













































































Mr. W. Walker opened a wineshop there but after a short time he sold the balance of his lease
(about 20 years) to the late Jas. McCormick of “Clevedon” for £20 p.a.

The late John Beatty, ‘Mrs. V. Richardson’s Grandfather’, leased it from Mr. McCormick and
opened a hotel and tobacco factory. After about 20 years this Mr. Beatty, who had been very
successful with his tobacco handed the place over to his son Mr. J. Beatty. ‘Mrs. V. Richardson’s
father’. This hotel was called the “Junction Inn”.”

When Mr J. W. Boydell had the present hotel built, Mr Beatty transferred the licence to there. He
called it the “ Victoria Hotel”. The present “Hotel Beatty” is the same hotel. It has been in the family
for quite a long time.

HANCOCK'’S HOTEL

At the Crossroads, Gresford, on the site where Mr. R. Brimble’s home now stands, there was a
hotel. It belonged to Mr. J.J. Hancock, Mrs. Earl Lawrence’s grandfather.

Sad to say it was destroyed by fire in 1922. It is reported that the very next day the Gresford
schoolboys, very keen gardeners, asked Mr. Hancock for some of the ashes.

Crossroads Hotel Gresford
ARD-NA-HANE

Ard-Na-Hane (Scottish for ‘on the side of a hill) is situated across the Paterson River from St.
Anne'’s Anglican Church and is the remains of a building which has been a hotel, wineshop and
residence during its time.

It is thought that it could have been one of George Townshend's houses. It was convict built not
long after the first settlers arrived. Part of it has been destroyed by fire, and structural alterations
have been carried out. Captain Allison is thought to have added the balcony about 80 years ago.

The walls are 18in. (45cm) thick. This commodious home has an attic as well as cellars.

Mr. Fry who ran mail and passenger coaches in the area, lived there. The first St. Anne’s Church
was on the same side of the river. The first Sale yards were there too. It is said that it was around the
site of this building that the town was expected to develop.



BIRD’S INN — BIRD’S AUSTRALIAN WINES

A familiar landmark to many weary travellers was the wine shop at Allynbrook. It was first owned
by Mr. James Towns, then McCann, Ned Bird, Pat Bird (Mrs. E. Bird’s husband). For many years after
her husband’s death she carried on alone.

During the late 1960’s Mrs. Bird sold the licence to a Mr. Drayton at Pokolbin. Mrs. Bird celebrated
her 100th birthday there.

Many people used to stay there years ago. A school inspector, Mr. Kevin passed away there. He is
remembered as the one who started school libraries. Inspector Kevin was also a poet. He wrote
about places and people in the district.
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Gresford Hotel



1900

1903

1911

1915

1922

1925

1927
1929
1930
1937
1953

1956

1967

1968
1972
1975
1978
1979

The Govemnors at Cowleys
and Lawrences

Gresford  Congregational
Church built (12 pounds)

Railway
Dungog

Mail contractor used a motor
car.

Gresford Hotel destroyed by
fire.

line opened to

Gresford Schools first
wireless
First Gresford Show

Centenary Celebrations
School of Arts opened
Electricity connected

Water supply established for
Gresford.

“Glevedon” Hospital became
an annexe of Maitland
Hospital.

St Helen’'s Centenary
Celebrations. Fire brigade
commenced.

Gresford School Centenary
Lostock Dam opened

Mt River's School Centenary
Lostock School Closed
Year of Child

1898

1901

1912

1914
1915
1919
1923
1932

1939

1945

1949

1956

1958

1965

1973
1975

1979

Douglas Scott Mitchell left
his library to Sydney.

Boer War - Federation of
Australian States

First automatic telephones
(Melbourne)

World War 1 commenced
Anzacs at Gallipoli

First England - Australia fligh.
Canberra Begun

Sydney Harbour
opened

Bridge

World War 11 commenced.
Population reached 7 million.

End of World War 11
Snowy Mt. Scheme Begun

Australian Olympic Games
(Melbourme). TV introduced
to Australia.

Lucas Heights
reactor opened.

-1972 Australia involved in
Vietnam War.

