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PATERSON COURT HOUSE MUSFUM IS OPEN SUNDAYS FROI'  1

MEETINGS: Paterson Histor ical  Society Inc meets the f i rst  Thutsday
of each month -  7.30pm at the paterson Court  l louse Museun
(Recess December and Januarv )

MEMBERSHIP FEES:
Annual Subscr ipt ion due February each vear
Family $5 Single 53 Student g1

JOHN TUCKE-.I I  PARK MUSE:U!.4 SIGN:
Bi l I  Anderson has real  ised a .Long considered suqqesLion to !he society
that large signs relat ing to our museum and i ts at t ract ions be placed on
the Corn Staddle and Hearse Shed in.ohn TLcker park,  an appeal  ing,
popular and l re l l  maintained counci l  park in the centre of  palerson-
Bi-LI  has placed ' r  posiEion one sio- 'n ! ime for !he Daterson Rotdry
Club Paddlelhon which is centred at  the park th is neekend and i t  looks
qreaL on. the Corn StdddIe.  A s i - : -dr  s ign lacin9 crdt f ic  coming tr !o
rhe rdun tha H-:rca cno. l  t r ' l  I  

^6 
h,rnd .6v- . . ,. . - . .  -  , .eeK.

Thanks also to President Cameron Alcher for  h is inter im repair  to lhe
Corn Staddle and to Bi l l  Keppie for  spiaying the museum gr;unds.

NEW HOME FOR THE PATERSON GEESE:

PATRONS :
MR M MORRIS OA
MR R HORNE MP
MR J PRfCE MP
MR A FAIRHALL

Park).  When the Johnsons relocated to East Mait lanal  the geese disappeared
whlch was disappoint ing as they were a tour ist  at t ract ion.  Soon af lerwards,
society meinber Pam Sivyer not iced them down on the r iver in f ront  of
hei  property,  the same f ive and thinking they could be hungry,  gave them
blead. They \rere back the next day, and the next and as was to be exoected,
Pam and Peter now col lect  day-oId bread from the T-orn Bakery and aie
carryrng on the tradl t iont  Nunbers have f luxuated but the fami ly is back
to the or ig inaL f ive including a thr iv ing gosl ing and spend their  days
between the Sivyer 's and ANNANDALE (1839) also onneal  by a societv member.

For many years cordon and Mari ;nne Johnson cof lected day-old blead fron
the Lorn Bakery and fed the geese at  the Lagoon (opposi te John Tucker

NEW BUSINESS AT PATERSON: MAITLAND MERCURY 20 August 1926-CYNTHIA HUNTER
Mrs McCloy announces by advert isement in th is issue
that she wi l l  open business on Tuesday next at  the
reside.1c- of  lvrs rndrevJ Keppie,  BROOK-lN HOUSE.
PATERSON, as a ladies and chi la l ien's hairalresser.
Face and scalp nassage, manicur ing,  and electraolysis
l r iL l  a lso be undertaken-

our cover photo,  taken at  the opening of  the museum, shows
Mr & Mrs Mi l ton Mot i is  (Mr MoiLis was thenNSW State Minister fo] .  Transpo.t
and Member for  Mait land),  Mr & Mrs John Hainley (Mr Hawley at  that
t rme l ras Pr:esident of  Dungog Shire Counci l ) -  In the background's Phs President Goroon Joha..-  ^ l - f  

r r .q n-6cida.t  
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inst lumental  in gaining art i facts and the sett ing-up of  the museum,
and js always avai lab- -  Lo give support .

I
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To celebrate our 25 years contribution to

conserving Australian Heritage at your museum
. ComPlimontAtu '13th^- 14th-November 1999
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25th A}NTIIERSARY CELBRATIONS.

