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G1BB'S FARI{.

' : 'F!r l " i r .  o isLance I  ron Paterson
Township a sturdy old Tal lowood Tree
stands ty the s ide of  the road, and
from one of  i ts  overhanging branches
hangs a s ign indicat ing that th is is

"Gibbs Falm".  This acreage of  land
bears an interest ing history and has
stroog l inks i t i th the pioneers of  lhe
al istr ict .

EBER GIBBS was boln at  Bi ldsmooregate,
Dorset,  England on 18th JulY. 1819
and was a lad of  only 16 Year:s when
he was convicted of  s leai lnq a piece
of golrn c loth.  His Punlshment was
transportat ion to the CoIonY for
seven years,  and he arr ived on these

shores on the "strathf ie ldsay" on 15th June,1836. r t  1s not Known
where he was assigned at  that  t ime, but when the 1837 muster was
taken he was in the employ of  G.F. Davidson, of  Paterson- His
occupation was then given as I ' l ' ihee1rvright '  s boy"

on 8th october,  1840 Eber was granted his Ticket of  Leave
with the proviso that he remain in the Patetson area'  and just
three years later he was granted his Cert i f icate of  Pleedom.

In }4ay of  1842 Eber was marr ied to Cather ine Cotty in St.
Ann's Presbyter lan Church. Cather ine was a yo\rng lady f tom
Limerick in I re land, and had alr ived in the colony as a Free
Passenge!-  on board the "EarI  Grey" on 24th June,1841.
Eber and Catherine sett led in the Patelson vi l lage with Eber
working at  h is t rade of  wheelwr ight,  and as his fami ly grew
he prospeled lr i th his wolk.

In December of  1850, Eber
of  Land from M!.  J.H. Boughton
rT, :  I  I  i  nhr ' t r  :n. l  h6rp ha hr i  I  t  a

fami ly of  four young chi ldren.
Ebe! cont inued in his work of  at ienai ing to
and carr iages and in 1867 i t  is  noted that
"valent ia" Estate.  but  by the t ime the 18?
ory was issued it  would appear that he was
own property,  $here stables etc.  had beeD

Over the years Ebe! also became wel l - :known as a producer of
f ine honey -  a busioess which grew from the chance sett l ing of
of  a swatm of bees on his house one summer day. Eber was able
to capture and box the swarm and so began a ptof i table business.
It is recorded that his bee-boxes lrer€ made of cedar vrood !
The honey shed was si ted at  the rear of  the block near the stables.
Successfuf  as his beekeeping act iv i t ies were,  Eber was only
l - is ted as a t ' lheelwr ight in the 1880 Post Off ice Directory so
perhaps he regarded his bee-keeping only as a hobby.

Eber died on the 12th June, 1889, at  Patelson -  jusl  one
vear af ter  h is wi fe,  cather ine had passed away, and both are
bur ied in the Cathol ic Cemetery at  Gresford.

I

purchased a qual ter  of  an acre
who owned the ploperty named

snal l  s lab hut for  h is wi fe and

the needs of hor ses
he vras !,,orking on the
2 Post Off ice Dr rect-
sel f  employed on his
bui l t .



Durrno rhFi-  46 vpa-c. f  r r r r iadF rhF- Fnd CFthcrrne
ta ised seven chi ldren -  Harr iet  (b.  1843);  wi l l iam (b.  1845);
I lary Ann (b.  1847);  Louisa (b. I848);  Denis (b.  l85l  ) ;
Edward Eber (b 1854) i  John (b 1857).
Two of  the sons of  the fami ly,  Denis and John remained in the
Paterson area working with the ski l ls  of  Bl-acksni th j -n^ .nd Lnhaal-
wr ights leal :ned from their  father.

Shorr fy afLer thei !  parents oeaEns, and befo!e rhe-Lr own
marr iages, Den. is and John bui l t  a substanial  br ick house on the
proPerty, \dhich had grown somer^rhat from the ol iginal quarter acre.
In 1890 Denis was marr ied to Margaret  Al ice Cook and they l ived in
the new house unt i l  Denis died in 1915. After Denis 's death
John Gibb bought the house and Lived there l r i th his wi fe and
fami ly unt i l  h is death in 1944t \ , rhen the property was sold.

