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Although small in number, Paterson's historic homes are a fine record of a domestic 

era when the Lower Hunter pioneered rural developement in the young colony. 

Valentia Lodge 

A copy of a framed watercolour painting held in the Lake Glenbawn State Park Museum ti­

tled "Valentia Lodge" was presented to the Historical Society in 2005. Thought to be one of 

Paterson's earliest homes, it was built by retired Lieut Frederick Bedwell R.N. The original 

painting is inscribed on the back- "Painted about 1840". 

Valentia 

"Valentia", the second home built on the same site overlooking the river in 1903 by Paterson 

Businessman Mr J A Smith, mounted on the horse pictured. 

The Maitland Mercury reports on 7 March 1903 that Mr J A Smith's "Very Handsome Villa 

Residence" was nearing completion - Mr Scobie was the architect and Mr Hipwell the 

building contractor. 
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Bush Inn 

In 1836 Captain David Brown built "Long House Green" overlooking what was then a very 

busy Commercial Road business area of Paterson. The building became the "Bush Inn" in 

1838 and was later purchased by William Corner, a wealthy landowner who added a two­

storey home to the original building and named it "Sussex House" after his English home 

county. "Sussex House" served as an inn, private home and at one time a hospital. It was 

demolished in the early 1960's. 

Sussex House 
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Annandale 

Perhaps the most historic residence in Paterson is "Annandale", first build in 1839 with 
additions in the late 1890's. The first owner was Major Edward Johnstone, a popular Police 
Magistrate who served the Village from 1837 to 1844 and lived at "Annandale" until his 
death in 1850. 

Brooklyn House 

In 1878 William Keppie Snr purchased the "Old Red House" built by James Phillips of 
"Bona Vista" in 1835. Designed by John Verge and using convict labour it opened as the 
"Paterson Hotel" (also known as the "Paterson Arms" Hotel). Bricks were baked in a nearby 
paddock, sandstone flags were quarried on the spot, locally cut cedar was secured by 
handmade nails and the roof shingled with local wood. To be used as a family residence, 
William renamed it "Brooklyn House". Sadly it was demolished in 1956. 
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Ernestville 

Mr and Mrs F Wilson , of the Courthouse Hotel, after many years of proprietorship, with the 
record of a well-kept and most orderly house, have retired to their new residence, a com­
modious villa "Ernestville," in Princes Street. Mr Alfred Wilson, son of the above, is now in 
charge of the business, and we trust he will maintain the worthy record of his parents in the 
management of the handsome Courthouse Hotel. 

Maitland Mercury 31 October 1900 

The Anglican Church Rectory 

The Anglican Church Rectory, built in 1906 on the site of the original Rectory built for 
Paterson's first incumbant Rev. John Jennings Smith for his arrival in 1839. Much of the 
joinery from the original building was incorporated into the impressive new rectory con­
structed by builder Arthur Taylor to the design of W. Haughton Bett of West Maitland. 
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"Tillimby" Paterson, was a land grant to J.H. Boughton in October 1822 however 
little remains of this once industrious area. 

- ....... ---

Servant's Quarters 

Sundial built c 1823 

Chimney Ruins of Servant's Quarters 

Tillimby Homestead 
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A shed on Tillimby 
Very few of the extensive outbuildings remain on the Tillimby Estate 

Prior to 1820 several trusted convicts had established farms at Old Banks down stream 

from the present town of Paterson with the permission of Governor Macquarie. The arrival 

of European Land Grantees opened the country to change. John H Boughton selected land 

at Paterson in 1822 which he named "Tillimby" and work proceeded with great industry. 

Tillimby became self-contained with school, church, cemetery, homes and outbuildings 

but was also prone to flooding from the Paterson River. The tomb, of John and Charlotte 

Boughton, was among the many at Tillimby Cemetery affected by repeated flooding result­

ing in their tomb being resited at the entrance to St Paul's c 1843. During this time settlers 

Ward and Phillips had taken up land on the river, the Cory's at Gostwyck and Vacy and with 

Powell, Dun and Webber downstream. The Tillimby convict built homestead was demol­

ished in 1946. 
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Royal Oak Arms Inn 

The Royal Oak Arms Inn, Paterson was built in 1845 - 48 by Dr Issac Nind. Dr Nind 

occupied an area of the Tillimby Estate where he established a small hospital. The photo 

shows a bullock drawn dray of the famous Paterson Oranges from the upper Paterson Valley 

c 1890's. 