Twenty-five years we have sunired, and the sceptics of the to\r,i said it worrd never
lastl l

The inaugural meeling ofthe Sociery was held oa 21st March, 1973, foilowing a public
Meeting convened by the Town's Milk Vendor of the timq N&. John NonhJtte e sma
numbe. ofinterested folk attended and voted to form a societ) to p.es€rve the hsto.y of
*" !1y1Uf t1,9 *lt€cdon and disptay ofphorogaphs depicring -paterson,s 

eady days.
T1r-e "Maitland Mercury" of 28th March reponed ttri formation of the Sociery, and its
office bearers.... and the new Soci€ty rl,as under way.

The name chosen for the new grcup \rr'as the paterson preservation Society . HoweveE rr
soon becam€ clear that certain local persons were expecting their buildingi to be preserved
and that idea had be dispelled quickly... so we became the paterson Histo.ical Soclery,
(at times this was changed to the Paterson Hysterical Society by some. but .r1-e outlived
&at)

At this time the.e was no place for the new Socieq to call home, but the patelson Court
Holrse was staiding idlq awaiting the next stage of development in its long history The
last couit case had been heard in the old building and the officiai closing date was 2nd
October. 1967, despite protests from the Paterson Progress Association.. The local
Police Office still occupied its room in the buitding. ard would now deal with rhe
registration ofBinhs, Deaths and Marri€es, and issue Driver,s Licences, but all other
court work would, in future, rake piace in Maidand_ The Coun House was also the
headquarters ofthe local Volunteer Bushfire Brigade.
Foltunately, the iiational'Iiust 'r-as ifterested in the Building, so there vyas no question of
demolition, but its futu.e use rras still iD quesdon. Tle Building had been given into the
Trusteeship oftie Duogog Shire Council, and it was for tlis body to decide its future use .
After maay suggestions being exarnined the newly fomed Society was allo*'ed the use of
the building ibr its meetings and orher actMties. At rhe meeting of27th July I97i the
President ofthe Dungog Shire officially handed over the key ofthe building



During the time since its formation the Society had be€n recei\,ing many photographs of
the Pate.son ololder days, and now it lr?s felt sufrcient had been re€eived to commence
pr€paring a photographic display. This display tog€ther v/ith other historic memorabilia
was cpened to the Pubiic on Sunday 4th August 1974.
Our PatrorL Mr. Miiton Moniq O.A.M., then the Minister for Transport in the State
Government, performed the Official Opening, and together with the President of the
Dungog Shire Council planted th€ two bottle brush trees in front ofthe building
Presideot Johl Hawiey, in his speecll p.edicted that ihe Museum would become a tounst
altraction in the towr! and his belief has been justified.

Orce the Museum was opened maly more it€ms were given by generous pmplg and
gradually the scope ofthe dispiays wideled- No[e ofou. mernbe$ had any previous skills
in this t'?e of work, so it was a.ll kept !.ery simply. Our membership r€rnained small, and
it was a very few membels who kept the Mus€utn open each Sunday for the first ten years.
Over the years new members have_joined the Sociay and have been gene.ous with their
skills, thus allowing our exhibits to be upgraded and exhibited in a much mo.e
professional mamer.

Over the past years we har,'e been successfi.rl in our applications for gaants iom vaflous
Govemment Departrnents. The first big p.oject undertaken y/ith gant money was the
.epair to the outside ofthe building when atteotiot was given to the sandstone walls, the
ventilation of the building \ras resto.ed to its original condirion and the whole ofthe
outside ofthe building painted in attraaive heritage colours. Soon afterwards we were
abie to flood light the building, *-hich gave Pate.son an outstarding attraction to the
visitor entering the town by day or nighl
Other grants have enabled the latest styles in glass cabinets to be purchased to house
exhibits, and these have beer lit by neon tubiog.. , the entire electdcal wiring ofthe
building has been updated and improvei, and many other smaller repairs and
improvemetts made.
Probably the biggest and inal work we need to und€rtake now is the repair and paintirg of
the interior oftle building. The money for this p.oject has been received and work will
SOOn COIrUnenCe.On the firsr stages ofthe project

Over aecent years our saie of bookl written mostiy oy_ our own membets, has proved
very popular, and our book sales departmerf shows quite a hea.ithy profit each year.
Many ofthe district's first settler's lile stodes have been written about showing the
struggles of the new-comers and their families, briaging new understanding to the early
life ofthe distiict. New books are being made ready for printing in the coming
months.and will continue this trend. The sale ofteatorvels depictiag the hisoric buildings
of the town also has also proved succ€ssful.