The buyer on Ehis occassion l ras Mr.  Stanley Pr iest ley,  who
was the owne! of  the " f . i l l imbyrr  property,  the estate f lom which
Ehe or ig inal  quar ler  acre had been boughr in 1850.. . .  however,
now lhe ploperty had grown to 58 acres.

t4r .  ahd Mrc Dr iac-t6v :n?r +hFi-  v^r l rd f rn i t . .  l ived in the
house wh.r- [e Mr.  Pr iest ley cont inued to be act ive. Iy engaged in
Earming the "Ti l l imby" property.  As the fami ly grew to adul- thood
and narr ied anoEher home was bui l !  on the property,  and is today
occup- ied by Lhe youngest member of  the Pl iest ley fami ly,  Bettyr
and her husband, Col in Sexton.
Mr.  and Mrs.  Sexton are very mindful  of  the history of
the]- !  property and proudly dispfay the nane of  r rc ibbs Farm" at  the
gateway of  their  hone.

The br ick house, bui l t  in l8B9 has been refurbished and is now
home to a th i rd generat ion member of  the Pl iest ley fani ly,  as
Phi11p, son of  Mr.  and Mrs.  Sexton l ives thele wi th his wi fe and
two sons . . .  .  g iv ing the o1d house new l i fe and v, t i th a nel , l
generat ion to reap the benef i ls  of  the confortable o1d br ick

house.

compi led f rom informacion !eceived from the fol lowing.. . .
Miss Monica Gibbs, (Descendant of  Eber Gibbs) East MAit land.
l " l rs.  J.  Vernon. , r  Davidson. i .s.w
Mr. K Pr iest lev,  Ma i  ! . Iand -

Paul ine M Clements
EDITOR

MAITLAND MERCURY EXTRACT: ! ]ACK SULLIVAN
MAITLAND MERCURY - SATURDAY 12.7.1856 - PRESBYTIRTAN CHURCH
NOTIC!: AL a rnee! ing netd on Lhe 4tn Juty,  I85O, ov tnE- l l isr"" ,

^f  
rhc Dracl-rr / r6r iFn .h, .^F paterson,

IT I 'AS RESOLVED_
That,  in considerat ion of  the required repai is by the
Chu].ch,  including 1i9ht,  c leaning, &c, they deem ir
necessary that  a fund be ia ised for l iqurdat ing the sane;
and that i t  is  intended lo Let the Seats of  the Church,
which ni l1 commence f lom the lst  of  JuIy instanr.

WEDNESDAY, the 23rd instant,  is  the day appointed when one o] ]
mole of  the Trustees wi l l  be at  the Church f l :om Ten to Tlrelve
ro receive appl  LcaEions ror Seats.

DAVID BROWN )
l t lLLIAM CORNER ) Trustees.

Paterson, Jufv 9 1856



DEATH OF DR NEWBERRY: HARRY BOYT,E
EXTRACTS FROM MAITLAND MERCURY NEWSPAPER 6.10.1883

14.?.1883

MA]TLAND MERCURY - 6.10.1883

-  28.6.1883
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MATTLAND MERCURY -
SEET H--F-- R- NEWBURY
Many of  o\rr  readers wi l l  regret  to 1ea!n that  Dr Newbury,  who
for over t \ " /enty years was a resident of  Paterson, died on the

L- . - - . .  +^ F. . t : r . '  - -  wi t  I  h6 r--hFred tnarrL,L [dy rdsL vl  Lrrs wol /  Lv L, ,9rq, ,vr

owing to fa i l ing heal th,  the docto!  and Mrs Newbuiy decided
r.rpon taking a sea voyage. At the t ime of  feaving !his distr ict
the deceased gent leman appeared to be suffer ing f lom a cold
which af ter l rards took the form of an at tach of  bronchi t is ,and
culminated in inf lammation of  the 1un9s.. . . .  Dr Newbury was
h,r-ra. l  i r  iFc c6:  r tF. :h.- iF 

^ '  
thF wFssal  rFldino the

bLrr ia-L service In a very sofemn and impressive narner.  DLlr ing
Dr Neubury 's long residence at  the Paterson he took an act lve
part  in church natters and i t  wi l l  be remembered that pr ior  to
rhe docLor 's depar!ure he and l '4rs NewbLrry rdere !he rectprents
of a couple of  addresses from the residents of  the distr ict .

