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PATERSON COURT HOUSE MUSEUM IS OPEN SUNDAYS FROM lPM

MEEIINGS: DaLerson HisLor ical  Societv I  1c neets lhe f  i r :sL Thursday
of each month -  7.30pm at the Paterson Court  House Museun
(Recess December and Januaty )

MEMBERSI]IP FEES:
a*t  c, ,h.^. i^r i^h

FamiLy 95 single 53 student $l

PROGRAM:
OCT 7 ygE!_I_N.q: BUSINESS MEETING - 25th Anniver.sary proqran

9 !QBII-re__B-E_E - A1l lrelcome
\OV a CHRISTI4AS GqTPERINC - Light retreshr0ents suppl ied

by soc i  ety
]3-14 25th ANNIVERSARY MUSEUM OPEN DAYS

RECESS: DECEMBER 1999 -  JANUARY 2000

Fi lB 4 MEET-LNG: AGM - PIannirg tor  Ehe ye6r 2OOO
MAR 3 MEETfNG: Guest SpeaKeT - MAUREEN KINGSToN

HisLor ic 'Lanyon'-  Canbe r  ra LegaL pol icy
26 I IERITAGE I, iALK

APRIL 7 MEETING: HERITAGE ADDRESS - DULCIE HARTLEY
.r H gouEEion - iii lllii.z-v ' l,and cranree

TOCAL FIELD DAYS: May 4 5 6
SOCIETY LITERATURE SALES STALL - MEMBERS FOR ROSTER

MA! s Meem

MUSEUM ACCiSSIONS:
Fabr ic Maps x 2 -  Cheryl  White -  Paterson
Bialner Book of  Facts and Memories -  Kei th Rudkin -  Newcast le
Dealh Tn The Hunter ( Inquests and Names) by purchase
BDM Palerson Houghton Middlethorpe - Brian l, talsh - Mari ins Creek
Dol ly Pegs -  Bi l l  Anderson -  Mart ins Creek
Palerson Orange Leaf lets -  Margaret  Dent -  Gresford
Linen Bag -  Mabs & Bi f l  Keppie -  Mart ins Cteek
Land Grants -  1788,/1809 -  Rex Meehan -  East Mait land
Granophone Record Carrying Box - Harry Wright - Rail  t4otor Socrety
Ear ly Road System Map -  Alan Dunlop -  paterson
Rubber Stamp -  Joan Pr iest ly -  Paterson
Book -  Her iot t 's  Choice -  Mabs & Bi l l  Keppie -  Mart ins Creek
FamiLy Photo -  Cl ive Corbett  -  Crystal  Creek

WHEN IS !, iT].D DUCK COOKED AND READY FOR EATING?
Harry Boyle reckons ff in in tne por _rs
tender -  GrahameTanner,  manager of  p ickei ing Estate disagrees.. .
i t 's  when the 2" stone thrown in is tendea!



TIIE C}iANGING FACE OF TI]E PATERSON VATLEY.

For mo.e than 170 years the Paterson ideal has remained uochanged The small
Govemrnent township was established in 183i, with private iarld becomirg ar€ilable for
saie in the 1840's, the size and shape ofthe township was set, and has renained soto tlte
Present day.
Outlying land was made available for sale over succeeding years as the origillal land grants
were broken into smaller allottments. The small areas eventually became ideal dairy farms
for men men and their families. The popularity oftre nel,ly established dairy indLrstrl
brought prosperiry- to the dislrict, and indeed to the whole ofthe Hurler Valle]'.

How€!€r, succeeding years have seen many changes occur and these have meant the end
ofthe days ofthe smali dairy farm Today we see very few dairy farms and those stili
existing are a great deai larger than those ir da1's past.
This ieaves many acres oflard in the dist.ict oflittle use for any productive venture The
days ofraising a few fat cattle on a small acr€age have also gore, and so the small
properties are left idle. Is it any wonder theq that the o],nels ofthese properties are
interested in selling their land and investing that money to provide a more luc€.ative
incolne.

Forseeing this change in land use, the iocal Council has produced an antrnendment to the
Local Eavi.oment Plan of 1990 - the Paterson Closer Rural Settlement Strates/ - which
wili aliow for the sub-division ofthis unpfoductive agdcuitural land.It is not something
whicl is going to happen in the imrnediate future, but in time, when all necessaly
inia-structure has been p.ope.ly planned and put in place.

