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PATERSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY ]NC EXECUTIVE 1999
AFF]LIATED 

' , [ ITH 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC

AFFTLIATED I41TH MUSEUMS AUSTRALIA fNC
PRESIDENT: CAMERON ARCHER PATRONS:
SECRETARY: PAULINE CLEMENTS MR M MORR]S OA

I3Ery: SHIRLEY THRELFO MR R HORNE MP

Y.I!! I3!!]!!I]]: MAURICE DUNLOP MR J PRICF MP
ASS SECRETARY: PAM SfVYER MR A FAIRHAT,L
;ounxerl-eai l i rxE cLEMENTS - vAL ANDERSoN MR L KIDD
MUSEUM CURATORS: VAL ANDERSON - BILL KEPPTE MR G SEMKEN
PROJECT COORDINATOR: BILT, ANDERSON
RECORDER: MABS KEPPIE
SURVEILLANCE OFFICER: PH]LIP LEAK
PUBLIC OFFICER: CAMERON ARCHER
RESEARCH OFFICERS: P CLEMENTS S THRELFO M KEPPIE B KEPPIE V ANDERSON
PATERSON COURT HOUSE MUSEUM IS OPEN SUNDAYS FROM fpm

i4FFTTNGS: PaLerson HisEorical  Societv -"c meets the f .  rsE ' l .u_sday
of each month -  7.30pm at the Paterson Court  House Museum
( Recess December and Januaiy)

MEMBERSH]P FEES:
A.n'1r l  c, ,Lc^. inr i^n At 'a F6l-r f l , : r r  6:-h \ /^ : r

Fani ly $5 slngle $3 student $1

MUSEUM ROSTER:
23 May C ARCHER I Aug M M DUNLOP
30 " S THRELFO P SIVYER 8 " B V ANDERSON

15 " C ARCHER
6 June B M KEPPTE 22 "  S THRELFO P SMER

13 " P CLEMENTS P LEAK 29 ' '  B M KEPPTE
2A " M M DUNLOP
2,7 ' ,  B V ANDERSON 5 SepTPCLEMENTSPLEAK

L2 '  M M DUNLOP
4 JuLy C ARCHER 19 " B V ANDERSON

]f , '  S THRELFO P S]VYER 26 " C ARCHER
18 " B M KEPPIE
25 " P CLEMENTS P LEAK

WAR EFFORT KNITTING: NEWCASTLE REGIONAL MUSEUM
Between 1914-16 the NeldcastLe Reai Cross and i ls  23 branches and
sewing circ les provided 4,731 pairs of  socks for soldier.s at  the f ront,
d-o1q with oLher i tems inc_Ld'ng ^andkercr ieTs. vur iL ing pads
and Christmas cakes.

LES DARCY MEMORTAI,  FUND: HARRY BOYLE (ph 49305130)
TWO CURRENT FUND RAISING PROJECTS ARE BETNG 

'^JELL 
RECEIVED.

BADCE: C Sl5 deoicts Les Darcy standing on an anvl l  wiLh 40 gold sLars
across the badge top ( the number of  f ights v, ,on)

STATUE: 100 only avai fable -  INVESTMENT & COLLECTORS ITEM

St James Church - MARTINS CREEK:
I -^r  l1\a^.c c^- iArr7 m6mFr6rc Ri  l l  :nr l  Mrl- \c L6^^i^ h: i '6 .a lnad m:ir , : in

the Angl ican Church of  St  James ( f928) at  Mart ins Creek, a smal l
v i l lage about 7k1ms from Paterson. Wh. iLe Bi I l  mq1ared and t id ied the
church grounds Mabs would be inside tending to dul ies and always
supply ing f loners for  services.  When BiLl 's  hands and knees slo\{ed
him dol tn a fe l r  years ago, Mabs assumed both dul ies.  Bi l l  and Mabs
re! i  red aL Easrer.  To !hem,congraLulat ions Ior  vears of  such
ded cdr ion and !"e pleasure Lhey gave Lo lhose passing by-



