































































































































































































Jack and Bob (Rupert) Cousins were orphans from
England in the early 1900’s.(13) Jack worked on
Mt.Ararat until 1916, married Mary Lena Eyb, ran a
vegetable farm at Gloucester, then an agricultural farm at
Bolwarra. Jack’s son Sam bought Alec Eyb’s land but
subdivided it in the 1960’s and left Hilldale. Bob started
the orchard on the Shelf for the Gardners, went to World
War 1, came back to the Shelf and then to James Parish’s
orchard at “Fairy Dell’.

The Mannail family worked on most properties around
Hilldale over the years. (14) Arthur James Mannall mar-
ried Jemima Cook of Maitland; their daughter Ada Mabel
married David John Parish, lived and died in Hilldale in
1964; their son Herbert Arthur was killed in the 1914-18
‘War; son Clarence Richard married Mary Brooker, sister
to the wife of James Merchant, son of William. Clarence
worked the orchard on the Shelf while Bob Cousins was on
active service, and fenced for the Gardners. He leased
‘Inglewood’ when James Eyb took his first wife to live at
Boggabri, his three children attending Big Creek School.
When Arthur died Jemima married James Merchant
Snr.and her story is recorded in “The Merchants’.

The six children of Jules Alfred Sohier, fettler, are
often spoken of by elderly classmates. The family lived in
a slab house near the railway station, the slabs later
removed to makeadairyman’s huton Hilary White's farm,
and later again used in an Eyb bamn. Elvira married Cecil
Borham, Everard married Byril Borham after his return
from war service and other family members moved away
when they married. (15)

Thomas Phillips had Charles Phillips, 14, on the 1876
Application for a School at Big Creek, (16) but I do not
know his relationship with James Phillips who bought 112
acres on the Dungog to Paterson Road at Green Hill, and

zi
Bob Cousins - 1894-1973.
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Jemima Merchant (Mannall nee Cook) with an
unknown child.

in 1905 became Receiving Officer for mail.(17) The office
was a small room on the end of his house which became
very pushed for room when workers on the railway earth-
works were camped at the Wallarobba Tunnel, and crowd-
ed in on pay day, demanding to send money home. Mail
arrived and departed by coach until 1911 when it travelled
by train, being transported to and from the Office by
James’ son Arthur in a horse and sulky. James’ daughter
Lily chose the new name ‘Hilldale’ for the Big Creek
district in 1905, and looked after the Receiving Office for
her father. She played the organ at the Hilldale Union
Church until 1921, gave music lessons, and joined the
Knitting Circle during World War 1. After inserting her
name in a Comforts Parcel she heard back from soldier
Jack Moore, romance blossomed and they were married.
After Phillips left the district in the 1920’s Mannalls lived
in the house fora time. James had a brother Steven who liv-
ed at Green Hill and had two sons on the 1876 Application
for a School in Big Creek. When he lived at Dungog he
applied in 1907 to build the new school on Portion 54, un-
successfully, and did brickwork on homes in Hilldale. (18)

Opposite the Phillips at Green Hill lived the McMahon
family. Patrick McMahon selected land in the 1860’s
which went to Mary Jane Andrews nee McMahon eventu-
ally,(19) but it was ‘Matthew’ McMahon who signed for
Michael 5, Mary Jane 4, on the 1876 School Application,
and ‘P.M.” McMahon who signed in 1878, adding Mat-
thew 5, so all signatures probably were of the same man.



(20) When Frank and Joe Farrell were droving cattle from
Dungog to the Maitland sale yard, they would often quarter
at McMahons overnight. They were warned of the Farrell
approach by the loud hulloing as they descended the
Wallarobba Mountain one mile away. Bede McMahon
joined the Railway Service at East Maitland, became
Night Officer at Stroud Road, then Station Master at Taree,
Lismore and Orange. (21) Mary Jane McMahon married
Frederick Andrews and the McMahon Wine Licence was
transferred into his name until late 1911 when it lapsed.
Nothing remains of the buildings except a lonely tank and
a shed.(22)