Plough Inn 

On the front of the Plough Inn is an inscription - "George Osmond - Licensed to sell 

Colonial Wines". George Osmond settled in the Paterson Region in 1849, married in 1852, 

worked on "Gostwyck" and then managed "Bona Vista" for 25 years until taking over the 

"Plough Inn". Nine years later he returned to "Bona Vista" and then retired to live in 

Paterson. George died in 1899, his wife Elizabeth in 1926. 
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Court House Hotel 

Following the disastrous 1875 Commercial Road floods, the Cricketers Arms Hotel built on 

Commercial Road in 1864 was relocated to King Street near the Court House and renamed 

the the Court House Hotel. 
llftil.l!l~~rr-~ 

After the first fire 1936 

After the second in 1960 
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It was in 1936 that fire 

destroyed the eastern 

side of the original 

hotel. Again in 1960 fire 

claimed the front section 

of the building in which 

the licencee's wife's lost 

her life. 



Charlie Bridger making deliveries 

The Bakehouse, situated on Gresford Road overlooking StAnn's Presbyterian Church 

served Paterson for many years ceasing operations in the early 1960's. One of the earliest 

town bakers remembered was Charlie Bridger who was also a stalwart of the Oddfellows. 

Sandstone steps leading to the bakehouse, which was beside the baker's residence can still 

be found in the roadside embankment. 

Paterson Bakers from the Keppie Family Diaries 

1915 Charlie Bridger 

1927 July - Wright Bros 

1929 Sept - C Arthur 

1930 

cl933 

Dec- I James 

Charlie O'Connor (Paterson school master was owner) 

Sons managed the business 

Des O'Connor, Baker- Bill O'Connor, Delivery 

Late 1940's Clarrie Hutchings 

(Bill 

C.Huntchings - Paterson Bakers Bread Tokens 
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The present park was named after John Tucker (1852- 1939). Born in Paterson, he farmed 

all his life in the town and was a great naturalist and historian. Tucker gave the land for the 

formation of the park in 1939 which was subsequently added to and today gives Paterson a 

sanctuary which attracts visitors throughout all seasons of the year. 

The Blacksmith's shop. 
Part of the Fry Coaching Enterprise in John Tucker Park 

Looking across the Lagoon to Fry's Coaching Enterprise which comprised coach house, 

paint shop, stables, water tanks, yards, blacksmiths, corn staddle and hearse shed. 

The Parade is celebrating the end of WWI. 
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Mr and Mrs Herbert Fry and Doris Fry in the gardens of "Glen Ayr" 

"Glen Ayr", the comfortable Fry family home at the entrance to Paterson was built in 1900 

by Herbert Fry who managed the extensive Fry Coaching Enterprise in adjacent John 

Tucker Park. Herbert's father, Henry had the Royal Mail contract for the district from 1878 

to 1894. Herbert regained the contract from 1896 until the northern railway was opened in 

1911. Fry 's coaching enterprises employed many local people in various trades as well as 

conducting horse drawn coach funerals- Fry's brick built hearse shed still stands in John 

Tucker Park. 

Doris Fry had the first rail tickets issued from Paterson to Dungog and Paterson to Maitland 

in 1911. 

The Fry family 1924 Dodge car at the rear of "Glen Ayr" 
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James Phillips, land grantee of "Bona Vista" in 1823, Operated a river punt crossing on the 

Paterson River prior to the opening of the Paterson to Morpeth Bridge (shown in 

background). The massive Port Jackson fig is thought to have been planted in the 1870's 

and is shown sheltering the home of William and Elizabeth Arnold, an early slab dwelling 

situated on the road to Maitland. William Arnold was the puntman and his wife Elizabeth 

made jams and sold them from the slab cottage. Salome Keppie held a gala ball at Brooklyn 

House to celebrate the opening of the Bridge in 1888 . 