1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND MUSEUMS ANNUAL CONVENTION HOSTED BY

PATERSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY _ 6 MARCH

Our society can roud of of the Convent ion

held in our town's School of Arts Hal l ear l ier  th is

The pLeasrrre we had organis ing the event was as lerdarding as the
compl ime;taray remarks which fol lowed (  just  ho! , ,  many iced tea buns should
we order for  morning tea was alebated on more than one occassionl  )  -

I t  is  very easy lo move papel  and numbers around at  meet ings,  bul
on the day our smalL gr:oup rnorked \di th so much precis ion and team work
lne surpt ised ourselves -

our guest speakers,  A1Ian Fairhaf l ,  Bor is sokolof f ,  cynthia Hunter,
Harry BoyLe,Rex Meehan, Mal i  Metzke, Nve serophi l l  and or i r  v is i tors \^ lere
' r^-^a-f  l  i^ ]6-an -- .s i i6- : r^ -ho awl-r6_a 'eat  ot  the dat, .

As usual ,  our President Cameron excel led wi th his master ly control
of  the pr.ogr.am (using a centuiy o1d bul lock beLl  f rom 'Duninald ' ) .

As the convent lon was staged in the society 's 25th year,  special
ment ion was nade of  the cont inuing suppor: t  of  foLrndal ion members Par.r f ine
clements,  Mabs and Bi lL Keppie,  shir ley Thref fo and Maiy and Maurice
Dunlop al l  st i l1 holding execut lve posi t ions in the society.A tr . ibute
lras aLso made to Cameron Archel  for  h is suppol t  and interest ,  no\ t  in
his 14th yeal  as President.  As wel l  as h- is busy posi t ion as Pr incipaL
of Tocal  Col lege, canelon leads our Her i tage i , {aLk each yeal ,  does
his ntonthly st int  at  the museuft  and rarely misses a meet ing.

fo Pdm sivyer,  w_o inLerrupted 5usbano Pe-er 's prepdrat ion for  1 is
Distr ict  Governor 's Rotary Convent ion to run of f  our l i terature sheets
(very smal l  by compar: ison! )  -  - .

! .o Cat^y Lya.I t ,  rh 'nking i t  could be one oI  t r 'ose hot Pa:e.son ddys,

^ra-^rnanica^ 
+h6 n'al  I  .a.FivF. l  i .v .o ld oranoe 

' - ice- to l ' tary Dunlop, Esme Meehan,val l tatson and Pam \tho copeal so \telL
wiLn 1el ! ing chocolate cake ot  morning ted - . .

the boys, Maurice Dunlop dnd char les Webbeck l rho kept the urns on
bol1 f rom 8.30am unt i l  af ter  lunch.. .

to Helen Masson for her deLic ious quiche,and who cor l la l  not  feel
at  home when you had a real  country \ te lcome at the door f rom Bi l l
Xeppie and Phi l ip Leak . . .

Mabs Keppie and Jack Sul l ivan wele al l  smi les when they counted
the takings from our Li terature sales table . - .  wel l  donel

Our sandwiches received top votes (we always kne Robyn had the
best chips ln Austral ia -  noir  we know who makes the best sandlr ichesl) .

- - . , . r r11 i .  pr-nr-6- . . .h^ wac 
-r  

hdnd so w: l l ingly
^ 

sPE!rdI  L"o 
'N 

yeu

with her camela.

Where could any group have haal a better committee?

