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PATERSON COURT HOUSE MUSEUM is OPEN SUNDAYS fTom lpm

SIEIJISS: Patelson Historical Society Inc meets the f irst
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Court  House Museum (except December and January)
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Sydney on the Faf i re 12 Septembe! 1822. He subsequent ly received a fand
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l .  O^f .h6r 'q.2 which he named

Tl11inby (Ti l imby-Jack sul l ivan).  The f lat  area behind the sundial
ih -hF rh^ta is f -6 c i t6 
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I , IAVERLEY CEMETERY VIS TT:
Jack sul f ivan and Sue and Bor is Sokofof  v is i ted waver ley Cemelery

-6.arr lv f^  \ . r6u -Fa ae-arr  of  fhe -Fr.- t - .  \ - r i4.- :<r Eo toe Mackel lar
fam-i ly grave. They were able to see t ]he headslones from a distance.
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SALOME KEPPIE's DIARY: Bi f l  Kepple
1867 Mr Greenchi ld vas buried Thurs Nov 2AL:n 1867 .
-867 Mr Bear ly 's c i r l  oot  burnl  on Fr iday Nov 22nd and died on

Sat 22nd 1867.
1867 Wil l ian Kimber died Monday Dec 9th 1867 -  ma. i ied 5 months-
1E68 Bl ind Blake died suddeoly in Singleton Monday Jan 20th 1868
1868 John Dah found dro\ , ied on Sundav Feb 2lst  186B- Left  wi fe

and four chi ldren -
1894 l { r  John Tucker marr i6^ +^ Micc r i ! ,n.{>, ,  -  e:+ )od June.
lP95 Arthur cory dLed Thursday f :  . : " r i . .  u i r r . "J in r :  e garoen

1896 Boher 'an Lecturer came MondaJ 4 \dy ler-  Fr iday B
ai lbarf  a.rv . l i6. l  L,na r i l r r ia/ l  i

l r lent  to Rosewood Brush Tuesday 30 June. Took lunch.
189: gueens record 20 Jure,  cefebrat 'ed Tuesday 22 We! da\ -

Kios got a medaf-  ArEhur,  Pear l  and Flo,  Wi l l  s tayed ac farm
6lanrod :  r rFF iF mFm^.w 
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^, ,oon{The tree \ras an Enql ish Oak which was blown do\rn ln a storm
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Society t reasurer and Li fe Member.
Tr rr : r .h f | la q^^ o ' ! ,  , . , i  I  I  .^q+ 

'Ea 
) t+h

for  Coastaf  and l lunter Region Histoi jcaf  Societ ies
1v_i11 be a feature of  the inauquraf  Paterson Citrus

OUR SOCIETY'S 25th ANN]VERSARY - 1999
{,_s N: S.-el

I ]ar  i  1.  : .o a.- td 7a < c

so much to the

Annual Convention
and our Museum

Fest ival  -

- :  sLor.ca.L Socl  e-Y name c ange
. leE I  o '  sa Lis- iaccion

r"r i th the establ ishment of

;

FROM SOCIETY'S FILES:
i l l l ; ; Inr-cyi th la Hunter 's contr ibuted ar 'L ic le -"Move.to Save old
gui ld inqn MN oct 1997 -  Nl , lE 9 July 1970 -  the fo l lowingi  extracts
Tra. t  f f i  f9 i3/ '74/15 are at  interest .
MM 27 Julv 1973:
Fater-;-tou;E-House \.7as to be handed to Pa|elson Presel:val ion Society
for use as i t 's  headqlrarters- Al  the Society 's f i rst  AnnuaL l4eet ing
on July 26 Dungog Shire counci l  Presideni  Cr J Hanley said he
visual ised the t ime when the bui ld ing couLd be restored and housing
er ih ib i ts to eventual ly become a lour:Lst  at t ract lon.
1973 ELECTION oF OFFICERS: Pres w Northcott  -  VP S Pr. iest fey -
Sec P Cfements -  Treas G Johnson-
PATERSON COURT HOUSE MUSEUM OPENS - 4 AUgUSt 1974.
M.*b"r=E.ssed l;  t ; . iod coslume r historic photos anc memorabll ia
we!:e mounted and displayed whi lst  vetelan cars and ant igue clocks
from Maurice Dunlop creaied much interesi . .
MM 13 February 1975:
At the Annual  Meei ing of  lhe Patelson
rneroers Ioo'<ed oack on Lfe f i rst  )ear
tor E^e younc Eocret)  became a real i t )
an interest ing and unique museum.
1975 ILECTION OF oFFICERS: Pres G Johnson -  VPs S Pr iest le l , ,
a- sextd;--E unIo-p - sec P cf emenis -^ Treas s Threlfo