As we celebrate this amiversaiy, it is most satisfying to all me.nbers who v-ork so hard to
keep or.r Museum open, that our efforts hat'e not been in vain. The Society has given
Paterson a tourist att.action that is now known far and wide as well as saving the
heritage of our country for coming geterations. Each lourist atttaction brings ptospenty
to the towr! ad it ls a good feeiing to knorr', as this old century draws to a close and a
new one dawns, &at we are helping to keep Paterson as well lnown today, zls 1t was lI1
the ea.ly days ofits history..

Paulirc Clements
Hon Secaetary
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RESTORED HAY RAKE _ TOCAL
!q6 F6\.r^.^< Frmi r \  

^r  DUNTNALD has been
restored and ls on dispfay in the Blacket Barn.  Bob Dunn, f rom the
Homestead drd col lege sLLrdenEs had greaL preasure restor ing Lhe rake

: r6. . \ .v F: fha_ r  j - .e-  
hardwooo l ras used

Ft-a eh:.rs Fr. l  t - \a \ i>.ksr i tL,s fa 'd6 
^f  t f ,e Homeslead

Blac\s-  f ! rc Sh^n l . rR?4'c\  w-c Isad l - \  -^\a rnd ran- tce !he hooks and
rJ- ln i rq bars.  AparL f rom a l r t t le strd g_l 'er :n9-up, Lhe _ake was inc.ct
when donated. Member ceof Keppie and his dad, Bi l l  seem to th ink i t
could be the same rake Bi l l  useal  when he worked for about twefve months
on DUNINALD in ear l ier  days. Geof has lecolLect ions of  h is t ime there
as a young bloke, Bi l f  s i t t ing him on a B25 InternaLional  t ractor: ,cdof about

.^r  F^, ! -h in^ +.o noAFlc :h.{  cra6r ind r .o

-  
vL o!s,

t lactor whi le Bi f l  threw hay to the catt le f ron a dray being pul led
at the back.
PHOTO: Geof Keppie,  h is wi fe Col leen and chi ldren with the restored

rake in tne Blacket Barn.  lOCAL

TORRYBURN OPEN GARDEN WEEKEND - 23_24 october 1999
The socieLy acceoted an inviLa! io.  !o stoge an exhibi t  cover_ng Lhe
earfy history of  TORRYBURN, the Mackel lar 's t ime there f rom 1897 to
f90t ( f i rst  year leased),  and Dorothea Mackeffar 's associat ion and
her inspirat ion to wr i te MY COUNTRY. The weather \4as not at  a l f  k ind
over the lvTo alays (even so wel l  over 500 came to v is i t ! ) .  The owners,
Jenny and Rob Ferguson rnere very pLeased with or. t r  d isplay and have
.nviLed us back nexr year Lo be whar t^ey lerm 'an esserr 'd l  compo.enL

of the estater.  The histor ical  background bras of  great interest  and
,. ,o. . j ,  ,  _r-ent prooerty,  Lhe gardens - lo l r  oeing a -eoture

of the AustraLian Open cardens Scheme. Our iaf f le created much interest-
a Lr iotych of  pe'1 sketches, the cenLre Iarger of  th-  three showing
TORRYBURN HOMESTEAD as i t  \ ras when the MackeLfar:s would have been in
residecc-;  Lo che le ' t ,  a oLuewren ' ron a l isrrno of  b i r . ts
r ish a ' ld reoLi .Les recorded by Dorothea in her COtaMoNpi lCi  eOOr a"t .a
lB9o d1d," , ' r iLter dur ing her s la)s o.1 t 'he est- te,  ano ro Lhe r ig, l ! .  d I ine

