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At the June meeting MABS KEPPIE tabled a delighttul posy of€urentlv flowering nati ve orchids gathered

her properrr, Glenlossie Paterson



MUSETM NEWS -Volume 12 No 4 ISSN 1321 4438 OCTOBER, 2005

PATERSON TIISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. f,XECUTIIT 2OO5
AFFILIATED with Royal Austalian Hisbrical Societv lnc and Museums Australia lnc
PRESIDENT: Cameron Archer PATRONS
SECRETARY: PAU]iNC CIErnENTS MT' M MOTiS OA

ASS. SECRETARY: Pam Sivyer Mr R Baldwin MP

TRtrASURER: Shirley Tirclfo Mr' J Price MP

VICE PRESIDENT: kathy Lyall Mr SLoweAM

JOURNAL: PauUne Clements, Val Anderson & Shirle) Threlfo Mr' C Semken

MUSEUM CURATORS: Val Anderson & Bill Keppie Mr' A Fairhall

PROJECT COORDI\{TOR Bi i  AndeAo
RECORDER: Mabs Keppie and Shirlev lheltb
PUBLIC OFFICER: Cameron Archer
RISEARCH coMMITTf,E: P clements. S Thre]fo' M & B Keppie. H Boyle oAM. J sullivan. c Archer, V

at the Paterson Cout House M'rseum

55. singie S10. family

MEETINGS PHSI meels the first lhundal of each rnonth 7 30 pm'

(Recess December/Januar] )

MEMBERSHIP FEES: Annual subscriptions due February each vear'
r*

THE MAGIC OF OLD PHOTOGRAPTTS _ FINDING TIIE WESLEYAN CHAPEL:

Our executive has commenced re-cataloguing the society's photographs ofearly Paterson

Comparatively small in number, the nuclcus ;f the collection was formulaled by Pautine Clements who

went "door-krocking" when the society was fomed in 19?4 Since then more pholos have been donated

by descendants ofpi-oneer families, supportive researchers and visitors who come to thc museum'

bur earliest images olPaterson were boosted last yea' \'!hen member Jack Sullivan was grven access to

iwo remarkable piotos of c1860s Paterson. A wonderful source of information no1 previously known

was revealed in particular the exact location ofthe elusive Wesleyan Chapel

F or some time the society has been aware of the existence of the Chapel - but where was it? When was

i 
-trili"i".r 

Keith Jordan remembers his forebears making refercnces to a small rise on hrs properb- on

Commercial Road which was thought to be the Chapel's sitc
'i""t 

""a 
Sft;.f.1' fft*lfo (who his commenced researching the Commercial Road area) bave combined

thJLi"nt. rvitft g."ut 
"nthusiasm 

in the hope ofbringing some conclusion to our unanswered qucstions-

Bill and
first of

Photor cl860s view ofthe Commerclal Road area from St Ann's Prcsblterian Church

Phoro: Jack Sullivan colleciion. 
*

Mabs Keppie have commenced their selection ofthe societ,'s photogaphic 
-collection 

for the

" 
."r;o* 

'oit EARLY PHOTOGRAPHS of Paterson This serjes will be edited by Cameron
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FRY FAMILY ANTERPRISES - PATERSON CONNtrCTION

&
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ffii;'i"i;fffi?#i;i;;'i;i;il';iiii;fif;ilitr''iiGiitriii;pGinomtheF vfam vhome"Gren
A\r" 1900 at the entance to Paterson and the Dungog Shire

For some time now the socieil-' in particular members Camercn Archer and Bill Anderson have been

\ry"*i.g'"ot"."lv }l*a to retain two ofthe few remailing sigrificant relics of th€ promin€nt Fry famiiy

businesi in Paterson - th€ HEARSE sttED and CORN STADDLE in John Tucker Park They represent a

bvsoneelawhenPatelsonwasthecentreofactiviryandcommercelbrthePatersonvalley."'i;";;;, 
i;;,h" Maitland Mercury in 1960 in a letter writlen bv Miss D M Fry' daughter of Herbert

A. Fry gives more insight into tbis remarkable lamily

Sir, My attention was drawn to an article oo April I6 re the early coaching dal's

i am a daughter ofthe late Herbert A Fry, ofPaterson so I may be abl€ to give you a little more

information you rcquire.
The Fry family had the coaches and Royal Mail contmcts-liom 

-Maitland 
to,Dungog for many

"""rr 

-ff.ttty 
nw ft"a tf,em from 1878 1o i894' the year he died His son' Herbert Fry' then took

on the business.
PrestandChamberlainhadthemailcontractfroml8g4to1896.H.A.Fryregaineditandhadit

without interference until I9l I when the railway came to Dungog-
' 

V"r.-*.ii- 
^L", 

ffiere did they changc horsesl Callaghan s'that $as \ahere the horse stables

*."". i a" 
"t 

remember hearing of Johnson s Paddock, but rt could ha\e been used as a grass

Daddock for the hor\es
' l l .  i l r"r""" "". " 