In 1964 ‘High Park’, previously owned by the Boyce
family, then by Joseph Parish and sons, was bought by Ken
J.Boulton. The three Boulton children boosted school
attendance, averting the closure of Hilldale School for a
few more years. Ken and his wife Pearl involved them-
selves in local affairs, and Ken became Vice President of
the Hilldale Memorial Hall Committee, and Second Dep-
uty Captain of the Bushfire Brigade. Ironically, his home
was destroyed by fire in 1971, and an appeal for funds
raised $1,700 towards a new house. In 1967 Ken was
chosen to represent suppliers in the Zone Dairymen’s
Union at Milk Board meetings in Sydney. He closed down
hisdairy farm in 1978, sold it to the Parish family, and went
to Wards river to rescue a family property. (23)

On two separate portions of land in Hilldale appears the
name of Robert Logan of Patersen. They were obtained in
1870, transferred to Bruce Logan of Campsie in 1897, and
by 1925 were in the name of James Merchant, and now
belong to Thomas James Merchant. (24) Another 40 acres
has the name of Bertha Mary Buffier on them. She paid up
the amount owed by the Boyce family on that land so it
appears in her name. In 1923 it was bought by Joseph
Parish.(25) She held a mortgage on other Boyce land also.
Mortgages are not uncommeon in rural communities, and
accounts for a Bank’s name on some portions of land.

The newsheet ‘Roundabout’ made reference on sev-
eral occasions to the family Matthew, respected and well
liked family who lived in ‘Doreen’ for some years. Mr.
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Matthew was an esteemed Railway Bridge Contractor,and
several of his children were born at Hilldale, and some
were keen athletes, scoring many points for the Hilldale
school in the PSAAA Sports. (26)

Reg Heininger who bought Herbert Duck’s property,
1947, made a name for himself as first to grain feed his
dairy herd and achieve year round top production. Other
dairymen locally were quick to follow his example.(27)

There have been many railway workers and dairymen
and their families who have lived in the Hilldale area over
many years, some only very briefly, but all being partof the
environment. I very much regret not knowing their indi-
vidual histories and that Ido nothave space to include alist
of their names.
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Chapter Eleven The Merchants

The information for this chapter has been supplied by members of the Merchant family, especially Dick Merchant of Dungog,
Bill and Dulcie Merchant of Paterson and local residents. Researched material is noted.

1. Gregson, Jesse, The A.A.Company, 1824-1826, p 18.
2. Pemberton,P.A., Pure Merinos and Others, 1986, p 4.
3. Gregson, op. cit., p 19.
4.Pemberton, op. cit., p 46.
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16. ibid.
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20. Parish Register Card Index, as above.
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22.1ibid; Brian Hill, LDS Historian,
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27.NSW B.D.M.
28.Land Titles Office Records, Sydney.
29.NSW B.D.M.
30.Land Titles Office, Sydney; Parish Map of Fingal, County Durham.
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1.Jones, M.E., The Romance of Lace, pp 31-2.
2.Boyle H., The Lacemakers, passim, Newcastle Public Library, Local History Section.
3. Assisted Immigrants Inwards to Sydney, Agincourt, 6 October 1848, recl 2458.
4. Sydney Morning Herald, 7.10.1848, Shipping Intelligence.
5.S.M.H., 10.10.1848, Meteorology.
6.5.M.H., 7.10.1848, Shipping Intelligence.
7.Maitland Mercury, 14.10.1848, Arrival of Immigrants.
8. Parish Register Card Index, Newcastle Public Library, Local History Section.
9. Moore,V.,& Hayward,S., Past and Present records of the Family of Duck, passim.
10. Big Creek School file, State Archives of New South Wales,Sydney.
11. Moore, op. cit.
12.ibid.; Parish Register Card Index, as above.
13. ibid.; Parish Register Card Index, as above.
14. 1891 Census NSW, State Archives of New South Wales, Sydney.
15. Moore, op. cit., passim.
16.Ivy Rees.
17. Moore, op. cit., passim.
18.Ivy Rees.
19.Ivy Rees.
20.Eyb family.
21. Minutes of Hilldale Memorial Hall Committee, 1946.
22.1Ivy Rees. :
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Chapter Thirteen Golden Rule Days

1.Fletcher,J.& Bournwoods, J. Government Schools of NSW, p 7.
2. Clark,C.M.H., Select Documents in Australian History, p 700.
3.Big Creek Public School file, State Archives of New South Wales, Sydney. Except where otherwise noted, all
information was obtained from these files and local residents and past pupils of Big Creck School.
4. Parish Map of Fingal, County Durham, Land Titles Office Sydney
5. Personal communication with Aveen Watson (Kealy), Singleton.
6. Fletcher, op.cit., p 9.
7.Firth,S; Hoorn,J. From Empire Day to Cracker Night, in Spearitt, P.& Walker,D., Australian Popular Culture,
passim,
8. Dungog Chronicle, 28.5.1951.
9. Clarice White (Redman),Cardiff, New South Wales.
10. Personal communication with Catherine Cummings, Dungog.
11. Education Department Letter to author, 30.10.1987, containing