... 

William and Elizabeth Arnold 
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The Cream Boat "Elaine" at the riverside Government Wharf below StAnn's Presbyterian 

Church. District produce was despatched to market by the small river steamboats which 

plied the willow banked river. Tuesday was "Union Day" in Paterson when farmers from 

outlining disricts brought their produce to market, 

Keppie's Timber Mill 

It is not known when John and Andrew Keppie 's Timber Mill was built. It was located on 

Commercial Road and the river near Government Wharf. It continued to serve the town well 

until it was destroyed by fire in 1908. 
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Looking down from Marquis Street showing the tranquil Paterson River with lush field 

crops and citrus orchards on William Tucker 's "Brisbane Grove". 

A complete contrast - looking west along Commercial Road showing the river in full flood, 

isolating historic "Hayward" c 1860's and Stan bridge Cottage c 1857. 
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Paterson continued to prosper as a centre of law and river trade until the coming of the 

North Coast Railway in 1911 when many local contracts were curtailed, business slowed 

and the town settled into it's tranquility of today. 

The "Marie" at the Government Wharf, Keppie 's Timber Mill to the right, StAnn's 

Presbyterian Church centre and the near completion of the first Railway Bridge pylon. 

Above the wharf various store houses and offices associated with the Hunter River Steam 

and Navigation Company are shown, including the union or market shed. 
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Paterson Railway Bridge, opened 1911 

The North Coast Railway from Maitland through Paterson and onto Dungog opened 11 Au­

gust 1911, passing directly over Government Wharf. The railway not only signalled the end 

of the river trade but ashes from the engine boilers were a constant hazard. 
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Flood waters on Paterson looking from the old government whruf towards the Commercial 

Road area long before the Paterson to Gresford road was constructed above the flood waters. 
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Flour Mill - Commercial Road Area 

Two flour mills operated within close proximity of each other at the northern end of 

Commercial Road. The first mill appears to have been operated by Captain David Brown 

who built Long House Green nearby in 1836. 

By 1872, both mills were operated by William Corner, the last mill closing in 1905. 

Background to right - "Hayward" and the roof of Standbridge Cottage. 
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The Eggington's place on Commercial Road where Mr and Mrs Thomas Soper lived for 

many years. 

Marie Louie Soper and husband Thomas, descendants of early Paterson families , the 

Rowcliffs, Wood and Laurences at the entrance to their modest cottage in the 1920's - 30's. 
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William Keppie Snr unveiled the Paterson War Memorial commemorating those who had 

served in WWI on Sunday 13 August 1922. The Maitland Mercury reported the following­

"Fully 500 people" attended- music supplied by Maitland Federal Band- monument (15 feet) 

erected by JJ Edstein & Sons- cost about£ 320 (debt cleared on the day)- project taking two 

years to complete - listed was Pte Arthur E Keppie, the first local lad to enlist and first local 

soldier to be killed in action at Gallipoli, 26/4/1915 (son of William Keppie Snr). 

Photo - Geoff Keppie 

Bill Keppie and daughter Kathy Lyall planting a lone pine at the refurbishment of Paterson War 

Memorial9 May 2006 by the Rotary Club of Paterson. 
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Photo - Bill Anderson 

Bill and Mabs Keppie beside the Court House Museum sign and mounted Keppie plough 

both refurbished in 1999. Bill had helped mount the original sign and plough when the 

museum opened in 1974. 

"It was the late Stan Priestley's suggestion that we use a plough below the sign" Bill said. 

"I had a small one at the farm and it looked right at home when we put.it up." 

Bill felt sure the plough would have been made by one of the Keppie family who were 

prominent trades and business people in the developing years of Paterson. Bill had used the 

plough on his property" Glenlossie" (on the outskirts of Paterson) as did his father Walter 

and grandfather, William. Peter and William Snr Keppie who came to Paterson around 1840 

won medallions at the Hunter River Agricultural Shows in 1844 and 1845 for Best Scuffter 

and Best Plough. Bill's grandfather, William, won a medallion in 1874 for Best Plough. 
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