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LIT'E MEMBERS BILL AND MABS KEPPIE
PLANTING A YOUNG ROSEWOOD TREE IN MUSEUM GROU\'DS IN 1993

Photograph: Bill Anderson

Backgound Manrice Dunlop, Val Anderson, and June Mayne
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MEf,TINGSi Fjrst Thursday ofeach month 7.30 pm at the Patemon Court House Museum.
(Recess Decemberlanuarv)

MEMBERSHIP FEES: Amual subscriptions due February each yea. - 35 Singte.St0 Family.

. The Dorotbea Mackella.r exlibit at the Museum has been fealxred in the October/Ilovember edition of
the popular R.M. Williams, "Outback" magazine.

Securir)- screens \'\,ill be placed htemally on the Court House windolvs. We greatly appreciate the
thoroughness of securil)' officer Ian Weir.

Over seventy Veteran Car enthusiasts visited the Museum duing October. Also in October nembers
of Dungog Shire Council headed by Terry Wilson (Design and Assets/Developmeni Enginee.), the
Mayor, Depuq, Mayor, I'emale and male councillon enjoyed our hospitality at tle Museum.

In November, Keith Wade, carpenter and joiner (Paterson Village Maintenance person) from Dungog
Shire Council repaired the southem end door assembly entrance to the back verandah of the Museum.

At t}le receDt RAIIS Confe.enca held in Canbera, our secretary, Pauline Clements was awarded the
prestigious Achievement Award for her 30I'ears service and dedication to local history.

A Jacaranda tree, grown by Pauline Clements has be€n planted in the Museum grounds the
Paterson River Orange tree, also in th€ grounds, has been fed and mulched and with the recenr rans
looks marvellous.

Curator Val attended an ercellent workshop relative to archival conservation at Brough House,
Maitland in Septomber presented by the Australiansocie8 ofArchivists Inc chaired by Dr Sigrid
Mecausland

. Paterson Historical Society wish to extend thanl$ and appreciation to all who have gi\ en support
durins 2007.
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Every care is taken 10 check the accuracy of information printed bui we cannol lold ourselves responsibte for erors.
Unless an article is marked O COPYRIGHT. Hislorical & Family History organizations have permission 10 reprinr irems
liom this Newsletter, aLhough acknowledgement of author and soxrce must be given.
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B4Ns!ry!Sr!!_89899 (1 86e-1900) shiv le), ahveL{ o
Extract from Ellen Julia Gould: a civilian nurse and lbtmder ofthe dlitary nursing tadition in
Austlalia (1860-1941) by Ruth Rae (Joumal ofthe Royal Australian Historical Sociely Volume 92
Pltrt 2, December 2006..)

"During the ea.rly stages ofthe Boer War Nellie Gould was ser.ring al a Stationa.ry Hospital (SH) in
Sterkstoom near Stronrberg and it was:

Here we met our flrst Australian soldier who passed on. ]Ie was only with us ilve
days and during that time only noticed some roses brought by a kindll clergynan
from Queenstown. Witi one of those in his hand he remarked that similar ones
grew at his home in St Marys near Parramatta. Under his pillow 1|e found a little
prayer book \lhich later, I had the pleasure of retuming to the donot, his special
friend at home. Thirt: one g&ves nake our short stay ofthree months.

The soldier was most likely Edwin Horace Ransley who died of entedc (typhoid) fever on 27 April
1900 at Sterkstroom."

Edwin l-lolace Raosley is the greal uncle of our member Mabs Keppie (n6e Ransley) and the
folloring is taken from Australian Bio$aplicai and Genedogical Record 1842-1899 Volune 3
contibuted by Mabs' nephew John Ransley.

RANSLEY, Ed\a,in Horace (1869-1900), trooper, of St Marys NSW| b 11 Nov 1869
Jordan Hill NSW... Edwin embarked for the South African War on 17 Jan 1900
with the Second Contingent. He was paft of a dralt allachod to A Squadron,
descdbed in the official records as 'a picked body of espec:ally smafl men; good
shots and daring riders, excellently rrounted ...
On l3 Jan, the Saturday evening before his depature. Ed$in received a send-offby
the citizens of St Marys. Therc were a number of speeches, and thlr Mayor,
Alderman J. Sainsbury, presented Edwin *,idr a silver match-box holder on behalf
of the citizens of St Marys, and a silver mounted pipe on behalf of the Druids
Lodge.
Du.ing the campaigns, Edwin's cornrade, Trooper Harold Thomdike. went down
with enteric fever. and Edwin asked permission to remain with Thomdike, *'hich
was granted. Follolving Thorndike's recovery, both we.e sent on guard duty at De
Aar, which was away lrom the firing line. whilst there. Edwin also contracled the
Ie\er and $as 5ent lo Slerk)aroom. $here he died on 2- ADtrl lq00. A
commemoration tablet erected by public subscription al the Mechanics lnstitute St
Marys, described Edwin as a 'one time Secretary of tlis Institute who died ir1 the
EmDire's cause-'
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THf TOCAL MURDER 187;1. Val Anderson
In November 187:l a headless bod,v was lbmd in a iateihole on Wcbbers Creek. Intensive
im estigation failed to reveal d]e victim's identitv or tire peryetratols, as a result lhe crime remains
umolved. During research into the proceedings ofthe inquest held at the Paterson Cou't House.
State Archives genelousll made avajlable copies of those proceedings. one of u'hich is prinred
belo\\.
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JAME6 WELLg . 1844' ,IBB4 -
N€\^./  PoLr4€ .DePARTF4ec{T SERvrcE- tBb+ -t8 '71

THE ONLY KNO\^IH PHOTO OF JA}.IE3 ',\I€LL9 TAKEN FEOM A CITATION Ir.I

APPRECIATION OF HI3 eFFoRTS DURIN6 THE ToCAL MUR!€R INVe9TIGATIO..I

AND TH€ IA'15 FLOOD ON COMMERCIAL ROAD, PATERSON.
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PATERSON DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL
HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATTON

Poterson, Nel{ Sourh \Votei

oFFICE-BEARERS, 1949 SHOW

P.rron6:
J.  P.  ABBOTT, I ' I . I I -R.I  A.  HOWARTH, M.I ! .A. ;

It. L FITZCERALD,, M.L.!.
prcs,deht i

YR HUC]I  IOUNC.

