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Mary and Maurice Dunlop have been long time members of the Paterson Historical Society.
They have lived on the Lower Hunter throughout their married life, Mary grew up in Maitland
and Maurice came to Maitland as a young man prior to marrying and settling. Maurice has
worked in business associated with the motor industry all his life and is a very accomplished
mechanic. Over the years he has owned and driven many vehicles.

Mary and Maurice are also long time members of the Veteran Car Club and they are pictured
with the 1911 Cadillac which is a regular in the club rallies.

Their services to the Paterson Historical Society have been valued by all members, attending all
meetings, outings and taking part in the regular roster to keep the museum open. The society is

therefore pleased to publish these historical photographs of Paterson that have been selected by
Mary and Maurice. This is a tribute to their service to the Society and the district.

Cameron Archer
September 2007
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It is with much pleasure that I write this Preface to the Paterson Historical Society’s second
publication in the series ‘Heritage Photographs of Paterson NSW’. Following on the successful
production of the first issue earlier this year, members of the society have enthusiastically ventured
into publishing another selection of images from the collection. Mary and Maurice Dunlop who
have brought their life experiences of the district to the task have made this second selection.

The Paterson District’s association with the citrus fruit industry is a unique legacy of the area’s
19th and early 20th century history and one that could have been easily forgotten if not for the
old photographs that have survived of the hillside orchards. A number of photos in this book will
ensure that many more people will become aware of the productive Paterson Valley, which for so
long supplied fruit and other produce to metropolitan markets.

Houses and places are other themes that Mary and Maurice have selected and these photos too will
give readers further glimpses of Paterson’s past.

Paterson Historical Society is to be heartily congratulated on its publication’s program, which is
making available to the community the stories and images of the past and this latest publication
continues that good work. I am delighted to compliment Mary and Maurice Dunlop on their
contribution. I am sure every reader will be pleased with the result.

Cynthia Hunter

Society Member

December 2007
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Inscription on the sandstone block in the former Nott’s Farm
site at Bolwarra reads:

KING TOM
DIED
DECEMBER
1875

During flood times local indigenous people would congregate at the Dunmore Steam mill site
for safety. The site would also swarm with wild animals of all description making them easy

prey.
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King Street, Paterson following the opening of the North Rail Line in 1911. Above the new rail
bridge can be seen William Tucker’s “Brisbane Grove” orange orchard. Below the bridge is the
Government Wharf and Keppie’s Timber Mill. In the centre is St Ann’s Presbyterian Church
and opposite is the Court House.

Ea

A cattle drive in 1946 down King Street turning into Duke Street and passing the Commercial
Banking Company building on the corner opposite the Post Office. This photo was taken from
the balcony of the Court House Hotel. Cann’s shop storerooms are centre left next to the Royal

Oak Inn.

Around that time the Brisbane Express was stranded in Paterson due to flood waters — tea and scones were supplied by the
Court House Hotel to passengers during their waiting time.
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The 1875 flood curtailed the early business area of Paterson on Commercial Road

A panomrama taken from Marquis Street looking north over Commercial Road shows in the
foreground the main road to Gresford. Centre: Sussex House (slightly obscured) formerly Long
House Green. Opposite are the ruins of Corner’s Store and behind the right hand tree is
“Hayward”, the mill keepers cottage.

The 1836 inscription over the entrance to Long House Green at the

rear of Sussex House prior to demolition for road widening in the
1960s.

David Brown opened Long House Green as the Bush Inn, a public
house on 28 June 1838 and held the licence until 20 June 1840.
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The stately mansion “Leeholme” at Woodville was demolished only thirty five years after it
was built! John Leonard Lee (1833-1913) built his grand residence “Leeholme” on his Paterson
River property at Oldbanks between Woodyville and Paterson in 1884, a magnificent home of 24
rooms, each one with marble fireplace and local cedar throughout. The massive tower remained
for some time after the house was regrettably demolished in 1919, its sound construction
resisting many demolishing attempts.

A 1988 photo of the remaining section of the architect designed “Leeholme” stables. An
impressive grand circular drive was a welcoming feature to the estate.
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“Torryburn”, shown as it Was during the Eveleigh family period was designed by Maitland
architect J.W. Pender in 1881 for Robert Logan. Due to the building’s condition, wrought iron
works and bullnosed verandahs were removed by the Eveleighs who owned “Torryburn” from
1938 to 1968.