Meetings have been called to allow local residents to discuss the new plarmirg but there
ha.s been strong opposition to the idea... many fearful that latrd sub-division will meaa the
end to the area as we know it. However, with careful attention to the areas alloted to
be built on - considering drainage, soil run-o{ bush destruction etc- there should be no
reason why more people carnot come to the area to enjoy the iife-stvle we now hale
N{any people have already built their homes on what was once agicultural land, and a.e
enjoying the ruml life-style, so !i'hy not allow others the same privilege

The face ofthe district has been chaaging since seftlement ofthe a.ea begarq and while

ever people want to come to this district to live, changes will continue to take place

Small clusters ofhomes pfopletly plarmed and provided with all ammenities can surely be

built in patts ofthe district whete there will be no interference with the overall faceofthe

area.

The irmediate iook ofthe to$tship ofPaterson carr never be changed, nestied as it is

between two ptotecting hills and the bend in the iver' We shall alt/ays have the
distiactive historic lillage that is Paterson, even ifthe few avaiiable blocks ofland are built

upon No one would want to see every tlee cut do\4! to be replaced by houses' but with

judicious planniry sulely ow wonderful district can be opened to newcome$ withoul

destroying Ihe scenery and life-sryle they wanl to come atrd mjoy

Pauline Clements.

RAHSCULTURALGRANT:
Th. =; l . ty h"t  been successfuL in being al locateal  $300 towar ' ls  a
monograph publ icat ion,  "James PhrI l ips -  Bona-Yis lar ' '  the 19.9? Heri tage
Address hr i tLen d'1d presenEed by Shir ley Threl  lo-  rn Apr l l '  ' lnrs ,ear '
g js, ioT 

""= 
made avai fabLe by the Nsw Minis+-rv for  lhe Ai ts for

ois i . r ib.-r t ion by t .e Roydl  quicral i i : '  n 's.or jcal  societv '  our socieLv
is rost  aporecidt ive of  rh is supporc.
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IIAVE YOU VISITED SANDGATE CEMETERY LATELY?

Society member Cynthia Hunter has, for the last few yeais, been a member of the Trust
that marages Newcastle's Sandgate Cemetery u hich is rhe largest cemeteryjn NSW oDtside the
Sydney r;etropolitan area. Many people assume fiat Newcastle Cjty Council admirfsters
s;ndg;te but ihis is not so. Sairalatti is a crown Land cemetery under the control of the
Depaiiment of Land and Water Coniervation and *Ie day-to-day administration is now in the
hands of a communrt] based Trust. This arrangement was put into place in 1987. P.ior to that
time, and for the 10d years previous, the cemetery was managed by eleven separate 

-rcligious
Trusis, all working relatively independently untiL about 1980 when the then catholic Trust
agreed to take on -*te ou"rall tt anigement. As noted, this arangement was replaced by a
st-anda.d Lands Depatunent reserve Tmst in 1987. The first di€ctive given the new Trust was
to commission a Management Plan to cover all aspects of running Sandgate.

The cemetery's needs came under a few mail headings There was a need to upgrade
facilities, such as roids, pathways. shelters and toilels. Visually' the cemetery needed to have
a friendly and welcoming app.atance. The 60-acre site needed to be fenced' with gale! a! the
three main entry poilts.- Bbundary and intemal planting, intemal turfed pathways and. signs
were needed. -Tire 'underground-water table' needed nanagement' especially since the in-
ground drainage system hid been seriously damaged in rhe l98a eanhquake The futule
isefi.rlness of S'andlate as a place ofinterment needed to be determined. especialy with regard
to the contemporary needs of a community of diverse cultural backgrounds.