Thank You a1L from the convent ion coordinatols _ PauLine clements,
shir ley Threl fo,  Bi  11 anal Va1 Anderson

COVER: PRINTED ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THE CONVENTION

' TICKET.OF_LEAVE '  FACSIMlLE

THE PATERSON'S PIAINS TICKET.OF-LEAVE HAS BEEN
ADAPTED FROM A TICKET-OF-LEAVE MADE AVAILABLE

BY THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AOSTRALIA (WA) AT THE

OLD GAOL AND COURT HOUSE YORK, I iESTERN AUSTRALIA'

TI1E PATERSON'S PIAINS TICKET-OF-LEAVE IS IN THE

STYLE OF THE ORIGINAL BI,UE PAPER TIC(ET-OF'
LEAVE 

'  
TEEY ARE REPRODUCED BY US ON CARD AS A

MORE PERMANENT SOUVENIR. 1832 l iAS THE YEAR IN
WHICI{ A COURT OF PETTY SESSIONS I'iAS ESTABIISI'iED
AT PATERSON'S PLAINS, HUNTER RIVER.

PATERSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC
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!!!]tAq! l!qB!!.g:
The ANNUAL PATERSON ' IERTTACF ADDRESS, an'r ' ! ;at ive of  cur socieLy, l ias
presented ?hursday evening f  Apr i l  at  the Paterson coul t  House Museum.

^r^ i_,  
i^  i  t l  c  c-^ iar . .  T6rh6ryrdL r  r  L '  v

chirr6.  Thrar+^ L.^ 
^h^c-:c 

har <,rhi . . r  a,nr, in TFmas Phi l l ins- F

pione-r  ot  Lhe Daterson drsLr 'ct .  Phi l - rps received a land grant of
)090 

" . t .= 
rn I822 {betweer Tocal  and PaLerson vi t lage)which he nared,

'Bona VisLal  Shjr_ey 9d\e an excel  Lenc accounL or phi- l iPs dnd t1e
i  nv6l  /amenr or h s r :m 6>"1 d6\_a Palerson.
s6. icrr  r rc^s,  rer  End i , iTe va-h6..  <h -r6 hr< h-F- .ccive wi t l -  rhF
socierv c in.c r ,q in.eDrior : r  1q?r Fr I  was -o-^.1--v Lhe author

i^5r r^r  
^v 

rh6 c^- iarv 
^n 

rh6 A ,err : l i :n Ld^nane l , :nd Armv

and i ts asso. iat ion wi th the Paterson distr ict .
\6\ l -  ar- 'c  t lo- i  -F.6 A. i r ' -_ "-  

_-  _ 
'_nown La\e

CONVENTTON LARRIKINS: HARRY BOYLE, BILL ANDERSON? REX MEEHAN ANd
JACK SULLIVAN

Macouarie histor ian and author,  Dulc ie Hart lev who wiI l
speak on John Herr ing Bouqhton, Paterson land grantee in 1422-
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PAULINE CT,EMENTS
( Left  background MARY DUNLOP )
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PRESENTATION by SHIRLEY THRELFO (Tlght]



ONE CHAPTER OF A WAR STORY. THE SCENE: PATERSON, 1916

The 'Tocal Murder' was recovered f.om the pages of history and brought back into
Iocal folk lorc because the 'murder stone' was too hea\T to dispose of easily when the Court
House was given a 'clean-up'. Hence it stayed about tle building to whence it had been
brought in late Decembe. 1874 as evidence in an inquest and t al. How different would our
prcsent-day treatinent of the gim historical event be if the stone had been broken up and used
to edge someone's gatden bed, or just thrown away. I wonder if another exhibrr. a 5l,pound
piece of iron pipe, r.ral actually thrown away at the time of that clean-up, thereby contributing
to our forgetting another dreadful occurrence in this area.

In late 1916. Captain Herbert Patfield was skippering the rear-wheeled paddle steamer
ANNA N{{RIA on one of her regular t.ips from Pate$on when he noticed an object in the ive.
on the Paterson side of Powell's Rocks. amonsst some willows. and about ten feet from the
Tocal bank. Five days later, on a late aftemoon"rehlm rrip. rr was strll there. He brought the
steamer over as close as he could. He thousht the obiect had clothes on so he lowered a boat
and going over saw a floating body clad in-women i clothes. The body was caught on low
projecting limbs of a willow tree. The legs were tied around the ankles with rope.

