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 CALLAGHAN, Thomas 
 Variations : Leary (first name) 
 Alias : 
Ship Date arrived (Sydney) 
Asia 21 February 1825 

Shipping indent(s) 
Fiche Page Reel Shelf Type 
655 149  4/4009A Bound 
  2749 X30 Irish 

 
Trial (place, date) Prev conv Offence Sentence 
Trim/Meath, 17 August 1824  Burglary & robbery life 
Notes: Source = bound indent & Irish indent 

 
Age Marr/S Child’n Relig Educ Native place Country 
25   Cath  Co. Meath Ireland 
Notes: Source = bound indent. Religion source = 1828 Census NSW 

 
Trade or calling Height Complexion Hair Eyes 
Ploughman 5’ 3hlf Fresh p’pitted Brown Dk blue 
Tattoos: nr 
Other features: nr 
Notes: Source = bound indent 
Other arrival info (eg ships musters & papers): 

 
Assignment 
 To Webber on arrival (as per indent) [note: James P Webber is the only Webber convict 

master in NSW at this time] 
 May 1828 with JS Smith, Patersons Plains (see ‘other’ below) 
 Nov 1828 with EG Cory, Patersons Plains (see 1828 Census NSW) 
 1834-1837 with P Campbell, Patricks Plains (see ‘other’ below) 
 July 1837 returned to Government 
 Sept 1837 with Mr Eaton, Patricks Plains (see ‘other’ below) 
At Tocal: 1825 Tocal occupation: 

 
Freedom (year, details) 
T.O.L. Not found, probably died while under sentence 
C.P.  

 
Colonial crime & secondary punishment 

Date Offence In service of  Punishment 
1828 May Absconded JS Smith  
1834 Sept Assault Mr Patk Campbell 14 days in cells 
1834 Sept Lurking at improper hour Mr Patk Campbell 50  lashes 
1837 Feb Absconded, prev 2 years P Campbell 50 lashes,  retn’d to his master 
1837 July Drunk & disorderly P Campbell 50 lashes,  retn’d to Gov’t 
1837 July Disorderly, resisting arrest P Campbell 50 lashes on the breech 
1837 Sept Drunkenness Mr Eaton 50 lashes 
Sources: see ‘other’ below 

 
Colonial Secretary’s correspondence 
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NSW Census/musters 

1823-25 (not found) 
1828 Govt servant, Catholic, labourer, age 28 years, employed by Edwd G Cory, 

Vineyard Cottage, Patersons Plains 
1837 (not found) 

 
Colonial marriage 
Date Place To whom BDM index reference 
    
Permission to marry: 

 
Death 
Date Place Age BDM index reference 
Possibly V1840 68 122A Maitland (1840) 

 
Timeline 

Date Event 
1825 Feb Arrived Sydney and assigned to Webber [Tocal] 
1828 May Absconded from JS Smith, Patersons Plains 
1828 Nov Assigned to EG Cory, Patersons Plains 
1834 By now assigned to Mr Patrick Campbell, Patricks Plains 
1837 Feb Apprehended after absconding from P Campbell and over two years in the bush 
1837 July Returned to Government from P Campbell 
1837 Sept Now assigned to Mr Eaton, Patricks Plains 
1840 Possibly died in Maitland 

 
Other (source, details) 

SG 26 May 1828 4a. Absconded from JS Smith, Patersons Plains (name, description & ship 
match indent exactly). 
5 September 1834. SR. Punishment Book (“Black Book”), Patricks Plains 1833-39, 7/3714, 
page 51 [reel 689]. Callaghan Thomas, Asia 1825, life, employed by Mr Patk Campbell, 
charged with assault, 14 days in the cells. Also charged on same day with ‘Lurking about Mr 
Browne’s House at an improper hour of the night’, 50 lashes. 
16 February 1837. SR Punishment Book (“Black Book”), Patricks Plains 1833-39, 7/3714, 
page 101 [reel 689]. Callaghan Thomas, Asia 1824 or 1825, life, employed by Mr P 
Campbell, charged with absconding and upwards of two years in the bush, 50 lashes and 
returned to his master at Williams River. 
NSW GG 1 March 1837 p219. Apprehended… Callaghan, Thomas, Asia, runaway from T 
[sic] Campbell, Patricks Plains. 
13 July 1837. SR Punishment Book (“Black Book”), Patricks Plains 1833-39, 7/3714, page 
102 [reel 689]. Callaghan Thomas, Asia 1825, life, employed by Mr P Campbell, drunk and 
disorderly, 50 lashes and returned to Government. 
13 July 1837. SR Punishment Book (“Black Book”), Patricks Plains 1833-39, 7/3714, page 
102 [reel 689]. Callaghan Thomas, Asia 1825, life, employed by Mr P Campbell, disorderly 
conduct in resisting the constables, 50 lashes on the breach. [Note: this entry immediately 
follows the previous one and carries the same date]. 
18 September 1837. SR Punishment Book (“Black Book”), Patricks Plains 1833-39, 7/3714, 
page 102 [reel 689]. Callaghan Thomas, Asia 1825, life, employed by Mr Eaton, 
drunkenness, 50 lashes. 
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Research on Tocal's convicts was undertaken by Brian Walsh. Please do not 
email or upload this document without acknowledgement. 

For further information see the book Voices from Tocal –Convict Life on a 
Rural Estate by Brian Walsh, available from www.tocal.com 

For contact details see www.tocal.com 

 


