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AU STRAL I  A r945-1995REMEMBERS

The Austral ian womens Land Army t lhose members assisted in keeping
farms and propert ies funct ioning dur ing the Second world War,  has this
year recei ;ed of f ic ia l  recogni t ion by way of  a medal for  each member ' '
iheir  work released men from the farms to jo in the services and also
their  labour kept the food f lowing to the c iv i l ian popufat ion and the
arned forces- Theirs was an important iob and recogni t ion was slow
1n comlng.

The Land Army was formed in 1942 out of  the necessi ly for  food
product ion to be kept going aDd to enabfe grr ls to take the pLace of
men on the land. At f i rst  the farmers and others incl l ld ing some
Pol i t ic ians had doubts about the gir ls '  abi l i ty  to do the heavy work
and handle horses which did most of  the farm work but dur ing lhe next
four years the Land Army women proved their  worth and their  capabi l i t ies
to th;  country.  Unfortunately in 1942 the land Army was not given any

Off ic ia l  status l ike the othe; Womens Services and af though they tr ied

at the t ime to be recognised 1942 was not the t ime to persist  as the

Government had more pressing War matters- Hor ' rever 7 l -h is lack of  status
nas to have i ts ef fect  at  the end of  the war.

Our member Mabs Keppie was a Land Army gir t ,  jo in ing in August '

1942 and discharged at  the end of  the war in December,  '1945 a per iod

of 3 years and 4 months- She io lned rv i th her tno s isters Tvy and
char l ; t te and therr  exper ience! wele typical  of  most gir ls who decided

to leave the comfort  of  their  homes and famif ies and their  jobs'  of len

in the Ci ty,  to take on a very di f ferent Li fe as their  contr ibut ion
to the war ef for t .

Al though i t  was cal le i l  'Army'  i ts  structure \ tas di f ferent to

the osual  army services- I t  had no Off icers onLy Supervisors and.

where appl ica6le Matrons, al l  the ginfs were on the one Level '  They
\,r . . "  .oppLi"a wi th work uni forms and 

"  
xnat i  Dress l rnr i form nhich \ tas

simitar_io the Austral ian womens Army service (AWAS) but wl th a di f feren'

hat badge. Stars on the uni form showed years of  service and Chevrons

indicat ;d an expel ienced worker but did not create a higher rank'

Discipl ine i " r .= 
"dtnini=t" .ed 

but that  too was done in a di f ierent way'

rhe mi in di f fer :ence, however,  was the girLs were paid by the farmers

and this too caused a stumbl ing block to their  of f ic ia l  recogni t ion
'r '  

- r  the war.

when Mabs and her t l to s isters jo ined the Land Army they were

asked , ,can you mi lk a co!r? ' ,  As they ner:e country girLs reared on the

fand at  Woodburn thev chorused "Yes, we can" '  They were assigned to
'  

u SL".p Stat ion 'Boo;bu1a'  at  wanganel la hal fway between Deni l iquin

and Hav, a far  crv f r .om the Dairy Farm they expected'  The Manager was

" 
=r]v- i " . -" ta on i t re drr ivaL of  Lhe three young wolnen he took to his

bed iather than face them- His fatherr  the o! ' rner of  lhe property '

set t led the gir ls to their  tasks unt iL Mr- wi l f red recovered and took

The stat ion covered 66,000 acres wi th 43 paddocks'  a1L naned-

which the gir ls had to guickLy learn.  Ivy mi lked th.o house col ts ano

looked af ter  the garden ruhi le-  Char lot t t  und t t tbt  worked \ t i th the Sheep'

." . f ' r  g i . f  having i  horses as they rode long distances'  The thunder

of  th6 horses h6oves ear ly in the mor.ning as the rouseabout on the

qreat welsh Cob, Mickey, i rought the horses in l tas the s ignaf for  the

days work to begin.

THE AU STRAL I  AN l lOI lENS LAND ARMY
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The oraner of  th is property \ tas reputed to be gui te wel l  of f ,
h is tu i fe Lived in Melbourne and he wouLd dr ive his RolLs Royce rei th
a charcoal  burner on i t  doinn to v is i t  her-  Mabs also remembe!:s a v is i t

on New Year:s El 'e of  GeneraL BLaimev and his Chaplain.