Sydney Opera House opened

Gov. General dismissed Mr.
Whitlam

Year of the Child

Nuclear

1903
1914

1918
1926
1929
1930
1933
1939
1945

1947
1953

1959
1961
1969
1974

First Aeroplane

World War 1 commenced
End World War 1

Baird invented TV
Penicillin discovered

First jet plane

Hitler came to power
World War 11 commenced

First atomic bomb dropped.
World War 11 ended.
UN.O. founded.

India became independent

Coronation Elizabeth 11.
Hillary climbed Everest

Russian moon rocket
First manned space flight
Man on moon

Vietnam War ended




GRESFORD AUSTRALIA THE WORLD

1829 Gresford began 1829 West. Aust. colony began 1830 Stephenson’s “Rocket”
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1890  First electric tram (S el




ALLYNBROOK HOTEL

This hotel is now the home of Mr. K. Lawrence. Mrs. Nan Richardson’s family once owned it. The
Whites of Allynbrook too. Mrs. Bridget White has some mementoes of those times. Falkiners and
Barlings are other names associated with the hotel.

Allynbrook - “‘Cross Keys" Hotel

~ FROM MOO to YOU ﬂf_“ G &c A
MILK " FURNER

~

Nature's most perfect food.
Fresh - each delivery - to your door

PRODUCTS CARRIED GENERAL

o Milk e Sour Light

@ Cream Cream STORE

o Flavoured @ Dairy Custard
Milk e Butter
e Milk Coffee ® Yogurt

©® Cheese ® Fruit Juices PI.one 38’ 224

D. H. WELLS 61 Park Street,

Reg’d Milk Vendor EAST GRESFORD
\____EAST GRESFORD ___/\_ J




TRANSPORT

Horses or horse and bullock drawn vehicles (drays) were used to get to and from the district in the
past. When the wheelwrights became established fine sulkies, buggies and coaches were built and
imported ones repaired. To get to Maitland meant a long tiring journey with a stay on the way there,
and back.

Paterson was an important river port. Early settlers travelled on horses, horse and dray or bullock
waggon to get there and boarded a small boat to Morpeth or Newcastle. There they changed to a
bigger boat for the trip to Sydney.

A Mr. Fry who lived at “Ard-na-Hane”, Gresford ran a Mail and Passenger coach service to
Paterson at one time. When the railway opened at Paterson, Messrs. Grey and Hancock used a solid
tyred truck as a bus from Gresford to Paterson.

As the township and surrounding areas grew, Rover Motors began a bus service from Gresford to
Maitland. There were about four buses down and back. These were well patronised too. The late bus
on Friday nights used to run out as far as Cross Keys Road at Allynbrook.

Some of the farmers from the outlying areas, before they owned cars of their own, used to travel
on mail cars or milk lorries. On the lorries they were shuttled from one lorry to the other like the
cream cans. Sometimes there would be so many passengers on the vehicles that some had to stand
on the running board and hold on for dear life.

After World War Il most farmers bought their own cars or trucks. Less and less people travelled
on lorry, mail car or bus. Because of this lack of patronage bus timetables have been drastically

reduced.

A relic of the past. Old Allynbrook horse-drawn hearse, operated by a man named Smith, who, besides
conducting an undertaking business, was also the local blacksmith. The hearse (minus wheels) is now in
the Glenbawn Dam Museum, near Scone. Photo J. Sullivan/H. Boyle, 1977.



HEALTH CARE

The first medico most surely must have been Dr. Park of Lewinsbrook. According to a Maitland
Mercury report which read —

"the undersigned begs to acquaint the inhabitants of the Paterson district that he will not visit any
more patients after 1st Jan,, 1863. Robert Park. Lewinsbrook, 1st Dec,, 1862.”

Dr. Park was the son-in-law of Charles Boydell. He died at home on 14th April 1888 and was
buried at Gresford Church of England churchyard on Sunday, 15th April, 1888. Another early
Medico buried in the same Churchyard was Frederick Lockwood Logan MD. Born 11th April, 1840.
Died 2nd dJuly, 1879, still quite a young man.

These early doctors were supported by midwives-self made nurses. Much later trained nurses,
known as “Bush Nurses” travelled the district caring for the sick. The Late Mrs. Joe Watson was one
of them. As time progressed Gresford had a visiting Doctor and dentist who came to the town on
Sale Days and held clinics. Later still, resident doctors came. Dr. Kem Yee was probably the first.

