, pineapples, tea, coffee, coconuts, many types of citrus, mangoes,
tobacco, ginger, spices, cocoa and vanilla - to name a few!

Local trees provided timber for dwellings and huts, a large break-wall was built to
provide some shelter for boats from the often rough seas, a wooden rail line was
constructed to simplify movement of crated products to the loading area, and
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arrangements were made for small passing vessels to stop so that the Cutten's fruit could
be loaded from lighters. Satisfactory working arrangements were made with the local
Aborigines, with whom relations remained friendly, largely due to the mature and
sensible attitude of the family. There were still no roads, except where they had cut
tracks through the jungle, but movement was possible around beach headlands,
provided the tides were sunitable; of course, there was no need to visit neighbours,
because for many years, there were none. It was hard work, but a time of great
satisfaction and achievement, which in fact filled the lives of four of the Cutten family
(three men and one woman) who spent virtually the whole of their adult years at Bingil
Bay, and did not marry.

The father, Frederick Cutten, died in 1889 as a result of fever, and his widow, Margaret
Cutten, then went to spend some time with her daughter, Margaret Dun, at Irvingdale;
following that, the mother returned to England for two years.

While she was away, the family at 'Bicton' suffered their first serious cyclone in 1890,
and the cost of repairing the damage made it necessary for the three younger boys to
leave the property temporarily to work at Georgetown for a time. When they returned,
the Bicton estate was entering a period of prosperity, and the eldest son, James, decided
on a trip to England, where he met May Tudhope, whom he was to marry fifteen years
later.

Life was now mostly happy and profitable (if not easy), although the unmarried sister,
Emily Jessie, died in 1904, and there was a serious period of drought some time before
that; then after James married May in 1907, there was some friction which led to the
other brothers ‘buying out' James, the eldest brother, who moved to Cairns with his wife.
Soon after that, Margaret Cutten, the mother, also died.

When Charles Alexander died in 1912, Florence, his wife, a daughter of the Cutien
family, moved to Bingil Bay with her children to help the brothers. Her sons purchased
a portion of the estate, and they lived and worked there for many years, especially
Leslie Gray Alexander, to whom we are indebted for many of the stories and
photographs of those times. Les Alexander did not leave Bingil Bay until 1958, and he
died in Townsville in 1983, aged 87 years. Many of the memories of Les Alexander
have been recorded in the excellent booklet entitled “The Lost Plantation - A History of
the Australian Tea Industry’ by R. J. Taylor, printed in 1982.1! From Beverley Bull, (a
relative of Les), I have gained useful information and photographs.

Various problems for the Cuttens arose over the few years prior to the Great War,
including labour difficulties following legislation limiting the numbers of Aborigines to
be employed; and there had been another disastrous cyclone in 1911. Then came the
war of 1914-18 during which coastal shipping was restricted, preventing the transport of
the crops to market. At last, the war ended, but before that, in March, 1918, the area
experienced a cyclone and tidal wave which demolished almost all that the family had
built or achieved.

Sidney, the youngest of the three Cutten brothers who remained on the property, died in
1923; the other two lived on until 1930 when first Herbert (aged seventy-four years)
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and then Leonard (aged seventy-three) died. After the shock of his brother's death,
Leonard had travelled to Irvingdale near Dalby to recuperate, under the care of his sister
Daisy (wife of H.P.), but he soon wanted to return to the north, and falling ill, was
admitted to the hospital at Innisfail where he died, less than five months after his
brother. In an informative booklet entitled 'Clump Point and District - An Historical
Record', compiled by the Constance Mackness, M.B.E., (now deceased), it says (in
regard to the Cutten family) that "pioneers who are not broken by the wayside but
endure gamely to the end rarely regret their struggle; and we like to think of these old
men, the very first settlers on our (Mission Beach - Bingil Bay) beaches, going proud
and content to their long rest."'? And, in regard to the Alexanders, the same publication
says: "During those three decades her (Mrs. Alexander's) sons showed over again the

energy and resolution of their uncles, the Cuttens."*? :

Fortune doesn't always either favour or follow the brave; or, maybe it does follow, but
often too far behind! The booklet compiled by Miss Mackness pointed out that "by
1958, the improved roads had created a big demand for land for seaside homes and fruit
farms. The Cutten estate and the Alexander lands alike were sold. ..... - but all its
(Bicton) pioneers have gone."**

Although the jungle has recaptured much of the land of the Cuttens, they are certainly
not forgotten - yet, it surely could be expected that some significant geographic feature
of that area would be named in their honour. Theirs was an unusual story of special
courage and perseverance, which most of us can admire, and even envy.