The Management Plai was prepared by Suters Architects of Newcastle and aier
completion and ptiblic exhibition, wai given Ministerial approval.- Tlrc next task was to begin
to iinpiement tlie Plan. In late 1995, the Trust was successful in securing- a DEETYA
(Depirtment of Employment, Education, Training qnd Youth. Affairs) grant for labour-oriented
wori<s to be carried^oui over an lS-month period. EJE (Architects) Landscaping was appointed
ro.upervise f|e DTETYA works and prioriry ua' given ro the facil[ ies and lhe 'visua]'
components of the work. considered neiessar; at fie ienetery' ManagemenL of lhe granl and
u ori '  u a. carried out b) Ihe Wallsend Training ard Developmenr Cenre

Since the completion of the DEETYA work, the Trust has appoinled a firll-time
cemetery manager, nii SarOy, who has, among other duties, continued to implemeft the
Management PIan as resources come available Some of these resources have been
succeisfully negotiated govemment initiated work-experience schemes and have enabled some
particularly important initiatives to be undertaken at Sandgate

One of these has been the Habitat Rehabilitation of the Railway Spur Precinct'
undertaken under the 'Green Corps' (Young Australian for the Environment) Proeram On the-
southem boundary of Sandgate, between the cemetery and th9 rai.lway, is a remanent of
wef-land that had long been -a wild, unmanaged wasteland. After six months of the Green
Corps progam, this Lea is now a deiightful, accessible environment enhanced by a wal'King
trail, 

-ittr 
ireas ana facilities io sit and e;joy inleresting vegetation and wedand scenery' When

clearing this precinct, a few rare plant weie idemified that could almost be called 'hedtage'
species.

.i;i1.."'-."--'



Another important progmm was the constucion of a heritage walking trail through drc
original se.tiods of the cemetery. This was achieved through a 'Work for the Dole' project.
Groups of young people tackled this initiative with great enthusiasm and their achievements
individually and working in a team are higbly commendable. They were introduced to history,
heritage, botany and plant culture, monumental masonry, restoration techniques, and the
making and erection of signs.

During 1998, the manager, Bill Saxby, has overseen the establishment of a lawn
cemetery at Sandgate, as well as the consfuction of a structure compdsed of above-ground
crypts and chapel to serve the needs ofNewcastle's significant ethnic conmunity. Bill has aiso
negotiated the erection in eaAy 1999, of a special monument to rernember the over-4000
neonatal burials at Saldgate for which no marked grave or memorial exists. Another special
project is to honour the hundreds ofcitizens remembered on graves in the cametery who fought
in, or who were killed in, the wars of the 20th century. These initiatives are underway, and are
achievements in addiiion to the general day-to-day running of Newcastle's largest cemetery.
They are all part of a program the object of which is to make Sandgate a welcoming and
interestirg place where visitors can remember, and discover, the contribution of the district's
fomer residents ir pleasant surroundings that reflect activity and care. Visitors are cefiaidy
retuming to Sandgate, a situation easily confirmed by the colourful landscape of well-tended
graves and bright flowers. Recent Walking Tours of Satdgate arranged rhtough the WEA have
been popular and well-anended. The Trusi has also set up a 'Friends of Sandgate' organisation
to enable members of the community to contdbute to the cemetery's future management. For

cynthia Hunl:erfurther information, please contact Cynthia Hunter, or the Cemetery.

2OOO HER]TAGE I , IALK:
Once again,  President Cameron wi l l  Lead our Annual  Her i tage Walk
around Paterson. The date has been set at  26 March 2000-

25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS:
@.November
as VISITORS OPEN DAYS at l :he Muser.rm to

13 & f4 have been decided upon
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6Frr :+a 

^,rr  
,  q \ :a i r r  c
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^^. .6r \ r ihd 
har i  l :da

THE RETURN OF THUNDERBOLT:
w.LLh I i rearrns snoking, ruch noise and greaL rr . ivoI iLy,  Thuroerbo]!
, r l ; rc nr6d hie l i , lch.rn- in-  drn^,  rof i r rno. l  r^ T^^- l  i i '  r ihd

H6ri  +:d6 F:16 <r.  i l  I  c  
^non 

nr. ,

A quest ionnaire r , ras distr jbuted for comment asking what v is i to is

-^nci , - r6,6,J 
r^ F.6 hidl- . r ;^hFc ^. rd).  rn. j  ! !os l r rL easy.