VIce+E6idqt5:
\ iR L I ]  

'LEVEN_S. 
VN. R. D. DIXON.

HM. Trertu.er i
' 

MR. li. E. FlrllcllrR.

Stc.ctary:
r{&. s. I[. RDYNOj DS,

A<sisrant Serr . ry:
I tn.  i ( .  tu.c,LL

Com{ir te.  of  Man.g.nent:
l l - .$!  n,  Botdd' .  C. Bron0. J D. I la1LrsFr.  J.  B.  r - tsrk€,  n.

:.i^111:l J ^l*""i 'I 'r'"o0 1 c cr"h{ s. F. 'E.
1," '1" . ' i .  ^  

i  rcr4nr. .  R. Drrotr .  p.  Dixor A. D.onrs,  wuar ' -6.  J] .  Ddqqrdq t{ .  Edws-ds, F.  A Ebbe.k.  p.  D;; la l ;.  FFr 'pty,  R E ' r tLt .Fr.  
q- .  I .Ga. iE J,  A.  Harn,  W. Hemso;,

hparn-y.  N. Kpcrney. D. LpoDsrd, M, C.Leespr .  v.rkF. n.  L.  Mc.chlhr A l ler ,harr  J.  r ir*"41o..T Md a hr,  W. M!OII .  l { .  l tcCi t t ,  u,  i .  rnnoess,
.  p"y]{€.  S.  p.  pf iesr loy.  Sratr  p. l€s €J.R xaF s.  N. n"r  otds,  p.  A.  R"yDotd".  C. C. Rpytrords,  e.  j .

h6rbolds.  ,1.  J. .  sdi 'k ,  J.  B.  Tu(trpr.  R W!,uhs;r .  R.rva.rs.  H. youha. E J.  nerab,

EaDkers:
COMI{ERCIAL BANKTNC CO. OF SYDNEY, I-TD.

Hor.  Audirors:
\ IR. R RAW. TIN. K. Rf,ARNEY,

" 
Hon, Solc l to. :  ; .
MR. C, FRA.:

Vetertnary Steward6:
W. lt. IlARslI.{Lt4 B.V,sc., and A. 1| lfcT-{c KetrT, B,V,SC,

MEMBERS, 1948-49
(os to lst  September, l9 '181

AND

Allord, R, J,

liro{n, E.

Cfou.lr, II. Ii,

Di{on, R,

Idsards,  R.

llo{arth, A. (M.I-.A,)
Horn,  A.

ileurey, K.

teorafd, D.

Mercha}l, D..

XicciU, K.
Itcciu, R.

Mclnnes, J,
Monkley, I-. F.

Mcnae, C.

O N8ill, N.
Parlsh, S.

SrniUr, C.

WilltaFBor, C.

LADY MEMBERS

Mrs. a. E. lloilman,
Mrs, G. WillieDson,

TILLIMBY
AYRSHIRE STUD

OUR COWS LOOK WELL AND
MILK WELL !

YOLrl.lc BULLS AVAILABLE.

Inquiries li/elconed - lnspection Cordially Invitd.

S. P. PRIESTLEY & SON
Till imby, Poterson

PHONE 41

5
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A permit was given by Hunter
Sullivan to cnter, photograph
Boharra Road. Bolnarra.
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INDIGENOUS INTERXST
BURIAL STONE _ BOLWARRA

warer ('oryoralion in June 2000 lbr val
and record.'n TnJ'genou. Buri.rl Stone

and Bill Anderson and Jack
on Corporation gounds at
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MAY - I-5in-o BRout\r€R
1H€ {OCAL H'..IR}ER.
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OTHER,
WORDING
ReMove.D

At the recent ILAHS Conference held in Canbelra. our sccretary' Pauline Clements was
prestigious Achievement Award for her 30 yeats service and dedicatioo to local histor-

KING TOt"4

DIED

DECEMBER
tB75

.5ACRED,

The folloring details rvere taken 21 June 2000.

It seems possible that there may have been another inscription or1 the stone.

The weather cover/sheltea \\'as scattered
about on tl'le ground possibly caused b,y
cattle housed in the paddock.
(The stone has been removed from the site. 2oo7)
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MUSEdM DTJIY
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C ARCHER
P CLEMENT3

M .g KEP PrE

M,M DUNLOP

V DAN IEL3
V PATFIELD

M ELLICOTT
{ Dur.nt

K LYALL
V. B AND€R6ON,I

MANV MAN\/

awarded the
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FUNERAL
RECEIPT

16 3EPTEMBER I94I

FRY BROS
FUNERAL DIRECTORg

WEST MAITLAND
7 -{ i t29 .4 'o

WILgON FAMILY
SROOKER EsT,

VAc':'/
PHg .  05.  F,9b