Dr. UL Brown started a hospital called “Calala” at West Gresford.

Some of the other doctors to serve Gresford were Drs. Lloyd, Stephenson, Zeigler, Murphy,
Plunkett, Short, Long, Peter Smith, Wilson, Clark-Stephens. Dr. Freeman and Dr. Patkin of Dungog
visited for a time. Dr. Rosemary Sheather is the present resident Doctor.

In the early 1950’s Sister Bracy started a private hospital in the Thalberg Homestead on
“Clevedon”. In 1956, it became an annexe of Maitland Hospital. At this very time, 1979, the residents
of Gresford are fighting to keep it open. At present, a District Nurse from Dungog visits sick people in
their homes once a week. A visiting Baby Health Centre Nurse holds a regular clinic at the CW.A.
rooms.

People of the area subscribe to the St. John’s Ambulance of N.S.W. Dungog and Maitland are the
closest. The first Pharmacy was in the same building as the old “Junction Inn”.

Mr. Bourne opened his chemist shop in the early 1950’s. After he left, Mrs. N. Watts of Dungog
opened her chemist shop in the old CB.C. bank. She is still providing the district with a valuable
service.

Every few years the Mobile TB. Clinic visits our town. Chest Xrays are compulsory for everyone
over 35 years. Schools are visited by doctors, nurses and dentists also.

To assist invalids still at home the Meals on Wheels Service, manned by voluntary labour provides
meals at a reasonable cost three times a week. A Day Care Centre meets one day a week at
Gresford. It is a very busy activity centre where folk, young and old, can meet, talk, play and work

together.

SERVICECLUBS IN THE AREA
Hereunder is a list of Service Clubs functioning in the area at the present time.

RSL. andit's Women's Auxiliary.

The Women'’s Guilds of the Various Churches.

The Red Cross Assoc.

The CW.A. Assoc.

The Apex Club.

The Hospital Auxiliary.

The Local Associations for the Guides and the Scouts.



Gresford Garage
EARNING A LIVING (JOBS).

Many and varied were the occupations of the early settlers. Besides being farmers tilling the soil
and tending their stock, seasonal grape pickers were employed. Coopers, who made and repaired the
wooden wine casks were to be found'on all the vineyards.

As the various settlements grew and prospered shops began to appear. The general store that
supplied many things from needles, food and clothes and furniture, was first. Soon specialist shops
were set up. There was the saddler, tailor, hairdresser, bootmaker, cobbler, chair mender (known as
‘Cane Bottom'), butcher, baker, blacksmith, auctioneer and undertaker.

o

A bullock team hauling logs in the 1920's



Gresford Butter Factory, L. to R. — Driver - L. Lawrence, bald head - Jim Warr,
a visitor, Stan Duggan in the apron and Arch Albert, the manager.

At Allynbrook Mr. King (an American) had a soap factory. He made “Yankie Magic” soap.
Hawkers, usually foreigners, travelled the district on foot, sulky, or van displaying their wares. They
filled a great need for the isolated families of the area.

Because of the Cattle, Pig and Horse Sales held regularly many farmers and their wives and
families came to town for the day. Tea Rooms and hotels catered for their meals.

Leslie Grey'’s funeral from Grey’s Store. The hearse was drawn by horses.



A bush sa-w at Ecciuton

At Mt. Rivers, an antimony mine was worked for several years. As the larger properties were split
up and sold many new jobs were created. Men to clear the land and to fence were required. Builders
to construct new homes, dairies, sheds and bridges were in demand. Itinerant brickmakers travelled
the area. Brickyards were established at Gresford and Allynbrook. Sawmills, using steam power

were set up. Timber, plain and dressed, was carted by bullock team to various parts of the district.
What a busy time the bricklayers and the carpenters had!

Logging in the 1920’s - a 42’ log on a bullock team in front of Eccleston Congregational Church.
Most of the logs came from the Allyn River. Hancocks had a sawmill some miles up the river, and
Norman Joliffe had a mill between Eccleston and Allynbrook.