Captain Patfield proceeded on to Paterson then called at the Police Station to report the
find. III the moming, he accompanied Constable Couper to the place where the clot]rcd body
was floating, which was 'about a mile below Tocal Bddge'. The constable brought it to the
shore. The body was that of a woman. It was tied to a bent cast iron pipe by several tums of
sranoeo wrre rope.

The body was taken to a room at the rear of the Colllt House Hotel and Dr Perkins, the
Govemment Medical Officer for the Morpeth district. undertook a Dost mortem on the
following day. The body was disrobed, revealirg lhat day clotbes had 6een put on the body
over a night dress. Dr Perkins came to the conclusion that the womtur was ateady dead when
thrown into the river and tlat she had died of haemorrhage 'following a certain event', but he
could find no evidence to show by what me.uN this event had been brought about. He
estimated that death occuned about a fortnight previous to the body's discovery.

By this time, the deceased woman had been idenrified as 3o-year-old. English born,
Mrs X, of Cessnock, a mother of tbree children whose husband, a former miner. had enlisted
12 months previousiy, had served in France, sustained wounds, and had been invalided to
England. A recent letter from him told of his improvement in health, and of his affection for
her. The deceased woman had left her home on 2 Octobei, Ieaving her childrcn with a friead,
and telling her ftiend that she was to have an operation for appendicitis at Maitland Hospital_
However, she did not go to the hospital

Meanwhile, the iron pipe was exanined and recognised as having been cast by D. Sim
and Son, iron founders of Moryeth. Robert Sim identified it as part of wooi-scouring
apparatus that had been cast about 28 years ago fo.lH Geddes and Co., a hrm that then had a
wool washing business at Oakhampton. These premises were, in 1916, occupied by a
blacksmith who also identified the piece of iron to be one of several similar pieces from an old
boiler that was on the river bank. The blacksmith $'as aware of a neighbour Mrs Y, and a rnan.
Ivlr Z who resided with her, and a laneway that existed between Mrs Y's house and the river
bank where the old boller lay.

Sergeant Dolman had taken some newly-cut wire fiom the fence at the back of Mrs Y's
house and found it similar to the wire found round the body. There was also evidence that a
pan of tl€ old boiler nearby had been removed.

The deceased woman's clothes werc identified bv the Cessnock d.essmaker who had
made them. Mr W. a labourer of Cessnock who boarded wirh rhe deceased woman since her
husband had been away at the War, acknowledged that 'certain relations existed between
them', and that the deceased said that she was 'in a certain condition and would do something'.
He knew that she had 'made alrangements' to go to Mrs Y's place on 3 October and would stay
with her a fi]ll week. When she did not retum at the aransed time. l4r W went to M$ Y's
house to ask after her. Mrs Y denied thar she had been ftere: tr4r W rhen werr to the Dolice in
\4ardand with rhe informarron.

When some witnesses and a €nge of evidence had been assembled, an Inquest was
held at Paterson Cou.ft House before the Coroner. Mr Walter Tucker.

Constable Couper, who had been stationed at Paterson for twelve years. produced a
sketch of the Pate$on River from the trafhc bridge to Powell's Rocks, showing Webber's
Creek and tlrc Maidand to Paterson Road, via Tocal. He stated how he had received



infomation from Captain Patfield and, on 19 October, had traveiled by the ANNA MARLA to
the body, 'about a mile below Tocal Bridge' and on the Tocal side. He descdbed the body, its
position, its clothing, and the way it was attached to the iron pipe with tle seven strrnd
galvanAeo t.on wue.

Dr Perkins Fcounted the result of his post mortem. He had detemined that the
deceased person had been put in the river after death. There Ilas very little blood in the body.
A 'cefiain event' had taken place but the time that had passed since death prevented him liom
determinins bv what means it had come about.