Ivy was there for  s ix months and then transferred to a mixed
S1-a1- ion a1- Harden l rhere she stayed unt i l  January,  1946, af ter  the war '
A few months af ter  Ivy had gone the owner 's i t i fe v is i ted f rom tr leLbourne
and seemed to th ink Mr.  wiLfred (her only son) was a bi t  too f r iendly

' , . ' i th the Land Army gir ls so they kere no longer reguired'  Char lot te
l . ras sent to the Canberra area but unfortunately became iL1 and was later
d i  scharged on nedical  grounds-

The qir ls,  on io in ing the Land Army, were glven a service book

which sei  o i t  th" i .  e; t i t le;ents,  c lothing and eguipment issued as ! , 'eI l

asarecordoftheirservice,datesseni : tovar iousposi t ions'hof idays
etc.  Mabs st l fL has parts of  her uni form issued l thr le a member '  This

Book instructed the gir ls on their  conduct and their  d l r t ies which were

outside rural  work on farms al though they could perform other worK

connected with Rural  product ion,  a;d in iact  some Land Army gir ls worked

indoo(s s rcn ds a _ th '  Syd'r 'y  Fog Board.

The Farmers also had responsibiLi t ies as lo the hoors and type

of work,  4B hours per week/ no housekeeping ! ' rork vras to be includedr

accommodat ion was to be a required minimum standard and at  least  one

other woman had to l ive on lhe proper ly '

Most of  the gir ls bi l feted on the farms were treated 1- ike one

of the fami ly but u; for tunately there were employers who di ' l  not  apprec

iate the workers and . tp". laa ' far  too much trom lnem' more than the

regulat ions stated and i : reateal  the gar ls more l ike servants part icuLar ly

cegardino hoLrsehoLd chores'

Mabs discovered this af ter  she lef t  wanganelLa and was sent to

a mixed Stat ion 'Arrowf ie l ; '  i t  lerry 's erai"s '  There \ tere sheep'  500

pigs and lvheat and tne work was vely_hard'  .  
The two,previous Land-Army

gir ls onLy Lasted three months becaise of  the condi t ions'  Mabs also

complained and Headql lar ters sent ler  a rai l  t icket  wi th instruct ions

io Leave immediately-  No other Land Army member was sent to that  Jer:ry s

Plains p 'operLY.

gr isbane Grove, Paterson was the next place for Mabs in November

1e43 
"" ; ;  

i ; ; * ; ; ' ' ; ; ; - ; " ; i ; ;  iami lv whi le Mrs'  Par ish had a babv'  rh ls

*"a-.  a" i iV-r"rm and Mabs handmilked the cows'  ! ' rorked with draugi l t  i rorses

and did aLt the thangs 
""" ; ; ; ; - ; ; ; ;  

on a dairv farm including a vegetabLe

a"iaa.-  
- rh"t"  

" . t  
a- l i9 rni lk 'str ike on whi le Mabs'was there but they

i i i i i "n"a-t"- . l r r .  t r l "  . i * . - iv  r ' " "a " 'a 
pour the mi lk down.the 9I i l l - -^

; ;a; ;  ; i i  ihe haral . -work.  navt ignt  saving was in so many. lare-evenrngs

i i . " - .  p. .a 
-q"al i "q ' in"  nay i -n '  - rypieal  of  a 

-day.at-Br isbane 
Grove as

the fol lo,r ing entry 1n ner J iary- '_- 'eoss away this- tnorninq'  Mrs'  Par lsh

and r  miLked- r  took the ni ik - to the road on the sl ide \ t i th oLd Bloss'

i " i  .  i " " l - " r  
"" t . -  

chippea melon vines'  
-Beans 

are up'  cut  anotner

load of  corn af ter  tea'  a"Vo11t i " ' i f l " r  ! " i th. the. farm at Br isbane Grove

wouLd know to get the rniLx" i" l - i r rc: i "des crossing.the Rai lway l ine'  dolrn

the hi1I ,  over Tuckers t r : "" i_" ta_-"p the hi11 to the corner where the

mi lk stand used to 1. ,  t r i ' " l i i t  hoise and sl ide -  no i ractor in tnose

days, and maklng sure no miLk spi l led f rom the cans'

