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COVER PHOTO: The refurbishment of  the iormer CommerciaL Banking
. - - - rn/  l - \ , : -  ) i r^  i -  p:r  of .^n ic . - i , . - -  

-^T--a- i^.
Bui l t  in 1902 at  a cost  of  €2285 (archi tect  Mansf ie ld & Son, Sydney)
the transformat ion is being carr ied out wi th t remendous dedicat ion
by the new owners,  (evin and Moyta Hawtin,  members of  our scoiety.

Chinese Industrv at Paterson - CYNTHTA HUNIEk

In the 1880s, two Chinese men set up a vegetable growing coocem on land near the
Pate$otr Punt and many people doubted that they would succeed at t$e task.
However, regardless of local opinion, the men worked diligently at their enterpise
and soon the two Chinese men were producing more vegetables than the townspeople
needed. The principal man, named Ching, then bought a horse and caft and began
takilg the greeD grocedes to families at Woodville, Hinton and Morpeth. Ching
edarged the veget4ble garden and bought a second horse and cafi and increased the
workerc to five.

The early summer of 1885 brought very dry conditions. Unfortunately the lalld
cultivated by the men was at a little distance from water and the hard conditions
forced the men to spend a lot of time carq.ing water from the river. To imprcve this
laborious drudgery, Chitrg fiIst set up a hand lift aDd force pump at the river but still
the supply was inadequate so in late November 1885, he intuoduced a'holse power'
pump. Whether this was a steam engine pump, or a device involving the use of a
horse, is trot clear. However, whe! these events were coDsidered itteresting enough
fbr the PateNon correspondent to ttre Maitland Mercury to tell the story of Paterson's
'Celestials', the writer had only praise for their 'industrious and persevering' habits,
which he though were 'an example in these respects to some Europeans' . (Maitland
Mercury 2l November 1885,'Paterson News'). ls anlthing further known about the
Chinese vegetable gardens of Paterson?
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FROM SOCIETY ARCHIVES: SHIRLEY THRELFO
PATERSON POST OFFICE
EXTRACT - PATERSON POST OFFfCE HISTORY - Vann Cremer -  1988 -  p23 24
POST OFFICE BUILDING

"On 13 August 1883 the Publ ic Works Department advised that the tendel
of  Alex Mclaren had been accepted for the erect ion of  a new off ice at
a cost  of  t1,650. t l_e bur ' ld ing Lo be comoleted in ten months.  S'o_t-y
af ter :  th is the covernor 's assent was also received for the necessary
resumption of  the land for the ne\d of f ice.
On 28ch Apr 'L 1884 LI-e PosEras!.eraLPaLersonreouested LhaL some prot lsLon
h6 m:^a a^r 

^r inr in-  
-^4 f^y:  r :ndF F. '  rneuL L"e uur rurLrY

1r rr^.a^ rhr l  F^.  F.6 a r^^ l : -6c nn l9 ih O-1-^har lAA4 TnqnF.r6.

Davis recolmended rhF .1e.essiry Ior  a verandah in r-co1r oT Lhe buj ld i . )o
and this was approved by Postmaster-General  Nor lon" on gthDecember 1884
the archi tect  submit ted another tender f rom ALex Mclaren for 144.12.6
nhich was to cover the foLlowing-

I  horse posts,  ra i  s ecc,7 b--nds. -eLLer i - lo hd- ls,
c^ . r ,hr^ . -a\at .  r . .  .4 L- r . l  r . l i r . ts etc

T16 .ar \ i : l  r , . ,  wr.  -6^r. fa l  - - . ,  r : -d dr ,4-r  \ ,1.v RB5 and cie I i -e does
not state i f  any cetemony vas conducted to nark th is event.
o.  

_ 
Jcl^ oclobec LBBr Lbe Postmas!.er reguesled !haL Lhe \ ,eraldah mighL

L6 ra^^61 i . .  F. . r  . ' " -  . .166' l  Th6 >-^hi t - . t  ad\ 'sed thar Lhe

cosc of  a pal i rg ferce \^ould be aborr  f l2 bJr he LhoughL a i ron rai l ing
dL a ^os!  o-  €22 would be better.  AlchoJg. unos were rot  iTmedia-ely
i . , r l rh-6 -Lr ic w>. rn--1.a,  L\ .  p.c-n a- '7rh Noverber 

'1 885.
m!;^r  i -ohc 

-^n-ornin^ 
rh6 h, ,  lAi .d in Fha 

- , r r .anr
Aust ia l ia Post Histor ical  f i le on Paterson, other than the fact  that  the
bui ld inq \das sold tothe non-of f ic ia l  Postmaster rn 1976."
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UNDATED POST OFFTCE HANDSTAMPS _ HARRY BOYLE OAM
PATERSON OPENED 1.8.1832
1-8.1832 J J ^ILman -  1-3.-Bl5 i l  Haroy -  . t  -9. IBj5 w T phi-Lt ips
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MUSEUMS ACCESSIONS:
Hotels of  South Mait land Coalf ie lds -  Tonks -  by purchase
Telephone Tnsulators -  Bi l l  Keppie -  paterson
OAK 60lh Ann PAST TRIBUTE - 50th Ann Hunter Vat ley Co -  Olga Marquet
County & Par ish Maps of  NSW - Jansen by purchase paterson
Maiden Lady's Tr ip to Aust -  cres Hist  S;c Inc -  by purchase
Bucknel l  Family History -  T & B Waddingham
1926.27 Magazi^es -  Michel le El l icot t  -  I / iebbers creek
Fluted Glass Ftui t  Bo\d1s -  Lyn Jackson -  Charfsetown
Singleton Floods -  Singleton Hist  Soc Inc -  by purchase
f,4a' l land on The H' l r t 'er  -  WaIsh/Archer -  Tocal  launc{aLion
History Iona School  -  Hunter -  by purchase
Fani ly Bibfe 1856 & prayer Book 1896 -  Munday Estate
Jones & Walker Family Research -  Rudkin -  Cooks Hi l l
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TOCAT, FAMILY HISTORY FATR.22 APRIL 2OO]
vrslroRs qE!!3q - T9eA!_qaM!S TEA!

The inaugural  gather ing of  fami ly history groups and histor ical

societ ie;  at  i : ie ne1. i  T;caL vis i toLs centre was a resounding success'

WelI  belore ! -e screduled ope.1ing r ine eager jnteresEed part ies

arr ived quickly f i lL ing th is wonder. fuL venue'  buzzing with enelgy

and very niLl ing to buy our Li teratureL
our society giv6s special  thanks to Kay Tngle who upgraded her

former booklet  on Summer Hi l l  Church and Cemetery List ing at  very

short  not ice.  The launching by Piesialent Caneron 
' lur i i ' )g 

the
af le lnoon of  th is f ine publ icat ion c l imaxed a memorable day for aLl '

PATERSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY LITERATURE STALL
va1 Anderson Paul ine Clements Dulc ie Hart ley
Phi l l ip Leak

BOOK LAUNCH _ . ,SACRED HEART CHURCH ANd CEMETERY - SUMMER HILL,
PATERSON VALLEY" Kay lngle

Cdmeror Archea Kav -  ngle Fa i th Bani  sLer Edwaid Kealy
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PHOTO of Commercial  Bank Stables c1998 -  no\4 demol ished.