NAMES OF TEACHERS IN CHARGE DATE OF APPOINTMENT
Mary Kealy 5.1879
Agnes O’Neill 2.1883
Annie McEwen 5.1884
William G.Hall 11.1884
George Gunter 9.1895
David Evans-Bowen 5.1897
Joseph Knowles 1.1900
Henry Dains 2.1907
James Brennan 10.1909
George R.Yates 1.1910
Athol McKinnon 3.1910
John Howard 3.1911
Hubert Taylor 1.1917
Robert Campbell 8.1929

Closed 6.1937; Re-opened 5.1940

James Garner 5.1940
William Pearce 7.1946
Coleman Harris (relieving in 1959)

Leonard Chapman 2.1960
Anthony D .Elias 2.1966
I added:

Clarice Redman (subsidised teacher) 9.1938

Chapter Fourteen Gardners and Gardeners
The Gardner family supplied much of the chapter’s information, especially Mona Gardner of Dungog.

1. Immigration Board’s Immigration List, Sydney, Newcastle, Moreton Bay, 1864.
2.NSW Shipping Masters Office, Passengers arriving 4 April - 10 March 1861.
3. Immigration Board’s Immigration List, Sydney, Newcastle, Moreton Bay, 1853, J-Z.
4. Marriage Certificate in Private Possession.- Mona Gardner.
5.NSW Birth, Death and Marriage microfiche.
6. Parish Map of Barford, County Durham, Land Titles Office, Syd.
7. Hunter Valley Dairymen’s Digest, Paterson, February, 1951.
8. Parish Map, as above.
9.NSW B.D.M.
10. Newcastle Chronicle, 23.1.1869; The Agricultural Gazette of NSW, December 1898; Marie Grogan, Department of
Agriculture, Dungog; Howard Jolliffe, Gresford.
11. Minutes of Hilldale Memorial Hall Committee Meetings, passim.

Chapter Fifieen Steam Power

1. Dungog Chronicle Supplement, 14.9.1972, ‘North Coast Railway’.
2. Big Creek School file, State Archives of New South Wales, Syd.
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3. Martins Creek School, 1892-1967, passim.
4. Dungog Chronicle, op. cit.
5. Daily Telegraph, 31.8.1985, ‘On the Old Mail Run’; Travelling Post Office Van Notice, State Rail Authority
Archives, Sydney.
6. Post Office file, SP32, Australian Archives, Sydney.
7. State Rail Authority Archives, Sydney.
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ROUNDABOUT MAY 1967

A very successful day was held on Wednesday, 10th May, when
Mrs.Wilson of Merewether gave her demonstration of patchwork.

Mrs.E.Gardner and Miss Mona Gardner spent an enjoyable week
at Tea Gardens. Whilst away, Mrs.Harris, Malcolm and Jennifer
of Hornsby, kept the home fires burning.

A kitchen has been added to the local Church Hall, and the
ladies are very pleased with the new extension.

Misses Stella and Enid Parish recently spent a few days at
Tamworth., They accompanied Mr and Mrs.Amos Horn of Bolwarra.
While in Tamworth, Miss Enid Parish visited a fellow teacher
she knew years ago. They also visited Messrs. Fred and Tom
Kimber who sent their kindest regards to all relations.

Miss Lesley Boulton, recently home on vacation, has returned
to her duties at Walgett.

Congratulations to Mr.and Mrs.Leicester Parish on the birth
of a son, Neil Leicester. Mr.and Mrs.C.L.Parish are the proud
grandparents.

On Thursday night, 18th May, the Hilldale Union Church Ladies'
Guild had a display of baby clothing which was given to the
Nappy Club, connected to the City Mission. HMr.and Mrs.Roberts,
representatives of the Mission, spoke and showed slides of the
work carried out by the Mission.

Adr.Kevin Chester has been spending a few days with Mr.and Mrs.
J.Eyb., Kevin was stationed at XKilbride Signal Box a few years
ago, and has just returned from service in Vietnam.

Mr.and Mrs.Neville Robson of Sydney have been holidaying
with their sister and brother-in-law, Mr.and Mrs.James Eyb.