Could i t  have been-- .  Bob Dunns seeder restorat ion housed in the
Blackett  Barn. . .  the beaut i fuf  new cedar garden seats-.-  the enthusiasm
^F 

Fr i -  H^l l i7 l r \ /  +ha h6u, <i .n< h:dhr l i^ :n+ f id 
' rcac

the deLic ious scones cooked in the l lomestead ki tchen by our own Mabs
:h/ l  L:+h\/  +no F,oa,rr  i  l '  I  I  \  L6^ \ / : l  l6\ /  e:  r . - lon )

I  th ink noE! To us i r  wds the del ig l ! fu1 expectat io ' ls  of  Ehe yoLngsLers

^^mi 
n- |  d>, ac l - ,a^: , 'c6 rho!? t . /^ , r l . l  h6 qaoi  nd

!!_qMBEQ.!! ! ! I
(Rumour has i t  that  Thunderbol t  ! . ras def in i teLy seen at

p^F,\ ,n I  c ch^n ,  h6 6! 'on in-  l ioF^.6 Fha _"_ _ __, -- , rn9
the Mercury I  I t 's  t ruel  )

-Lt  \nas d wondertul  day Caraeron, we' l l  Just  ' rave !o qe!.  t \e ! ' 'edt l 'er
on side next year.

LOCAL MUSEUMS GO GLOBAL ON THE WORT,DW]DE WEB:
In the last  fe\ , /  weeks thir teen of  the Hunter 's museuns went l ive on
the lnternet as part  oI  the AusEral ian vuseuns or L '1e (A]YOL) projecL.
Listed under the banner of  Hunter Chapter of  Museuros Austraf ia (NS! l ) ,
r . ic i '^rc - . r  a,- i - r . -v FiF- l i -+ i i_6d i . - . r - . t iOn abouL each

museum incl \ ra l ing locat ion,  opening hours and contact  detai ls.  In
addic ion images of  t_e ruseums and Eheir  col-ect ions are readi ly
F..-ceFd wa h:r-o r_ raFr. l I  h: i r  r r . r  a-er. : r \ .  r -a-  q. . ' tL AusLral ia:
' r ' .6 c i+^ ic r \ . i l r^  /  / )n^1 

^rn 
.11/nd\. l -^-r ld/

huntera chaDter,/
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i4ar,  and Ma-r ice Dun.Lop, socter/  execuLives, HeLe-)  Dunloo and
a;u;h-er @ who-Erove rrom MLngindi ,  near FE OueensGno
borCer,wi th a coach foad of  fe l low teachers for  the evening.

'CURTEISE FARMI BONFIRE AND CRACKER NIGHT CELEBRATION:
More thd J00 Darersor f - 'ends and I  e ighbours a! . te, lded a huge bon- i re
and crEc<e. niont 

^r  
A1:n rn. l  r iF lar  D 

'h ^^ '< 
\7/-v ' . , , r ,o ic6

Farm". The evening on May 29, was to ceLebrate Oueen Victor ia 's
b-rEhda) r \4av 24\ and t .e wedding ann.Lversary of  Aldr 's  greaL-grand
parents,  John Guy Jnrand May Vi tneLl  l rho nere marr ied on May 27
-899, A1" '  's  parenrs,  [4ary and r4aur-ce Dun-op, rad r-e aooea p_easure
o'  Lhe co-pdrv or Mar/ 's coLrstns,  wno came iron sydr ev for  Lhe evening.
Alan bought "Curteise Farm" ear l ier  th is yeal ]  f rom the estate of
Dr Mccir i .  A neff-known Vacy distr ict  dai iy farm "Curteise Farm" had
been owned by Dr Mccir : r  f rom 1954.
Alan has had long t ies \ r i th the Paterson distr ict ,  h is mother 's fami ly
being descendanls of  Wooger Vi tnel l ,  vrho v. 'as a pol ice consi :abLe at
Palerson in 1833. The main bonf i re,  compris ing t imber and deaal  t ] ]ee

. . - -  . -JPerE!,  \ tas roppeo \^ '__n a SpaCe-a9- CUy
Eawkes whi le two f i res nearby lnere just  as spectacular.
Near per. fect  weather and a inonderful  pytotechnics f inale concluded a
memorable and much appreciated evening.