A Cream Boat on the Paterson River

Prior to World War II the demand for rabbit skins was very high. Each Monday moming trappers
would arrive in town to sell their bundles of skins.

As time marches on and technology advances at such a pace, very.few jobs are now available here
for many of our citizens. Many people have moved away from the land to find work in industry or
council and government services in the cities.

Photo of Sol Hopper driving the cream waggon. It is not certain how many times a week he took the
cream to Gresford. He usually had loadings of groceries, etc. Bruce Dark also made regular trips from
Gresford to Eccleston with a large van. Eccleston in 1918 was very isolated and was the end of the road.



W. Spencer and Shop

Ramakhan (an Indian Hawker) at Cawarra. This photo was taken around 1916.




Halsted's Store

Interior of a store
in earlier days
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Inside Halsted’s Store - Gresford




POLICE STATION

From Zena Hancock’s (Late Mrs. C. Arthur) article in the “Gresfordian” May, 1922, we leamn that
the first constable was Constable Smith, the next Murray. They lived at the old government surveyed
town near the Pound Crossing The first police came around the 1860’s or 70's.

Later a slab building was erected by Mr. Jas Boydell for the local policeman and his family at East
Gresford. The building was of slabs with a shingle roof. The shutters of wood on the windows were
hung with leather hinges. The first to live in the old building was named Forrest. The last to live in the
place was Constable Prentice, father of Mrs. Harold Smith (senior) of Lorn. He was also the first to
live in the new brick residence.

Sergeant Danks was the next to take up residence there. His son gave to Mrs. Alex Hancock a
water colour of the station painted by an itinerant painter. IT WAS DONE BEFORE THE TURN OF
THE CENTURY BECAUSE THE FLAG ON THE POLE IS NOT THE Australian one.

All the policemen up to Constable Lonsdale (later an Inspector) travelled the district on horseback
carrying out their duties. These duties included inspecting dairies and collecting the Livestock
returns. After horses, motorbike became the policeman’s mode of transport.

During the last two decades the police have had comfortable cars or land-rovers to visit the
various parts of the area.

It is over a decade since court cases were held in the Court House. When the Police Station was
repaired and renovated recently, the old Court House became part of the policeman’s comfortable
residence.
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A caricature in “Country Life Stock and Station Journal”” 23/6,/1939.
The article was entitled “‘Up the Paterson’’
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Gresford Centenary Procession November 2, 1929
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ALLYN VALLEY SIMMENTALS
“Glenthorne” East Gresford,
N.S.W. 2491. Phone 389467

Alex and Shirley Brown,
Herd Manager Russell Brown.
Herd designation AAR.

Among the first in Australia to have
one, of the oldest breeds in the world,
herd books dating back over 2000
years.

Simmentals are the only proven dual
purpose cattle in the world. “Allyn
Valley Simmentals’” are the only herd

in N.SW., being officially herd
recorded, for milk production, butter
fat and solids not fat, they certainly
hold their own, with other breeds.

Allyn Valley Simmentals,
inspection and sales.

open for




ABORIGINAL TALES

At the time of Mr. Charles Boydell's arrival at “Camyr Allyn” the Gringai tribes roamed the land
about the area. Mr. J. Boydell told the story about his father’s first encounter with the Gringai. |
quote..“When the wild blacks first saw my Father on horseback they imagined it was one animal,
and were astonished when he got off his horse. All at once they came running towards him calling
out, “Turralby”. Now Turralby was the name of a chief that had died some time before, and whom
they said was like my father and they could not account for his appearance amongst them in any
other way, than (to use their own expression) ‘that he died a blackfellow and jumped up white fellow’.

They then proceeded to introduce him to his uncles, his aunts and his cousins. From that day my
Father's word was law amongst the Gringai tribe and | have always been Turralby’s son and had
equal power over them.”

A story told by the late G.J. Champain.

When the first arrival of the steam boat to Paterson was due certain citizens of Gresford
thought it would be interesting to see how the Blacks might react to such a spectacle and invited
them to attend.

Travel was by horse and buggy and the blacks ran down afoot in little more time, and a
considerable assembly awaited the boat’s maiden arrival. When it appeared around a bend of the
Paterson River, squat and puffing smoke, the blacks remained calm and expressionless with no sign
of emotion.