" . . l . t  r rchi  tc Ja.r .  !h6 -roo,1Fs.. .  r ras
represented by Dendrobium amufum, an Austral ian nat ive orchid which
grows in abundance on the local  i ronbark t rees.
Our group recent ly had the pleasure of  v is i t ing ALBION FARM and LORN
HOUSE, histor ic homes set in fovely gardens, also part ic ipants in AOGS.
Sorne of  our members are c losefy associated $r i th the TOCAL HOMESTEAD
VALI,EY GARDEN which is a1lrays a del ight  and open to the publ ic on Open
Days at  the Homestead.



First car in
Patersot,
took on, a life
of its ou)tt,

WHEN tha Patcrson Court
House Museumwas established
in 19?4, Paterson residents
were genercus wilh donations of
photos, ariefacls and
rnclnorabilia r.fl ecting the
torvD's listory, knowing their
oftel1 treasurcd possessions
would beheld in sale ke€pins for
li'i,ure geDerations-

One such donal,ion, amons
Dany items,was a car nunbor
plaie from StaD Fry, a
desceDdanI ofHerbert Iry who
!'as so nctive in the early
.oaching, pre-raihvay days of

Wittr thc sudden passins of
Sl,an went vital background
d etails of number plate 'NSW -
r0-343'.

A recent opportunity to copy
photos from the Fry Estate was
Inade available by Scan's
4aughier, Ba rbara Fraser of
Cardnress',Vacy. What a

clTY wLDL -  TFIE wA! ! ' , lq wfRf:  socieLy me_lb^rs conc-rbuLe requ'ar ly lo

With Jenny Hawke

I Herberl Fry's wile, Edith, and his daughter, Dofis, standing bes de lhe lg24 DodgeToufer ai'Glen Ayr', the Fry
lamilv home. at Palelson. Pholo couriesv ol Barbara Fraser ol'Cardiness , Vacy.

idethursda MAITLAND MERCURY 5 August 1999

pleasart surprise il, was to find
:r phol,o ofr 1924 Dodse Tourea
(marked on the bach,'l'atersonh
first car') with a nunber plate
'NSW-10-343',!

Harry Crouch of Jesmond,
who vas born al l'atcrson,
rencmbers lhe Dods€ well.

As a youns fellow, ha and his
good mate Harry"Shortie"
Godwin, bought the Dodse in
1940 forXlSwhen itwas traded-
in by Herbert Fry at Crouch's

During tLe boys'army dayg
wheD they were stationed at
Lares Army Cnmp, the Dodse
served the camp conmunity,
collecting locals from Maitland
railway station, dances,
pleasure outings and generat

Inrally, amund 1950, bhe Godwin, Halry's father,Hcrb
Dodge was cut in half and the Rurgess, Joe HoreoD, Dick
notor used to drive asaw beDch Mariinand Huglie and Jack
at Hary Godwin's piace,'Eclah' Shields.

tmnsport for their matcs ... "10
bob to IIire 'Supply Own
Petrol"l

In 1946, th€ Dodge was
'modified' and used on Dill
Keppie's place,'Glenlossie' (on
the outskirts of Patarson), l,o
collect andca yfirewood ftom
around the property. (On many
occasions the backwheel was
jocked'up and connected to
Keppieis cement ni-rcrl).

(now part olTocal) to cut
firewood.

UauyGodwin and his father
were timber cutters, pulling
timber from the bushwith their
bull$ck tean.Ther€ werc fivc
bullock teams in the Paterson
district arouDd that tirne; Mac

generated from
Jenny Hawke) -
ser les 1n our

On display at the I'aterson
Museum is a pi€ce ofthe last
ti:Dber load iai<cn out of Dun's
Creahby ihe Godwin ieam.

VALANDERSON
Paterson Historicsl

SocietY

THE MAITLAND MERCURY and the interest
r  eadeLs l_ds boFn " l ronderful  ' ,  (  to quote
' these art ic les wi l l  form an occasional