During a clearance at “Torryburn” in late 2002 a
cedar timber fire surround and grate from the JW. =
Pender 1881 designed homestead was given to the '
Court House Musem. Finished in imitation marble §
paintwork, two inscriptions were found on the
back:

James Richardson Sept 1. 1881 (an early Gresford |
builder) and Peter Hannan 1991 (one of the two
contractors who carried out extensive alterations
to the estate in 1991).

The poet Dorothea Mackellar’s family first leased, then owned “Torryburn™ from 1898 to 1901. It was
there that she had the inspiration to write her famous poem “My Country”.
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Farmer - Historian - Naturalist - Sportsman - Magistrate
( and much loved local)

The height of the fence of John Tucker’s orchard was extended with rows of wire to stop
camels from visiting circus troupes eating the fruit. Tucker sold his orchard in October 1928.
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The generosity of John Tucker contributed to a legacy which attracts visitors to Paterson throughout all

seasons of the year. In 1939 Tucker purchased a section of land from the estate of George Cann and
presented it to the local council thus ensuring a permanent area of recreation park land.

John and Florence Tucker in their native bush fernery at their home in Queen Street
overlooking their farm and orchard on the Paterson River. The Tuckers were keen workers for

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Paterson where John was a warden and Florence was organist till
her death in 1959.

Above — Florence Tucker with a pet wallaby

Left — Florence and John Tucker

it
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The tranquility and beauty of the Paterson river can soon change to a sudden and raging torrent.
Floodwaters above cover the “Brisbane Grove” farm land and isolated the town in April 1946.

Keith Jordan’s flats and “Hayward” inundated with floodwaters in March 2001.

The North Rail Line approach to the Paterson
River Railway Bridge in March 1962. The river
rose to 38 ft.

B |
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In 1916, Frank Auckett established a wholsesale orange business in Paterson involving thirty
local growers utilising the Wilson and Keppie Auction Rooms for hand grading. Then in 1917
Auckett built a packing shed near the railway station installing a petrol motor driven grader and
later an electric motor took over. The staff increased to six and the business continued for forty
years supplying fruit throughout the state.

Staff and growers at Auckett’s Packing
Shed in 1922.

During her Land Army days Mabs Keppie was required to visit Sydney to obtain anti-glare
glasses. On a visit in 1942 to Central Sydney Railway Station Mabs observed signs advertising
THE FAMOUS PATERSON ORANGE HAS ARRIVED!

There used to be a cry heard in the streets
of Newcastle “Best Paterson Oranges —
Big and Juicy — only a bob a bucket”
(Patfield Diaries.)

Picking oranges at Sivyer’s orchard at Eccleston in 1920s.

] i
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A portion of the Bringleburra orchard in the Gresford district in 1922. In 1823 when Henry Dangar
noted the suitability of soil in the Paterson district for growing fruit trees, citrus orchards began to
dominate in new areas of development and the valley was soon recognised as one of the best citrus
producers in the colony.

One of the famous Paterson orangeries of the upper valley at its peak in the early 1900s.

<13-
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Official opening of the Summer Hill Bridge, Paterson River
by
Hon. W. Bennett MLA

5 April 1930.

Noi.. this bridge is definitely not in the Paterson district but these outstanding photos were
taken by the late Stan Priestley of “Tillimby”during the building of the Sydney Harbour Bridge
which was opened in 1932.

=7
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Junior Red Cross members assembling at St Ann’s Presbyterian Church forming part of a

parade down King Street Paterson on Red Cross Day during WWI.

-15-
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PATERSON DISTRICT’S FIRST SHOW A GREAT SUCCESS

“Stock and Pavilion Exhibits Reach High

Standard Paterson, Sat. — Few show

associations can claim a greater success for their initial
effort than that of the Paterson and District Agricultural
Association, which opened yesterday.

With accommodation limited, the association did not prepare
a schedule as extensive as is the case for many other shows,
yet the total entry exceeded 2500

Maitland Mercury, Saturday,
February 12, 1949.