Cattai; Herbefi Patfield, who had been master ofPaterson River steamers for 28 years,
told his story, and Robert Sim of the Morpeth ioundry identified the iron pipe md the year and
purpose for which it had been made. Cefiain machinery had been installed at Oakharnpton
which now lay idle.

The blacksmith who worked from the site of the old machinery also identified the pipe,
and sooke of the neiehbour Mrs Y and her tenant Mr Z.- 

The dressmaler from Cessnock identified the clothes wom by the deceased woman and
knelf something of her circumstances- A sister of the deceased identified her and spoke of her
circumstances. Neither knew that she was 'in a cefiain condition'.

The deceased woman's boarder acknowledged their relationship, and het condiiion, and
her decision to'do something'. He knew she intended to go to l\4is Y's place, for a week.
She did not retum. Mrs Y denied to him that she had ever been there.

Sergeant Dolman stated that the wire around the body was similar to some fieshly cut
wire in a fence at Mrs Y's p.operty and that there was evidence that the old boiler had recently
been interfered with. To Sergeant Dolman, Mrs Y denied that the deceased had ever been to
her place and she denied that Mr Z had been there to ask afler her.

Two miners came forward to give evidence. They said that they were fishing in
Paterson zuver near webber's Creek on the night of October 7. A motor cat came from
direction of Maidand on the Tocal Road. It stopped at the Pate$on B dge for about
minutes and tumed around and carne back 'at a great speed'-

Mrs Y refused to gi\€ evidence.
Miss Q, of Oakhamptor, said that she passed Mrs Y's place foul times a day. On

October 5 she saw a woman in Mrs Y's front garden with a loose wrapper on and no hat. She
had brown hair, was about 30 years of age, of medium height alld slight build. She was a
stranger.

The Coroner found that Mrs X. between October 2 and 12, died from haemoFhage, the
result of a certain event, but whether it was brought about by criminal practice and, if so, by
whom, there was not sufficient evidence to enable him to say.

The deceased wonan's body was bu ed in rhe graveyard of St Paul's Anglican
churchyard following the post mortem. No mention is made in St Paul's burial register of this
event although the death certifrcate states that the buial did occur here. Fo. many years, &e
woman's mother travelled every week by train from Cessnock to Patenon to visit her
daughter's g6ve. No memorial was ever erected here and the grave's location is unknown
today, although it may be one of the single graves which bear no identification in the lower
section of the cemetery.

No personal names have been given in this account of the lnquest as 19i6 is not all that
long ago aIId no good purpose would be seived by doing so. This account oudines all the
evidence given to the Coroner, as reported in the 'Mercury'. Reading it today, does it seem
satisfactory? What further investigations would you have like to see made? How would
contemporary ( 1916) people have viewed the event, the evidence and the verdict? What impact
would the event have had on the Paterson communily, or the Cessnock community, or the
people in Oak-hampton? How would a similar problem, oi event, be handled or viewed today?
Whtt becarne of Mrs Y? Did the poiice keep an open eye on her activities, or a blind eye? What
became of N4Js X's children, or lrr X when he retumed from War. or Mr Z? A sensational
event can easily be plucked out of the past but it is more difficult to place that event in the
context of its time. And not atl victims of War die in batde. What do you think?

Prepared by Cynthia Hunter from the report of the event. and the Inquest copied liom
lhe Mercury arrd rcprcduced in the Dungog Chronicle 24 October and 7 November 1916, aad
Pauline Clements' turials in St Paul's ..... Vol2.
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ANNUAL HERITAGE WALK :
bnce agaln our society 's ANNUAL HERITAGE WALK held on 2l  March this
year i?as popular and l^/eIL at t tended. Over.  e ighty adul ts and many
. . r  l^rFn r l -ncv s.cmc. l  l^  ha a( 'o_vwna16 |  )  r r : red D_e. den! Camero. Or

a -our or t_e co^rn.  Lhe high r idge abo!e Lhe ruseu- dnd alonq ord
Commercial  Road through Kei th Jordan's farm
Hiqhl ight  of  th is year 's HERITAGE WALK was
o. a rerurbis\ed Barbers Ch- i r  Ln\ei Ied by
commencement of  the walk.