MAITLAND MERCURY:
EXTRACTS

22 Apr i l  1879
8 July 18?9

-  Jack Suf I  ivanTue s
Tues

&z TslFoBsr Cotndor.-OD ?uesilov
eveuilg lart a reeting of the iDhlbiialts o?
fatorsou wss hold r,t tho Coult llou8e Eot€I.
pursuant to salvertiFeDroDt, to el€ct f,ruste€s
iof tho teEDorarv cornmon- I|f? 'W'illi.-tor tho t€Epora'Jr comrrou, Mr.'Wflliam
x.eppro- raa called up6n to preside. It r
bo,in tlo -rocollecticn of tbe readels of tb€
-trtarcury that a.oeotiog ior-a simila,r purposo
r9a3 trotd 3o!n6 rbont$ ago, blt t9a3 adjouhed
for gooe inforoatioD lgquiled- Oa iilee&v
Iaet oa tho opeuing of the aeetiug, tle coi
reapoDdoDco r! t€terbnc€ to thir roqEireilvi4.
fonos.tio! 

-wss 
read by tbe Secretiry, which

4r'/nr' PltBllf,otr. Tvzt 22(f/t/7

induded. tto . rul€s 
"i'a 

t"gulriti;;';f, th,
DrDgletdD colnEoE. 3_ite! eolrd: otLtEDrDFreloD 

- colnEoE. 
- _Alto! 8o!rd: otLtE,

pl9u]!E8ry Drl8ur_e€_B hac De€D arabge4 the i
lleorrlg proceeded to lobilrit€ c8,!_
ddgtes- for t-he. . trurieedip of thti con- lboB, tlo result'of ilLiiL .ias the.eloctiori
of Mosers. -Willidm Keppie, Joh! Whit€.
J8.DeB Wallr, Stapheu Stauhidge; a,ad. Jorop(
Greoo Surii!, *Io will hrild tle-ii trortaorfrrp
ultrt 1881, rhen c aev oloclioa *ill taki
Pla:€, rtr accoldslc€ Fith tbo OoroEoDr Act
of 1378, _ .&rrDgoDreDti pelo tLon rDado to
r_orFard -tbo !!bos of thd pereong eletod os
!!9"h*", to the Co$:iiat Socrotary, for

f co.rfrnation, and to t$ S*oftua. -Sq;u
33?I ro;lF*,*"p tlourarrangod, a-nd eftar
b.vot€ of thsrl! bsd brirtr b;do;d 6 tho
cDarrllaD tb€ EeetiDg ssfarst€d.

, W rri-.rro*. n?//t"q
I Erbt!^rrox osoo^D il.rt e![tr{r, crrlrDt
tol Pltrrlor.-F. 'latlt ItoE ofEclrl t'rtla
lb.E oo! ha.ftttgrbl. t p!.tr.trtinr I! lb. Iilldl.
tira A.r.rb t, -llt. I1 lI. Brotn, br .!oo6.0.db
totdlg pLc.d lpon tho SoPpl.Eolliry Erliortal
a !!t! ol t5O0 to! lho Durchuo ot . !!qf!!t!o! 8t0!la
lor.P6tfiod.lal ll|o .sta ot g'(D lot tb! purclr.
of lrbd (a! r ga!6rrt oaoct.li/ldl t. hrtb6r l.a
tb.to.&ir.bsi. not bGa! ,tet d !y Prtli.D$l
rlal colr.qo.ltlt dta! thc p!..b8 of_tbe 

^PPloptb
rlal cou.qo.ltlt rlta! lb! p!..t!8 of lbr APPloDtb
lior Ac! it r fcr rhj!, tbotD mE. tlll be aYrll.lL
lo!:prloLlrhg r.oi*i$t alt.r fo! abc _?!ttoa'ni'eroetc ,i

g Daolat$t aftal ror lD6 Pulr[
I P.t rror r.t oDglrtol$. tlri

a.Iri 
_llpc! 