(The funeral  of  John cuy Snr 's \ r i fe,  Mary,  conducted by Fry
Brothers Funeral  Directors in 1913 is featuted in Cvnthia
Hunter 's book, "BOURKE STREET - MATTLAND" p23)

GUEST SPEAKERS:
For a number of  \ears ro^ Pr i l ip Leak, our secL' ic\  of f 'cer,  has caken
LS to woldertul  dest : rdr 'ors on our Juiy n^et:rg r '9_rs.  This )ear,
once aoain Pht l  shoked n s ta lenls capr ivat  ng us w-t1 h:s bedLrr i 'u l
s l ides of  Norfolk Is land.
VaL Anderson had us overwhelmed, as she and husband BiLL wer:e,  wi th
their  t r ip to China and lhe Great Walf  c1imb.
The conservat ion of  the Manchester Uni ty Lodge Banner was to Paterson
what the restorat ion of  the American Nat ional  FLag \ . r i11 be to the
U, i ! .ed S-a-es of  Americd,  Vd- gave detai ls ot  Lhis Lhree-sLor)  l igh
AmFri . : r  i .^^:nd 

^T 
f .6 nr ' \ ' : ra v i6" i .^  r r '^  +^ rha

Smithsonian Tnst i tute pr ior  to a muft i -mi111on dol1ar restorat ion
Program.
MORNING OUTTNG:
In he;- toEE-E thanks to our hosts,  Treasurer Shir lev made us reaf ise
once again how fortunate i t  is  that  there are those ; t i l l  commit ted
to the conserval ion of  h isLor ic homes. I t  is  obvious that the cost
of  restorat ion and naintenance of  Bol \aTarra House and Lorn House vis i ted
social ly by membe]:s recent ly nould be of  enormous consideral ion vet
boLh pro-ects have now been compleLed and we can only "pplauo rhe
owners dedicat ion and at tenl ion to detai l -
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airr  Ronnia e+:h. , l i rd

beside the nev/
FEEEiEoi c6IiE Ilouse
Museum s iqn -  Feb 1999

B]LL KEPPIE.S RECO],] ,  ECT I  ONS :  VAL ANDERSON
ff i  in 196? for coLrt  procedures and
in 1974 as a museum with Paterson Histor ical  Society Inc as
qoverninq bodv.
Earl ier  Lhis year t ' re v,elcomirg s ig ls a- each end of  -he Lolrn,  donated
and erected by the society in 1990 were cLeaned, refur.bished and the

-ower s igns reo-aced. Colours chose. at  r l  e t i -e were colonial ,  pre
1850s, dnd the -o9o, 'F i rst  Land Cranrs -  1821" \^as fe l t  Lo be apDropr; . te
by the society.
Mr/6 -F^art l  . .  fha. ' i^ i . .1 - imh-r. idr  ^-  rh-  T s6r 'm entrance ldas
- -n-.^6d wi-h _ r^ i6rr  q inr  -d .4r- ta-Fr -  - -6 .^t- , , r .  used on Lhe
hr '_d.n.  w.- .  i r  u^.  n>i . l - - .  in loot  r r  ^ . i .  - .1 lP6n5 colours,
R l l  ko^ni6 c^- ar\ /  I  iFo n6nLar hr. l  .o lno^ 

^r i - in: l  
c idr

" l -dr  r -o nr^ r-h !+ l lc  4. t r ' .  ^-  -  land wj Er ics

replacement 25 years 1ater.
' ' -1 was Lne IaLe SEan Pr iesr ley 's srJggestron tha! l re JSe a plough belo! '
the s ign,"  Bi f f  said." I  had a smaLlcne at the far.m anal  i t  looked
r i .nr  - f
Ri l ]  lo l  n l^, '^^ L,^, ' lA 