The Barbers Chair .c losely le lated to the ear ly history of  Paterson,

' , ras donated to the socrety by Mrs EiLeen Coltan in f976 and wif l  form
part  of  a standing exhibi t ion at  the museum. The chair  was or ig inal fy
owned and used by Ted Stedman in the late f930s into the ear ly f950s
'r  aoscoiacion r . i -h " is ba-ber ing bus-nesses in DuKe .1d King SE-eeLs,
Paterson. The chair  came into the possession of  f red Cowan who used
i t  for  some t ime as a service to f i iends. Handsomefy restored, i t  \ t i lL
.^ ! , /  

^ i r /o -rorr  ^16:c! ' rA 
|  

^
L" '9 vuL

We must ment ion and give thanks to B. i l l  Anderson for the research,
t ime and reslorat ion proceedures he fof lowed ! i i th th is projecl .

+ho f i  ic+ 
^, .h]  

i  
-  

wi  6wi nd

)ui$
'Lb*.
ra; *lr

H F PITACf V./ALV :
SOCIETY EXECUTTVE
SHIRLEY THRELFO & PHILlP LEAK

A SPECIAL VOTE OF THANKS:
i ;-- : : - :^ 

- :  
:_-n,vrrr l r ry rLssrrr t \J,  Piesident Cameronmoveda special  vote of

thanks to Kei th Jordan for the cont inued co-opetat ion he has given to
t_- societ l  i i? rEnvlears -elat jve to ac.ess .o ni= proo.r .y oui-n9
our ANNUAL HERTTAGE WALX each year.  Kei th s lashes the o1d Commercial
Road, nhere pr. ior  to the f875 f loodf the bulk of  paterson's commercial
centre l ras s i tuated. Kei th has a great knowledge of  paterson's ear ly

i -  ts-6 area or .  s Iar-  drd oL.er land ,o1o n;s
he owns nearby which were part  of  or ig inal  Land grants.
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CONGRATULAT]ONS

CIiARLES & VAL
WEBBECK
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nrr-  c^^i  a+\? n, :c /1al  i  dh+ar l

to have members of Ted
<+a,, lmrnrc fani  I  v r+ +ha

launch of the Stedman,/
a^!rrn Rr r l . \orc ahr i -  nr i^r

1-^ iha Hcr i+:dc w: lL 
^n

)1 M.r-h +hi  c va:r

Jean, Peter and John
Stedman, three of  Ted'  s
f^ , r r  

-h i  
l^ran n '616 rraru

-^nn1 
i  ronf  F r ! ,

to v ie\" /  the restoral ion.

(  SOCIETY MEMBERS WILL BE
NOTIFTED RE AUDITfON
T]MES FOR A BARBERSHOP
QUARTETTE I I  I  )
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PHOTO; Peter and John
Stedman ni th soc i  ety
execul ive Bi  11 Keppie.

As a Paterson fad,
Bi l l  was a regular of
Ted Stedinan - The Barber.

NSW MINISTRY FOR THE ARTS . ROYAL AUSTRALTAN HISTORTCAL SOCIETY INC

ffiPoRT rYAcouAR;C-r 9 9e-
Society member cynthia Hunter r .eceiv ing a cheque for $1000 to$,ards

^ ' ,h l i^rr i^h ^r  
Fha arn'r : l  Drr-re^n Hari  r - :d6 A. l . l .cqq b|  F-,  <r l - i "F_

'CHARLES BOYDELL _ HUN?ER VALLEY PfONEER".
The presentat ion was made by The Hon Jan Burnswoods MT,c

ic  rha FA. lc praeidanr nr F ' rFh Fr:nnel

&