Oriter. al5o samm) Marsh lom and Amo' Amold- and Jim Kell l  The

Oal, lev famib, of Dungog. $ere al 'o among the drirer '  *ho drore for the fD lamil) Tom

iloii 
"u. 

iri" run atiulr in the coach to Dungog before the train came on Augusf I4 I911

The Dungog people gave him a presentatio-n of a very-nice- gold watch in appreciation of his

se*ices. ih-ere *"r" 
''luoy 

other well-kno\tn drivels, but these men mentloned were mosrly

associated with the Dungog run
Mr. Fry had as many as twelve drivers

the mail to G.esford and Allynbrook' and
emolored and sixt)  horse. $ere required as he also h3d

a dur coa.h f tom Pater.on lo \4ai t land. rerum eveo da)

wiih the exception of Sunday
tle trad ttri contmct for conveyance ol commerciai travcllers and samples' as far afield as

KemDsev and Cassrlts A permanenl blacksmith' Walter Ba'ling' and others and also a

"ou.ifuifo"t ""a 
puin'"r *ere emplt)ed lo keep lhe \ehicles in good running order'

ni"t ura fry .un"a naiss Mary Callaghan' sister of Mr' Paddy Callaghan' who was a saddler in

Dungog. She only died last year, living to the age of9l years
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FromMait landthecoachos]eft thePostoff icebeforemjdnight,changedhorsesatPatersonand
urri.n"J in nngog utout 6.30 a.m. The] rcturned that same day and thence on to Maitland with a

change of drivirLd horses, to arrive tiere in the early aftemoon The driver on the last coach

fromlaterson to Maitland before the train came was Daily Kidd

Iamincl inedtothinksher iden,sHotelmavhavebeenadepotforparce|s.etc. . tobelef t .a]soa
st;ing place, as I have often heard the name mentiooed in conncction with the coaches-

In thi'se early days, whether heat wave or floods, it was most important for the mails to get

, f rrornf '  o" 
' i . " .  

l f ior i r  entai led a *r inen e"planarion orcouldbealtneof l5 ."  
I  h; . ; .  n; . i  rai l$al  t ic lel  i "ued from P;lerson lo Dungog al 'o lhe f i rsr l ic l 'e l  f rom Pater 'on

to Maitland. Yours faithfullv, (Miss) D M FRY

Dunsos Chrcnicle'l MaY 1960 
*

l88i Increase in fares due to price increase in horse feed'
ROYAL MATL NOTICO.

FRY & CO..S COAC}]ES LEAVE WEST MAITLAND' ViA EASI MAitIANd,

DAILY (Sunday excepted)' at 845 am, for DUNGOG' GRESFORD' and

PATERSON; and on IUESDAY, THURSD'^Y' and SATURDAY' for HINTON'

SEAHAM, CLARENCE TOWN. and BROOKFIELD

BOOKTNG OFFICE -
Bourke-street, West Maitlalrd.

ln consequence ofthe high late ofHorse Feed' the FARES wlLL BE AS

UNDER until lurther notice:-
Maitiand to Dungog. .... .- - 7s 6d'

"  "  Gresford.. . . . . . - -  -  5s'

" " Clarence Town -- ' 5s

" " Paterson- " - 2s-6d
FRY & CO.,

Bourko-street,
West Maitland.

Mdittand Mercury' 1883 - John Dickson. Paterson'

.r*
MUSEUM ACCESSIONS
BUTTER PAT and WALKING sTlcK associated with the

Chipping Notth. The bufter pat was used at Brooklyn
walkingitick was used by AndreR Keppie, 1849 - 1929'

Keppie Family from Ann and Peter Boyce ol

House d,rring a boarding house period The

Maittdn.l Mercury 21May 1868 Clnthia Hunter +

THE FLATS lN THE PATERSON RIVER.-The steamer Bolwarra on her trip from Morpeth to here last

Tuesday moming, stuck on the flats near Ogg lsland, and was detained there for five hours' before she

.  BROOKLYN F.\OUSE -

could get off.
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MAJORDONATION - CRtrMATION CHARGING TROLLEYS

Sociely executive has accepted the donation of two charging trolleys from Newcastle Cremalorium'

Beresfield. Made in 198i by KH. England' Macquarie Road' Wamers Bay, they were used at the

crematoriumbetweenMaylgslandFebruary2005-56200chargesbet*,eenthetwodates.Possiblythe
iuJ *o o.ff"y. in use in New South Waies (redundant due to process upgrading at Beresfield and

Jootn"d to b" .".npp"d) they were reluctantly refused by the Powerhouse Museum as they already had

one trolley.
Collected by Bill Ande$on assisted by Phil Lockett (NCB employee) 27 June 2005' the trolleys will be

stored at Anderson's property with possible future use in the Hearse Shedl
*

EXTRACTS FROM DR BOWKER'S DIARY 
'869-87Dr Bowker was the son-in-law ofJames Phillips of "Bona vista", Paterson and following the death ofth€

widow ofJames Phillips he purchased the property and built the present homestead in"l876 Dr Bowker

was a well known Docior ofmedicine in Newcastle and a member of state parliament(S'l )
1869 May 28, Building instructions, And I paid Maddams for the child's coffin'