Larirg .!c[ .! tud.f.ll$bL
llDraaallrtlrt, tlo larvaa Do alola gltEttll
tr iasra lot trli al.ctottt! atatt rlrttlr3t
tucb lt |.. h bt Dor6t to aaos!. (or l!.4
rhtlat by lb t!ou.!d t. li .bl. !o racoDpliA
rhrt rci l. corid.r. hir .l.ototrta L lo.tly.nddd
to. h t.rrld to alt FcF.tloD gto[Ed, ro aoBB
th rdohtlon ol thc Eolo bL Eo6bo! lor 6!ttt
brrt l&. Johr Lu!.+ rHcb !a Ilttoducstl ala
E!.i Eoodt ortrLd i! lbo Ao.Dblt, to .D.bl. tb
Oorororcri to pmrkt., bt taEbrt!, taclartla
sro[tlih to cv.tv yilLl! ot tot! ir tbc cololt tL
Ool.t|Ernt l.Dil r|! ;ot stdt bl6, Pit.d rb. irtq
o{t dlarDad DaEb.! to t.y cl.lE; o! our !.ndt
to th. arldrlatsdor ol tbr OovcrlEcat, tbo Pbaaa
tb. rEollt o! t!. E gertt. .rd to !h. PdtlLEil
?bo yot d t!. .EcuuL fo! thr Du!oht!6 ot lrdd.d'
[ci.[! lltd !dt!.bb lo! lho pupo!.,...h9 !o C]or!
lDtb ltc lYtil.blc \ tllLit tltloDtbla diltslc. a{
osr to?! lo! ||roh i pulpetq I! r.gird to 0a
caralary, I gc[rtd - coiratallf t!! lolg baa
r.|t.il A pnrrr. c.E.iotl/ boloDthE to I
Chlrch ol ElEIud, ud lulroulding $.
chllch.la d; thrt btr b..r rvAilrbl. fo! bultlt8
ou! alci(L Eo to.th€ Dt.€Dt, Y.tioE! coEplr||
lrvc{lr{oeirtly bcco brta aa tcgsrd!, tho clotdaa
rtrt oI !!a crDtellt, rnil ErDt allcgo thrt |!.E .
E i i..tb.r .! oc.D.iv6 odou! ia Drrc.ptibl. tt
D.ot r.rrbtppiEg i! thc clErrb, rbicb h al:lrtdl t!
thc aantt. otl!. abotoL yuil Th.btor. rEal.F dl
circuErbce a burid gruDd for dl daDolrilatiaal
lirlridl at r iiltrDc. troE tba tor!, ir a Ertt!
tblcb tiU b. !o doubl .DDtlcirt a bv lho thC. o(
orr.rt!E !!irt, -lDll onc;dlch b lgngbr!!Fc+l]-^.  

-e-- t .*(;"^6^,{* {-.-)

OUR NA?IVE ORCHIDS:
Mabs Keppie be] jeves ' .h is year wi l l  surpass the 1992-1993 season
lvhich had been outstanding for terrestr ia l  orchids in the paterson
al isLr ict .  The epiphyt ic i ronbark (Den aemulum) gems are in fu l l
b lossom again on Lhe cresford Poad -  recorded oy Rev Ropp in the
1920's,  st iL l  there and st i11 capt ivat- ino-
Soc- iety menbers,  Mabs Keppie and-daughtei ,  Cathy Lyal l  cooked
scones in t 'he Homestead ki tchen providing an al lur ing aroma and
proving a popular at t racl ion for  the 600 plus v is i tors to the tecent
Tocal  Homestead Open Day- I t  ! ,7as inLerest ing lo vatch the chi ldren
saial Mabs - vri th a choice of pumkin or p1ain, few were tempted by
the oumpkin var iety nowever t 'he alul ts rvere del igr ted by eLther.