Some years ago at the Nerada tea plantations and factory of the Tea Estates of Australia
near Innisfail, I saw a copy of a brochure including historical notes which mentioned the
Cuttens and their early endeavours. They stated that although the Cutten project was
unsuccessful, Herbert Frederick Cutten can be considered to be the father of the
Australian tea industry. The experimental tea garden at South Johnstone, near Innisfail,
was grown largely with seeds and seedlings from the surviving trees at Bingil Bay,
where those trees have lived and extended in the encroaching jungle since the great
cyclone of 1918.

In the Bingil Bay area, one can feel the history in the air, and in the portion set aside for
the Cutten graves, there is a sense of isolation , yet of a one-ness with nature and its
beauty such as must have been experienced often by the Cuttens, whenever they could
afford themselves a relaxing thought in the midst of their extreme efforts.



148 They Came as Strangers

FAMILY OF FREDERICK WILL 1AM CUTTEN AND MARGARET

FREDERICK WILLIAM QUTTEN . marr. 16 Apr 1851 . MARGARET HOLSKAMP

Born 26 Jun 1819 Eng. Born 21 Mar 1828 Eng.
Died 7 Jul 1889 Bingil Bay, Q'ld. Died 25 Sep 1908 Bingil Bay, Q.
JAVES WALKER . marr. 6 Jun 1907 . MARY EVELYN TUDHOPE
Born 5§ Nov 1852 Eng. Born 2 May 1879 Eng.
Died 19 Mar 1936 Brisbane Q'ld. Died 31 Dec 1971 Eng.

HERBERT FREDERICK (twin) . Unmarried

Born 14 Aug 1855 Eng.

Died 22 Feb 1930 Innisfail, Q'ld.

BMILY JESSIE (twin) . Unmarried

Born 14 Aug 1855 Eng.

Died 14 Dec 1904 Geraldton, Q'ld.

LEONARD . Unmarried

Born 26 Aug 1856 Eng.

Died 5 Jul 1930 Innisfail, Q'ld.

SIDNEY BELLERS . Ummarried

Born 3 Sep 1858 Eng.

Died 21 Mar 1923 Innisfail, Q'ld.

MARGARET EDITH . marr. 27 May 1885 . HENRY PERCY DUN

Born 23 Dec 1860 Eng. Born 18 May 1837 Paterson NSA
Died 13 Jul 1943 Dalby, Q'ld. Died 1914 Dalby, Q'ld.
FLORENCE VIOLET . marr. 4 Apr 1891 . CHARLES TURNBULL ALEXANDER
Born 10 Dec 1862 Eng. Born 31 Mar 1863 Jericho Vic.
Died 20 Nov 1952 Tully, Q'ld. Died 17 Nov 1912

AL ICE EL IZABETH . marr. 20 Dec 1891 . HENRY BROUGHTON CARNE
Born 30 May 1866 Eng. Born 10 Jul 1859 Concord NSW.

Died 22 Jan 1952 Wynnum North, Q'ld. Died 26 Dec 1922 Q'ld.
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FAMILY OF CHARLES ALLAN DUN AND Z0RAYDA ANNE