Recent visitors to the Borhams of "Glen Retreat" have been
Mr.C.V.Borham's son Keith, with his wife and family from
Melbourne. Keith enjoyed seeing such green pastures in this
area, being a striking contrast to those in the country from
where he has just come.

On Sunday 21st Geoff Borham, his wife, son John and friend,
Mr.Coulton, arrived at the Hilldale Church in time for the
service, after which they spent the day at "Glen Retreat".

Mr.Robin Eyb has returned to the Baptist College following
a fortnight of holidays.

A very enjoyable 21st Birthday Party was held in the Memorial
Hall on Saturday, 28th May, in honour of Miss Fay cousins, eldest

daughter of Mr.and Mrs.F.J.Cousins, Clydesdale, Singleton.
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Rural Youth Club, see Junior Farmers
Ryland Bros., 7, 10

Sawpit, 4

Schesterle, 33

School, 7,9, 13-14, 21, 27, 44-53, 64
Schweikert, C., 27

Seaham, 7

Searl, 22

Sellens, J., 27,29

Shaw, Canon J., 37

Shelton, F., 27

Shields, J., M., 27

Shingles Splitters Creek, 19,27,29,42

Slab Huts, 4,9, 26, 55, 57, 61

Slavin, 3

Smith (timber), 17

Smith, B., 21

Smith, M.A., 42

Snashall, A., 42

Sohier, 10, 14,48-49, 61, 63

Soper, E., 26

South Australia, 3

Speers Pt., 11 Paterson Hiet~rinal Sacigty
Spring Creek, 9, 13,26 bo Sirses
State Children, 14, 61 Paterson 2421 NSW
Stephens(Stevens), 25

Stephenson, S., 25




Stockley’s Farm, 9

Stout, D., 42

Stringer, Sgt., 41

Stroud, 27,41,43, 64
Stuckings, M., 27
Summer Hill, 3, 26,42,45

Tallow, 3,5

Tamworth, 7, 10, 22
Taylor, A., 10,37

Taylor, HJ., 21,48,71
Telegraph, 3, 31
Telephone, 29, 31,44, 57
Tennis, 14,21, 62
Thalaba, 10

The Shelf, 56-57, 63
Therry, Fr.J.J., 13
Thistlethwayte, 58
Thompson, C.K., 10
Tillegherry, 41

Timber, 3,9, 15, 17,26, 34
Tingha, 34, 57

Tobacco, 4-5, 26, 34, 56
Tocal, 30

Tocal Agricultural College., 19,36
Toohey, R., 49

Torryburn, 1,11, 21,37
Townshend, G., 3, 26
Tractors, 4, 14,17, 36
Travelling P.O.Van, 31, 60
Trevallyn, see Campsie
Trustees, Hall, 14

Union Church, 10-11, 14, 21, 28, 36-39, 58, 63
Union Church Management, 36, 38, 586
Union, Maitland,Paterson, 34,42, 57

Vacy, 1,4-5,10, 13, 15-16, 21-22, 28-29, 31, 37, 41,
43-45, 50

Verona, 28,42
VialLE., 11

Victoria, 3, 10, 17, 19
Vineyard, 3,43
Violin, 11, 21
Volunteer AOC, 19
Volunteer DC., 19
Voting, 3

Walnuts, 17,27

Wallarobba, 1,9, 11, 14, 16-17, 21, 26, 29-31, 37-38, 42,

45,59, 63
‘Wallarobba Tunnel, 30, 59, 63
War Bonds, 14
Washpool, 41
Water, 4,9, 19, 36,42, 47, 55-56
Watson, S., 10
Wattle Creek, 1, 21,62
Webber, B., 44
Weismantel, M., 10
Wells Coach, 16
Wells (Wills), J., 9-10, 29
Welshmans Creek, 1,7, 9, 29
Western Australia, 13
Wheat, 5, 26, 34, 56
Whelan, G., 19
White, 7, 13, 16, 20-22, 42, 45, 47-50, 60, 62-63
Wilkinson, C., 38
Wilkinson, Rev.P., 41
Williams, L., 27
Williams River, 3,43
Wine, 4,9 :
Woolard, C., 44
World War, 13-14, 19-20, 42, 48, 50, 61, 63

Yates, R., 10

Zessher, 33
Zone Dairymen’s Union, 64

Working in the Vineyard.
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