1951 Show - Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Federation
at Paterson

1952 Show — Part of the Grand Parade at Paterson
1968 Show — Due to rising costs the final Paterson Show was staged in February 1968.

-16-
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JAMES LESLIE DARCY
1895 — 1917

C‘LeSBB

Les Darcy was born at Woodville near Paterson one of a
family of eleven. His birth was registered at the Paterson
Court House in 1895. Darcy defeated all contenders and
was acknowledged undisputed world boxing champion.
Following his untimely death in the USA his body was
returned to Australia and interred at East Maitland.

FRANCIS PATRICK SLAVIN
1862 — 1930
GGPaddy53

Born at the Brecon, Vacy, Paddy Slavin rose to become a
legendary figure on the world fistic front. On retirement
from boxing he became Sheriff of Dawson City, Canada in
true western style. He is buried in Dawson City.

A7
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William C Tucker’s parents, Joseph and Susannah Tucker arrived in Sydney late in 1838 after a
long and perilous journey on the former convict brig Neptune. They came to the colony paying
their own passage finally settling on “Brisbane Grove™ at Paterson.

In 1893 William purchased “Brisbane Grove” and it remained in the Tucker family’s possession

until the mid 1950s. As well as general farming “Brisbane Grove” was renowned for its citrus
orchards.

-18-
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Picnic Time on the Paterson River.

(Photo taken from a glass negative dated 1907)

Weekend Picnic
at
Paterson Wharf Park

1928
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To the west of Paterson in the
Moonabung Range are the
Moneybung Falls

“... at each plunge the water sends up a re-
bounding shower of spray as it strikes the
rocky ledge, and the effect of the whole series
of water falls is very fine — indeed may we say
grand.” Maitland Mercury September 1864

PLEASE NOTE
Moneybung Falls are on
private property and not available to the public.

=20
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Supervisors and tradesmen prior to the completion of the CBC building in July 1902.
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Paterson Post and Telegraph Office was opened 4th May 1885, the tender of £1,650 accepted

from Alex McLaren 13th August 1883. In 1884 a verandah was added and fenced in with iron

railing at a cost of £22. Also in 1884 £44.12.6 was allocated for four horse posts, twenty four
holland blinds and gravel. The building was sold in 1976.

A Post Office operated from various
venues in Paterson until the present Post Office opened.
Some of the first operators were
1.8.1832 - J.J. Allman
1.3.1835 - E. Hardy
1.9.1835 - W.T. Phillips

Cis
13.9.1832
26.5.1841

PATERSON POST OFFICE STAMP
13.9.1832 — 26.5.1841

/0,5
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The first slab court house and lock up was built behind the existing Court House in 1835. The present
imposing building built in 1858-1861 was closed in 1967 and re-opened in 1974 as a rural museum.
Shown in the photo is the original fence, one of four equally imposing fences in the grounds.

Notable court hearings - Mary Ann Ward 1866 (Thunderbolt’s Wife)
Tocal Headless Murder 1874
Chick Baby Murder 1880

A Magistrate of the time and family beside the building c1890.

203
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The Hearse Shed in John Tucker Park is an integral part of Paterson’s history and
development, the remaining link with a successful business complex owned by the Fry
family dating from the 1860s and operating until the coming of the North Rail Line in
SIS

THEN — The Hearse Shed as it was in 1980 when concerned citizens saved the building
from demolition.

NOW - Continuing restoration is nearing completion — a unique welcome to Dungog
Shire.

D4
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Construction of shops in Duke Street Paterson

Opening in 1985 as a butcher’s outlet and general store
the shops have served
Paterson clients well.

95
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Mary & Maurice Dunlop at the entrance to
Webber’s Cottage
TOCAL HOMESTEAD
1997

IN BYGONE TIMES PATERSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
REGULARLY DISPLAYED AT TOCAL FIELD DAYS,

TOCAL HOMESTEAD OPEN DAYS AND TORRYBURN GARDENS AT
GRESFORD. FOR MANY YEARS THE UPPER ROOMS OF WEBBER’S
COTTAGE WERE TRANSFORMED WITH DISPLAYS OF MEMORABILIA
FROM THE COURT HOUSE MUSEUM AT PATERSON.
STALWARTS OF THOSE DAYS WERE
MARY & MAURICE DUNLOP.
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