^F 
+hA La^^i6

a-mi lJ Ln^ n6nr rr : i lac rn. l  l i !1<inacc na^^ 6 in +ho 
^a\al^nin.wairc 

^F 
p^1-arc^n Ri l l  h>/ i  

' ,ca. l  
rh6 nl^,rdh 

^h 
hic nr^nar l

(on the outskir ts of  Pateison) as did his father Walter and gr.andfather,
WiLLiam- Peler and Wil l iam Snr Keppie,  v, /ho came to Paterson around
lolO "-r  -crr l l :arc r-  -h6 Frr .6r  Pi \ ' - -  A-- i^r .  l - . . r : -  Shows 1n 1844
and l845 for BestScuff ler  and Best Plough. Bi l l 's  grandfathei ,  Wif l iam,
lron a medal l ion in 1874 for BesL P.Loug1. The former entry area used
by magisLraLes before enLer i_9 crramoers ac rne coLrt  house (now an
annex to Dungog Shire Counci l  T- ibrary),  has a f ine coLlect ion of  rural
Temordbi : ia on .Loan from Lhe Keopie rami l \ .  l r  inclLdes tarming cools
used by these ear ly pioneers -

The society has appl ied to exhibi t  at  next  year 's Tocal  Field Days.
As ! .h is occasior is :n our 25th anniveasary year we .eel  j  t  approprraLe
that h 'e contr ibute and hope to stage a waft  d isplay anal  sel l
l i terature relat ive to the Paterson dls l r ic t .  The f inancial  r .eturns
from past years has been very rewarding for our snal l  society
and the histor ic Paterson displays great ly appreciated by the
general  publ ic in at tendance,



Another Sesquicentenary: G A Middleton,
first chaplain to New Castle
Th€ Angltcan Dloccsc ot Ncwcastre recef, y cclcbratcd the Sesqutcentenary ol tts foundatlon. Thcrc ts also anothcr Scaqulcentcnary whtch falls on 15 Msy thls
year: th. dcath olthc clergymatr appotntedto thesesc !s ihe llrst coloDlol chsplslnto thc convlctscitlemcntofNewcqstlc: the Revd GcorgeAugustusMlddlcton.

r;;,,i i;; i i l i". u. .i i i ir
wi*""Ju". wh-o werc'beAlnning to anlve tr lntheaomp.nyollobDitrvcs,hc ir,," rliit," r'"ii""i":,1"""J"tr". thesokltcrs Pool theoldcaol,

nii"' ,-n,'g cuntact wrth {';;l: 'lyllf* 6nr 1e carrv and its compinronsrud a g'""t L'li iii
somcotMt.ldlelon.sdescendan(s. .y---, 

-.-{llcton 
conrplalne

i;;;;;H"i;;f;i#i;;i uLuur .o',srrcuon wori rrr"g oDe won{tds how.hc rd! ilt::r i;;a;; l;;i; ;;..ii;; t;;;.;
,n '  J, , r tn!  the SalrL i  rhc, leclrnFUrr l , rAlrorrglnalpot.  h l"  larnr,  wcs: r .noM.d hur, .  or lPlnal  chr ls l  

'hur,h

:;i";;i;:' i;i,:,',,,"'",;,,'
i];;i.ir;ii;;i;;i,;i i;.;;; .f,eD hrs church ar,Iosr ferr tew rctt rn urc r-ower rrtnter' iii""i.a rtn..'.u...rc'ip..
htorma0on etc, down aroun.l htn, (he stecplc ac Mkldleton rernartlcd ln ,'vcr- Havho been a teacher ln Lon, 

dDd the eccleslastlcal vcst(e
- 

"a"",." 
i" an enlona. trc tuJlly Ltorng so. ina ne tlaa to pool. Nswh la24 lttsntst*rt", 6"j,i',i ili.l ii,

"  ; ; ; ; ; ;  s i j ; i ; , i  i .x ; i ; ,  c. -  i . ' , ru. ' , . " ' . r ' rpr , ' rhrD.,rrr 'ks;rrrhrrw, 'srrrrrnrr ,sra;r- i i i . " : i lJ i i ; - ; : r ; " '
r , , ,a". . .  sr i i i  i , , i - , i . i , i i l . l i , .  lnrotur, ty, tr  t l ,hcrs .sowl ' , r  hu,,r  l ' r ,n a \o,r  alrr  Lrrr 'Lr s4o, '  . roundla32.burl  Ltc" l i "rs. is , .
; ; ; ; i ; i " ; i l ' ;JMl; . ; r i ; ; ; ;s,h. , ' . r ' r f ldN,.r \?rhryrf l ' .ar . , r r"rucrrsrr ,ss""o, , . rb,rdewJs ver.  roown obour (hrs.Herr i r .o i2 i r r rL ' rnch
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