When asked, “What you think that fella?” the reply was, “Uh, Boss, likum black duck smokum

pipe.”

WOWES . . . BOWLS . . i For all your cartage neetlsj
Come along and roll them
contact
Games Nights . . . Ro Mo & Bo Mo WARR
Socials . . .
Cabar oo e °
S Livestock and General
Bona fide visitors currler
always welcome
st come aling wnd 162 Durham Road, Gresford.
join your friends 2491
e Phone 389 293
East Gresford 22 years experience

389 368 . ¢
in business




Advertisements used in 1929...

BROOKER & LINDEMAN

AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS,
STOCK & STATION AGENTS

Stock Sales of Fat and Store Pigs and Cattle,
Every Alternate Friday at 11 a.m.

: Gresford Union every Monday, at 11 a.m.
Orchard and Farm Produce

Property, Land and Clearing-out Sales, Conducted
in any part of the District.

PERCY MERRYFIELD

HAIRDRESSER, EAST GRESFORD.

Tennis Repairs. Umbrellas Repaired.

Scissors Sharpened.




WHEN IN WANT OF ANYTHING

There is no need for any inconvenience—no need for

hesitation.

Your Problem may be Solved at

Knights OStore

for we have a LARGE RANGE of your
Everyday Reguirements in all Departments—
RIGHT HERE ON THE SroOT,

having anticipated your patronage.

We are here at your Service

Our Prices are Right, and you will get a Square Deal.

So come right along—and “get the habit™ of doing

your shopping at

KNIGHT’S STORE

EAST GRESFORD.

-




ARE YOU A MEMBER OF

School of Arts

15 INCEE
WHY NOT

2

Subscription, 2/6 a Quarter.

Splendid Library.
Billiards
Ping-Pong

UNITY IS STRENGTH. JOIN UP!

THE SECRETARY OR ANY MEMBER OF THE
COMMITTEE will be glad to welcome you.

o




ALF. WATSON

GRESFORD. "Phone: 17.
GENERAL CARRIER.

EAST & WEST MAITLAND TRIPS DAILY.
CREAM & MILK COLLECTION DAILY.

Frompt attention to all orders. A trial solicited.

My motto: Promptness and attention.

C. G. ARTHUR
PATERSON,

THE NEW LIVE BAKER & PASTRYCOOCK.

Fresh Bread Delivered Daily.

My Motto: Serve to please, and Please to Serve.

'Phone: 39 Paterson.




HABIT IS SECOND NATURE.

Get the Habit of going to

E. BURLEY’S IDEAL STORE

Ycu Won't Regret It.

PRICES ARELOW. GOODS ARE THE BEST.
Attention and Civility to Everyone.
If you cannot call, 'Phone 2 Gresford.

We want your custom, and after you have given us

an order you will want us.

]
SOFT DRINKS, VICTOR’S ICE CREAMS.

CHOICE FRUITS direct from the Orchards.
Refreshments Served at All Hours.

]

MAKE NO MISTAKE:
WE LEAD:
WE ARE ON THE TOP OF THE HILL.

We are on top for anything you want.

BURLEY’S STGRE, EAST GRESFORD.




FARMERS!

READING MAKETH A FULL MAN
WRITING AN EXACT MAN

BUT CONFERENCE MAKES A READY MAN.

JOIN THE AGRICULTURAL BUREAU,

and discuss subjects nearest to your pocket.

G. N. DOYLE, Hon. Sec.

C. C. HALL

EAST GRESFORD,

will BUY any class of CATTLE.

PODDY CALVES AND VEALERS A SPECIALITY.

'Phone: 43 Gresford.




E——

Gresford Bakery

T. BOYLE, BAKER, PASTRYCOOCK.

BREAD OF THE HIGHEST QUALITY.
CAKES AND PASTRY SUPPLIED.

Wedding Cakes a Speciality.

My Goods Speak for themselves.
ONLY FIRST-CLASS QUALITY SUPPLIED.

’Phone: 1 Gresford.

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF

GRESFORD DISTRICT
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

If not, you are OUT OF FASHION.
FALL INTO LINE.

A. R. BROWN, Sec.

o




Shelton & Fisher

GARAGE AND SERVICE STATION.