MATTLAND MERCURY _ 14.7.1883
SAD NEWS:
The sao and star! f rng nel ts. . .  .  Concern. ing the ear l  y h istory
of the deceased, we are but very l i t t le acquanted, but f rom
what we have heard,  h is coloniaf  exper ience has been of  a
raLher chequered characLer.  In the f i rsL insEance, the snip
Lha! he lef t  England in was wrecked, and tne doctor ndrrovr lv
escaped \r i !h his I  i  fe,  .Leav. ing hjr  to begin his colonial  caleer
ni th f i t t le else besides the clothes he wore, and for some

h:\ .F h:d t -  e_ -  r - .16 '^"  .  -  i  "^ l  i  hood,

But some years af ter  h- is arr ival  hele he was the fortunate
16^i^ront 
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l rere dispel led about two years ago, rrhen Mrs Newbury came out
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f rom England to be marr ied to him; but i t  seems that coloniaf

l i fe and cf imate dld not qui te meet the v ie\ ts of  that  lady'

hence thei l  voyage to the ofd home' Dur ing his th i r ty.years

iesiaence in t ; i ;  d istr ict  he made many fr iends'  who lament

his decease. ' {e was In nany wa}s !aLhei  eccentr-c '  bul  had

a kind and generous hear! '  and hrs many klnd and char i table

acts,  rnany of  
" t - r i . t t  

are unknown to people generaLfy. '  wl11

not soon Le forgotten. He was also l iberal  in church matters '

u"J !u"u Li lerai ty to his own and other churches -  in th is

i""pJ. t  i t .  wi l l  b;  g ieat ly missed in theconmunity -  indeed

evei  s ince his departure we have fel t  that  in many \ ' rays lhere

is a vacant place in our community which wi l l  be very hard

indeed to f  i1 l .
-'------.-

t ranspor ied to the conservators,  Internat ional  conservat lon

i . r" i i .= Pty Ltd at  Chatswood where i t  wi f l  be restored

""a 
pi" ."a in a doubfe-sided display case and:n r : t : rn to

Paterson wi l l  be on permanent dl ip l ly  in the cour l  Roon of

the Museum.
i ; ;  l ; ; r ;ay is great lv indebted to the Newcast le Branch of

tn" ao=tr" i i "n 6""ot"11" ' "  and Fine Arts society which v iewed

i i ra U"t t . r"r  at  the Regional  Museum on Monday'  15 November '

tgg:  ana contr ibuted 5700.OO towaids the cost of  a conservat ion

dssessment and di  sPlay proglalnme.
Two State Government grant;  were received dur ing 1995:

S5000 from the Dept.  of  Urban Affairs & Pfanning 1n the

o.fui t . .nt ' "  t ]er i iage Assistance Programme for 1995' /96 and

S3'0OO from the l , l in i ; t ry of  Arts '  conservators have est imated

the cost for  reslorat i ;n and display to be around $10'000'
i i  i r  nop.a the short fa l l  on the qr ioted pr ice wi l f  be met f rom

other so;rces by the t ime the work is cornpleted'
The sociely is indebted to Bi l l  Anderson who has taken tne

banner to the coDservators and wi l l  col lect  i_t  when the work

undertaken wi l l  be cornpleted within s ix months'

NCHESTEF UNl TY INDEPf,@:

@1s rare banner l : :_! : : l

MESSRS t^IARREN HAMILTON

co

l4erchanls and Sh 1Ps Chandlers
SYDNEY TOWN 1852

RULES FOR THE CLERICAL ST4!!
EXTRACTS )

2 On the recommendat ion of  the Governol  of  th is Cofony,

this f i r .n has reduced the houls of  wolk,  and the Cler icaf

Staf f  wi l l  now only have to be present belween the hours

of 7am and 6pm on \ , /eekdays. The Sabbath is for  Worship,

buL shoLr ld any I4an-of  War or otner vessel  requlre v icLudl l ing

the Cler: ica1 Staf f  wi l f  work on the Sabbath.

l0 Now that the hours of  business have been drast ical ly reduced

the partaking of  food is al lowed between 11.30am and noon,

but work wi l l  not ,  on any account,  cease.
(Thir teen new rules in al l  -  Lhe others just  as generousl  )
THE OWNERS HEREBY RECOGNISE THE GENEROSITY OF THE NEW LABOUR
L.AW' BOT WTLLEXPECTA GREAT RISE IN THE OUTPUT OF I, ' iORK TO
COMPENSATE FOR THESE NEAR UTOPIAN CONDITIONS.