we can cope with 'dr .oughts and f looding rain '
with kangaroos that eat the roses

rabbi ts and hares r ingbarking smal l  t rees
but do the female Bowelbitds have t 'o eat the blood and bone?



rHE MYALL CREEK MASSACRE

Shir IeY threl fo

The month of  June, 1998 narks the 160th Anniversary of  one
of t 'he most brutal events in the history of New South Wales. Tn
June, 1838 a giroup of  Abor ig ines was murdered by stockmen at  Henly
Dangar 's Mya1l  Creek Stat ion (  bet l reen B. ingara and Delungra).  This
event is remef ibered not only for  the horror of  the massacre,  as
abor ig ines had been ki l ted before by whi te men with v i r tual ly no
acLion raken, but also because lhere were ren in aulhor i ty prepared
to br ing the perpetrators to t r ia l  for  the f i rst  t ine in for ty years
with the result that men were hung for the muraler of these Aborigines-

At the beginning of  l83B in the area of  the Gwyder and Mclntyre
Rivers there were host i le Abor ig ines defending their  land, l i festy le
anal  cul tu!e f rom the guropeans by at tacking the stock,  ' rushing'

^r 
<.^r fFr ino t  na .^t  I  Ic-  i - i t  :Fd cr661 rr l  : , - t  l  la for  lOod rarhel

than hunl Kanqaroo and other game. The stockmen, many of whom ltere
convicts assigned to the Lanalowners or ex-convicts employed by them,
were very afraid of  these Abor ig ines because of  their  steal th and
their  a lmost s i fent  weapons. There were also reports of  at lacks on
and murders of vrhite bushnen and shepherals and hutkeepers on the
out-stat ions l ived in fear of  their  l ives f rom attacks by blacks
and punishment f rom their  mastels i f  they neglected their  dut ies-

- \o cr 'arn-or-  dFvF no assistance !o Ehe Stat ions al  chough
the country economical ly benef i t ted f rom the wool grown there.  I t
w^e nrFn:rF.l  1-o lcf ihe hen take the 1aw into their own hanals knowing
this me;nt  the k i l l ing of  the Abor ig ines- There was a Mounted Pol ice
Force bur i t  was loLal  ly  inadeguate to cover the greal  expanse of
^^r-rr  r r ,  -o- !1 i  - i  ad 

^r^-6-f ion.

Almost al l  ot  the stockmen involved in the massacle were ei tber
convicts or ex-convicts and to these men violence and brutal i ty \ tould
have been part  of  their  1 ives.  Also the convicts '  vho were tne
despised oi lhe community found, in the Aborigines, people on rdhom
-h6--  ^^,  1,1 

-rcc 
i l -6 harrad . i ,  

^*r6lrv ma-od ou- ro them. They had

neaid that Lhe l4ounted Police were heading their way to control the
Aborigines, of ten by k i l l ing them, and the slockmen thought their
t roubies would soon be over.  But the Pol ice were recal leal  to other
troubled areas and once aqajn they kere on rhejr  own.

The men were completefy alemoralised al]d afraid. They l ived
in fear of  their  l ives anal  the constant harassnent by the Abor ig ines
was unnerving. They tr ied io alr ive them away and ki l1 them if
necessary,  aat ions condoned by their  mastels,  but  the Abor ig ines
were elui ive in the bush and this increased the stockmen's fear and

fr , ls t rat ion.  Ihey met one night in ear ly June, 1838 and decided

trr"y f,"o reached ihe end of their endurance and no doubt during lhe

nioi t  their  tenslon and hatted bui l t  up so that next morning they

weie psychological ly ready for murder.

fhe next day they wen! after Aborigines bu!. foun' l  none'

However, they kneit there was a group at Myall-Creek who had been

li tp.a in.t"-ror some r^leeks but had not cause'l  any trouble' They

wen' t tothatstat ionandlhemen,womenandchi ldrenthereprovi ' led
the release for their telsions and emotions and the stocknen most

brutal ly and cal Ious1y murdered those Abor ig ines because they were

there, ihey were Abor-igines and they lvanted to r id the frontier and

themselves of the menace and fear of them even thouqh they knew these

part iculat people had alone nothing to them'