May 31, Com and pumpkins got at RonaVista
uay l.- :t% tusttits and 7 lbs damaged com at 1/9' 21 dozen pumpkins at 1/6 from John

CIements.
5,l bushels and 22 lb com at 2/0 from Will Radcliffe says his consumption of good com

is 15 lb a day-
Rain/wind-
Have had a long drought. At Paterson - slight shower, trees dead, fowls and pigs dead

no oranges.
Apr 15 Osmond goes to Bona Vista today Wednesday Wife not go yet'

sept 7 Osmond ieports more stock dead of'disease' but maybe starved in drought

1878 Feb 6 Rain hea\a
Oct 29 My belov;d Lydia leaves me -dies She first had the mumps which she got {iom Ida

Phillips at Bona Vista then Erysipelas ofthe leg- Then overworked h€rself, got Typhoid

compiioated with perforation and chil&en all had mumps' I think only Isabel had scarlet

fever (long ago).
1879 Jan2 Cedric and Edward have hooping cough caught atBonaVista
i887 Aug29 Saw what I thought a seal in Tocal lagoon The ground very splashy sothat it might have

been tempted fiom its lair. 
*

Source: Banls Papers - Harry Bovle OAM
WLLOWS ARRIVE IN AUSTRALLA
George Suttor to Sir Joseph Banks NSW 28 December 1800

Sir,
In obedience to your commands' I do myself the honor of writing to you on account of what

p;a. ih;"" been able to take alive to NSW:- I olive, 6 apples' 2 black mulberrys' 6 white
'* , r lh.rrvs-4wi l lows. lSChi lystrawbenys,2walnuts '2chesnuts(Spanish) '2oaks'4

""-*"i;t*-.: 
pr""a-s. mint and tle following sort of vines:- Tokay' white Fontinac' white

'N,1uriardine, gla.k l-ontinac. Conslantia and MuscaL ol AIe\andria

ti is *;th palnirl concern I inform you sir, that I have not been able to bdng the hops and many

oirr". uJrlu'u" pt-,t I had on board. Many a day and night have.l spent of anxious solitude on

ullouo, ofrny g-a""; but all my arxiery and concem were in vain under the disadvantages the

ea.den was sih;ted, so constantly exposed, ftom the smallness ofthe ship' to the washing ofthe

!"", 
-a ",r* 

lir."-staoces tlrai tended so much to treir hurt; indeed I now do and ever shall

,"gi* ,fr" ii *"" *, n,'ore su-ccessful. As they have hops at the Cape, I have great hope we shall

ao'on a"""lu" ,o-" ftom thence Ml Bafiow assued me thal we depend upon their being sent'

Mr. Scott was induced to behave something bettel to us during the remainder of our

voyage, through the kind interference of sir Roger Cutis in ouJ behalf at the Cape'
-'---i 

"in"Jay 
hope, yourself sir, and Ladt Banks are in good health' also Mrs Banks' Mr

and Mrs Anfriere 

tT'r"Jh..
P.S. I have taken the libefy. Sir, of enclosing letters to my friends; beg of you to forward them'
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TtLLTMB\ BRANDI\C IRO\5 from John Prie. trel  I  i l l imbl .  Paterson

J.H. Boughton Period 1822 Nivrson Perrod -1859

"Thc Settlement ofthe Patetson District"
Tillimby - Pzterson - Cameron Archer'

J.H. Boughton and his wife Charlotte arrir,ed in Sydney on the Fame, 12 Septernber 1822. He
subsequently received a land grant of2000 acles, in tlvo portions. on l2 October 1822. The grant was
north of (-'ir?td and was to bccome fillirrby.
ft//imlrJ was later o1\.ned by A.W. Nivison from 1859 until it was purchased by G. Priestley of Gostltlck
in the late I 920s. Descendants of Ceorge Priestley ate curent owners - the homestead *'as domol ished in
Jo4o. ruin. ol lhe servanls quaner) remair.

*

PREMItrR'S COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS TO SOCTETY MEMBERS
A small number ofcommunity Service Awards are allocated each year by the Premier and this year'

Bill and Val Anderson were recipients for their work in the community, particularly associated with the
Paterson Historical Society-

Bitl and Val have been stalwarts for the society for many years, Val working as honotary curator and
Bill working on many projects particularly conservation ofthe building and oiher resorrrces in the town

Bill and Val Anderson with the Hon Jotlll Price, Member for Maitland, following the presentation ofthe Premiefs
Conrmunity S€rvice Award Photo: Elizabeth Price

Dungog Chrcnicle, 13 Aqril2005
5

llcr,-,a,-
Nivison Period -l859