Agents for
ESSEX and
FORD CARS

And TRUCKS

All Classes of Repairs. Complete Stock of Accessories.

TYRES — BENZINES — OILS

At Competitive Prices.

Y
[

DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE.
"Phone: 36 Gresford.

L2




When requiring MEAT, leave your order with

LES. LAWRENCE
THE QUALITY BUTCHER,

Where Quality and Service go hand in hand.

L L L L L L L L T T P

WHEN YOU GET A GOOD THING
REMEMBER WHERE YOU GOT IT.

W. M. WATSON

THE BOOT STORE EAST GRESFORD.

"Phene 49. Green Coupons Given Freely.




THE LEADING BUTCHERS.

DRINKWATER BROS.

We Supply Best Meat at Lowest Prices.
MEAT KILLED DAILY.
We Act up to our motto: Attention and Civility.
A Trial Proves. We are here to satisfy.

’Phone: 2. Green Coupons Given Freely.

SID WATT

GENERAL CARRIER,

FIREWOOD, TIMBER, RIVER GRAVEL, Etc.,

at Shortest Notice.

"Phone: 36 Gresford.




EAST GRESFORD MAKES
WHQ®@P-EE !

Our native sons will soon be back with us.

Old friendships will be renewed, and we're all looking
forward to Back to Gresford Week being as Merry as a

Wedding.
CHANT'S

THE LEADING STORE
OF EAST GRESFORD

Will be able to take care ofall yeur requirements for the carnival occasion.

You will, no doubt bave visitors and you will want to show them a
good Lime.

Everything for home and farm is here at the same moderate prices
that made CHA N 1'S Store in West Maitlard famous.

Should you require anything that is unobtainable in our East Gresfoid
Store, you will have our big West Maitland stocks upon which to draw,

Shop in person, Shop by 'Phone, or Shop by Post. Chant's have
unusual facilities for serving you and can execute Country Orders with
despatch.

CHANT & CO. LTD.

WEST MAITLAND & EAST GRESFORD




D. Smith

Saddle and Harness Maker

ALL CLASSES OF SADDLES AND
HARNESS STOCKED
AT PRICES TO SUIT THE PUBLIC

NEW STOCKS OF SPORTING GOODS
CRICKET, TENNIS, FOOTBALL, GOLF

VIGORO, PING PONG, BOBS, QUOITS

The Sports Depot

>

-



THE GOVERNORS — THE BREELONG BLACKS

A correspondent reported in the Maitland Mercury, Mon. Sept., 17, 1900 “great excitement in the
Lostock neighbourhood today. A party of 13 armed men, police and civilians arrived at “Penshurst”
about noon to tell that the Governors had stuck up D. Cowley’s at Carabolla the night before. At
5pm they had another report from Mr. Drummond, the Upper Lostock school teacher that the
Governors had stuck up Edward Lawrence’s at 2pm. They took from Lawrence’s blankets and
enough rations for a fortnight.

During the usual stock sales at Gresford on the Friday news got abroad about the Governors
robbing the huts in the district. It was not long before the saleyards were deserted, as most people
made for their homes to protect their wives and families.

It is said that large numbers of people slept at the residence of Mr. HH. Brown, of Coulston, on
Friday and Saturday nights, also at Hancock’s and Beatty's hotels in Gresford.

BELIEVE IT OR NOT

In “Fighters of the North” written by Bob Power and published 1976, is the story of Paddy Slavin.
Paddy was born at Brecon Village near “Elm’s Hall,” Vacy on 8th Feb., 1862.

However after the good strikes of gold had been reported at Hanging Rock and the Moonan fields
his parents went with the gold seekers up to the source of the Allyn River, past Carey's Peak, and
down to near “Belltrees” Station on the Pages River. His first fights were bareknuckle fights. He
proved himself to be a good fighter in Australia and England.

When he retired from the ring he settled down as sheriff of Dawson City. When World War |
began the then 52 vear old ex-heavy weight champion of Australia and all England joined the
Canadian Forces. He served in France as a member of the famous Princess Pat Regiment. He was
invalided home to British Columbia before the end of hostilities. He died in Oct., 1930 some forty
years after his departure from Sydney.
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