The stockmen did not expect the larv to become involved and
-^nr in, 'or l  

, . ' ; r l i  !^6;y . r -11. ,  , . ,^--

-pF -ehended fo1lolv i  n
thc 

^rr iv: l  
or_ M^dietr :+6 F n nr\7 . rh^ h:A ha6h :nn^ir16A hw l -ha

. ldvcrnmFn+ f6 invF<r id:ra rha f^ l  l^r ' ihd :Avi-6 {^ i r  hv r^6

c,r^or info.Aanf . -eek,  Wi l l iam Hobbs- For his part  in
report ing the murders and as wi tness at  the t r ia l  t lobbs lost  h is
iob.

There r \ 'ds a growing teel ing ia lhe Colonl  and in Br i ta-n at
lh is r ime f^r :  q^iFat :n^r^:-h :hr l  h^ra nr^r6-r  i^n f^r  rha Ah^r id inac

ard this was ref lecLed in the acr ions of  covernor Gipps and Attorne\
General John Plunkett who \r7ere prepared to have the men involved in
the massacre brought to t r ia1.

, - l  i  /  Ae. l  
^n 

r .a i  cc,r6 c^m6 h6^^16

bel ieved Lhe mer s 'ould not be charged wirh rne m-rder of  Abor ig ines
bLr oLhe.rs l ike 14rs.  E1- iza Hamilron Dunlop were ex!remely mo\ed by
the horror of  the event and Mrs.  DunloD wrote a Doem caIIed rThe
Ah^r id in: l  M^, h6r '  r1} !o e^!r>+rarc i -  ; . - - i - ' ,1.-  Laro 

^^^^c6A 
r^

lhe t r ia l  anal  money was raised for the aleience of  the accused men-
NewsDaDers at  the r ime carr jed reports of  lhe var iots ooir 'ons o '

The tr ia l ,  however,  d id proceed against  the men involved,
l  i r  h.  roh rova- -a r . \+ \"-  fhal  LAro >.rui lLeo- A

second tr ia l  was conducted \ , / i th the resul t  that  on the 18th December,
'838 seven reh were hanged fo.r  the ru-rder of  ] :he }4vai .  creek Abor io ines

Ref:  Books -  Denholn D The Coloniaf  Austaal . ians Penguin 1979
Harr is A Set ' t ler ]s and Convicts Melb MUP 1953
Reece RWH Aborigines and Colonists SyC 1974
Wiedmann E Woi ld of  i ts  Own: Tnveref l rs Earfv years

)-827-I92A Inv 19 81
Journals:  Denhofn D 'The l4yal l  Cteek Massacre'  push front the

Bush No 9 Juty 1981
Wahhv r  !Par. f ionc --  vvFlr  ^---k Yassacre'

?ush from the Bush No B December f980

>3 1
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JOINA OUTING I  l . terson
vrsai l : :g G.i : :aa.: , ' -  House

and Raynond Te: iace l l is ic:r ica1 Sociei ies
ai ld : ] - re S-! .cuC dist : :c!  -  Apt: i l  199B



RAHSLITERARYGRANT:
Th6 <^- iof l '  c , t -^aecfrrr  i  h .6-6irr ind :  < l  nnn l  i rar^rv d7:nr '

D^\ , r l  a! !c+/r l  i rn l r ic+^/ i^ : l  c^- iarr '  /  Mini<i- .v F^7 l -ha Arr<

NSW to publ ish Jack Sul l ivan's f998 Heri tage Addr.ess -  "Char les
a^\/7q6l  l r r  'Fhi  c i  c u '^nA^rf ! !1 crrnn^rr  :n7l  6h:hl  ac f , , .1-r_..  -  rer  pr  lmary
research on the Pateison distr ict  to be publ ished.