CHARLES ALILAN DUN .. marr. 31 Dec 1857 .. ZORAYDA ANNE BEDAELL

Born 8 Nov 1823 Newcastle N.S.W. Born 1 Mar 1836 Paterson N.S.W.
Died 4 Apr 1908 Tewantin Q'ld. Died 18 Mar 1924 Tewantin Q’ld.
FLORENCE MATILDA ...marr. 21 Nov 1883 ... PERCY GEORGE WALLER
Born 5 Feb 1859 Paterson N.S.W. Born 14 Nov 1852
Died 26 Jan 1924 Gyrpie Q'ld. Died 27 Sep 1924
EDITH ADELAIDE  ........cccvvv..n Ummarried
Born 1860 Patarson N.S.W.
Died
* PERCY VIVIAN ... marr. 2 Jul 1888 ... EL 1ZABETH ANN QORK
Born 1 Jun 1862 Ipswich Q'ld. Born 8 Apr 1866
Died 19 Mar 1921 Goodna Q’'ld. Died 20 Jun 1959
FREDERICK WILLIAM .. ... ............ Unmarried
Born 1864 Ipswich Q'ld.
Died
CHARLES CLARENDON ... marr. 12 Aug 1897.... MARIAN HARRIET HALL
Born c. 1865 Ipswich Q'ld. Born 7 May 1876
Died 6 Sep 1942 Tewantin Q'ld. Died 7 Mar 1956
MINNIE LQUISE wivie, BN sssmuntesssdsen ERNEST WILFRED HARRIS
Born 20 Jun 1868 Ipswich Q'ld. Born
Died Died
ERNEST ves TBEL: < woswas vesisesis LETITIA
Born 1871 Ipswich Q'ld. Born
Died c 1961 Died
ISABELLE ANNE .. .. ... i, Ummarried
Born 8 Jul 1873 Cooloothin Ck. Q'ld
Died 1973
REGINALD BURDETT DENIS .marr. ..........c.... ETHEL (MAY)
Born 1875 Cooloothin Ck. Q'ld. Born
Died Died

* Refer to separate details of family
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Charles Allan Dun

Born 8 Nov 1823
Died 4 Apr 1908

Zorayda Anne Dun
(nee Bedwel )

Born 1 Mar 1836
Died 18 Mar 1924
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Top left:

Parcy Vivian Dun
Born 1 Jun 1862
Died 19 Mar 1921

Top right:

Elizabeth Ann Cork
aged 16 (who married
Percy Vivian Dun)

Born 8 Apr 1866
Died 20 Jun 1959

Bottom left:

John Charles Dun, D.C.M.
Born 7 Aug 1894

Died 1 Sep 1918

(Killed in action France)
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FAMILY OF PERCY VIVIAN DUN AND EL IZABETH ANN

PERCY VIVIAN DN . ..

Born 1 Jun 1862 Ipswich Q'ld.
Died 19 Mar 1921 Goodna Q'ld.

. married 2 Jul 1888 .

. ELIZABETH ANN OORK

Born 8 Apr 1866 Duncans Ck. NSW.
Died 20 Jun 1959 Townsville Q'ld.

ISABELLA ANN . marr. 22 Dec 1909

Born &6 Oct 1888 Gympie Q'ld.
Died 5 Oct 1965 Ayr Q'ld.
CHARLOTTE LOUISA . marr.

Born 30 Jul 1890 Gynpie Q'ld.
Died 15 May 1976 Ayr Q'ld.

MARGARET

Born 31 Jul 1892 Gynpie Q'ld.
Died 3 Oct 1969 Ayr Q'ld.

JOHN CHARLES Unmarried
Born 7 Aug 1894 Gympie Q'ld. ;
PEARL

Born 27 Sep 1896 Gynpie Q'ld.
Died 16 Mar 71997 Townsville Q'ld.

FREDERICK WILL 1AM

...........

Born 2 Dec 1898 Gynpie Q'ld.
Died 21 Feb 1958 Ayr, Q'ld.
CLARA EL IZABETH ..marr.

Born 22 Dec 1800 Gynpie Q'ld.
Died 12 Oct 1993 Yagoona NIW.
MINNIE . marr.

Born 16 Nov 1905 Gynpie Q'ld.

PERCY VIVIAN

Born 1 Aug 1907 Gympie Q'ld.
Died 13 Aug 1984 Ayr Q'ld.

7 Feb 19712 ..

. marr. c. Apr 1924 ..

.marr. 21 Apr 1921..

30 Aug 1924 ..

14 Apr 1938 ..

. marr. 25 Jun 1938 ..

.. EDAARD OTTO HANSEN

Born 5 Dec 1884
Died 15 Oct 1944

ROBERT FREW

Born 17 Aug 1874
Died 11 Aug 1947

THOMAS PERCY SLOAN

Born 19 Feb 1898
Died 12 Jun 1953

Died 1 Sep 1918 K. I.A. France

RUSSELL TEMPLETON MOXAELL

Born 16 Sep 1895
Died 10 Aug 1972

. LAYLESS LOVETT

Born 10 Jun 1804
Died 27 Apr 1958

CECIL JOHN SHELLEY

Born 17 Dec 1899
Died 20 May 1987

JOHN MICHAEL MCDONDUGH

Born 28 Feb 1902
Died 25 Jun 1960

MARY QUEENTON LEAHY

Born 14 May 1917