RECENT GUEST SPEAKERS _ CYNTH]A HUNTER and PHIL LEAK:
o,rr  q^- ia+--  hFc hF. -h6 

,-  _- l tarct ica 
th is

year -  Cynthia Hunter 's v is i t .  wi th husband Bi l l .  whose father,  John
was chief  b io-Logist  vTiLh the l , fawson expedi ! ior  jn I9 l  l -1914, and wiLn

sno!\-Lng n-LS oLrsldnq Inq o.  - |e rcy mass.
Dhi l  i lc^ ch.kad 

-rnaracc 
c l idac 

^f  
h ic n-oja-t  -^ rccord the town

of Paterson on f i lm -  wel l  done Phi l .

CONGRATULATIONS to member Kay Ingle who recently completed her
Masters Degree in ref ig ious stual ies.

FROM SOCTEAY' S FIIES:
r6_r_din4 _ha 

-ah4-_F of  the br_ckeda qqlrJ r-rq-qr

doorway connect ing the pol ice of f ice to the court  Rootn in 1983.
! - , ] - ,on n^l  i^6 \ / r^^r6/ ]  +h6 h, ' i l r l ino rh^ rha 

^Ff i -a 
L, :c 

^Ff i . i^ l lv
h^r.- ]a,r  F^ rho c^^:6+\/  |1\ /  n i ! .^^-  <hi .6.^,r- i l  rha h, , i ld i

SII{PLE _
BRICKED ]N.

LES DARCY MEMORIAL:
Li io MFrF,a- F>rr ' .  P. \ . - -  ic  

^ 
hFnlv nF.r  I - : r - 'v  =hr hic corun' t tee ha\e

reacheal  lheir  goal  in rais ing $50.000 towaids a memoriaf  for  Mait land
boxing hero,  Les Darcy.  From the in i t ia l  newspaper not ice for  a chuach
service placed by Harry in the Newcast le Morning Herafd to a recent
c"-^acctrr  l_,rrr l - r : ic ihd r{ inncr hw hi< 

^.1- iwa 
.^6mir '+FF HFrr\ / rq 6nl !

ih-  nr^ ia- l  - ' - -_ -  r idhf l5r  eey aL r-- j - - ! .

l^lAR MEMORABILIA:
At an extraordinary meeting of the Hunter Chapter/Museums Austral ia
held aE the NewcasLle Pegional  l4useui  'n Augus!,  roembers were pr-v i leged
c^ \  i6L/  .  n i rn^ 

^nA 
han/qm:,{a 

^, '^^arc 
, ,c6^ f^r  6h+6rr>;r ; - -  h
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to contr ibute regLlar histor ical  arr ic les wi th phoLos on the Parerson
distr ict  has been wel l  received. To alate,  contr ibutors have been
co;r-av rrh-arf .  Dr. , l  no alanF.!c.  .vrL: :  qr . -ar-  vr-  Anderson
i4r anFv R rro -h- rqAr^rrrv F -  -  . -  - - ! ive o[  ourofway-Uce| ' | | |U5L5uyyu!
c^-r  6r \ /  :hA +h ic i  c m,r^h :nn76^i  >raA

MUSEUM OPENINGS:
G 
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Lo r4abs and Di r  r  Ra^aio.  DF.,r  :  n6 . - - ranrs and ct ive

corbeEL who have opened Lhe Museum on numerous occasions latefy.
rCl ive met one group on the tra 'n !o PaE.erson, sLggesred a v is i ! ,
opened the Museun and gave them morning lea as ie.LI l l .  PresidenE
Cameron also enLertained a v is i t lng group who had been lunchrng in
John Tucker Park -  59 in al f l .

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS :
The Lovefy rural  Church of  St  Anne's ctesford celebrated i ts Centenary
in June lh is year.  Guest speaker at  the Celebrat ion Dinner was President
Cdmeron Archer wno faunc' led , i  a-r fa. : -w aooL wr:_,-r  E\_ l -^"-
histor ians Hazel  Hancock and Freda CoI1ison.



VALE

DT JOHN TURNER

1933-1998

Many oa our members Kne\ i r  and respected John
ror his contr ibuLion ro local  h-Lstorv LhroJqhou! our

reg.1on.

His passing is a great 1oss,
he wi1l  be sadly misseC.