Meat,  Breaal  and other suppl ies were obtained from paterson l luE

to get to paterson Mabs would r ide a horse to the end of  the Rai lway
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Bridge, r , ra lk across the Br idge and uo j -o the Bakehouse to get four lar :ge
Lin odv-S. -  -n .o Eh- B -1 

6,S 9t  .ng dl l  ier  oLr chdses jc o Stoar
baq ro -ar,  oac\  o -r  c: '  B doe- ne bo ot  En6 o- iLwo\ gaLes ^o, ld
knolr  nhen a t ra in was due and i f  i t  ! . /as safe to cross so i t  was a sfower
tr ip goingr back but coming over to Paterson had to be a bi t  speedy as
theie was nowhere to go i f  a t ra in came onto the Br idge-

Free t ime for the Land Ar.my gir ls r{as Saturday af ternoon and
Sunday and i ras usualLy spent doing their  washing and t idyrng their  roomi
etc.  There were usuaLly Pictures to go to or tennis to play- Some
pLaces had dances or other funct ions to raise roonev for the War ef for t .

When Mrs- Par ish was again f i t  ior  r"rork Mabs was sent to a
Sheep and catt le Stat ion at  lake cargel l igo.  They were very k ind people
and;o heavy inork was expected of  her-  She looked af ter  chooks, mi lked
the house c; t rs and gardening- Again her d.rary reveals the type of  t tork
done 'Fi l ted r . /heat bin,  got  logs.  Planted out 108 let tuce pLantsT
chipped around peas and onions- Cut a bi t  of  wood. Ploughed out rabbi t
burrows'

Mabs'  story is typical  of  the many Land Army gir ls and l ike
some others she r lmained in the Country,  marr ied Bi l l  Keppie and
sett led at  'Glen Lossie '

Af ter  the war ended the Land Army gir ls were almost forgotten'
The Victory March took place throughout the Country on lOth June'  1946

and in Sydney i :he gir ls marched behind the Boy Scouts '  In Br isbane

they weri  re iused permission to March. other places such as Newcast le

thet/  d id march- For.  for ty years they k 'ere refosed-permission to

*u.Lh in the sydney Anzac Day Procession but in 1985 permission to

march v/as f  inal lY given.

Ten years later in 1995 Fi f ty years af ter  the end of  the { ' lar

the Land Army women ale proud to receive and l tear a Medal in

recogni t ion i f  t t - t . i t  service to their  country in i ts t ime of  greatest

needl  Unlortunately i t  has come too Late for  those gir ls who have
'rpassed on -

we, too,  are pror. ld that  our Country has at  last  acknowledged

this contr ibut ion mabe by Mabs, her s isters Ivy and char lot te and the

thousands of  g i r ls  l ike them and the Austral ian womens Land Aimy wiLl

be remembered with grat i tud€ along \ t i th the other Services'

Source: cir ls wi th Grl t Jean Scott  (Al fen Unwln )
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FROM OUR ARCH IVES
Above photo sho\rs
PATERSON by Mr l ' i
in wl , l l  l9 l4 -  18

the unvei l ing of  the SOLDIERS
fepp ie rnr comFrero_or i  no chose

WAR MEMORIAL.
who had served

IIALTLqND MIPCURY I , .8. ]O22 -
H s-or ic.  n l9n.Li9hLs f  om a

* Off ic ia l  unvel l ing took Place Sunday l3-8. I922
* weather good -  At tendance " fu l lY 500 people"
* Monument erected on easi :ern pol t ion of  Paterson Park Ht 'L5feet
* Mr Henty Corner,  president of  Soldiers '  Memorial  Commit tee

Pres ided -*  Music suppf ied by Mait land Federal  Band
* Mr Wi l l iam Keppie Snr removed vei l  (Mr w Keppie was

father of  Pte Arthur E Keppie \ tho was the f i rst  Locaf lad to

enl ist-  He was also the f i rst  Local  soldier to be ki l led in

act ion 26. 4.19L5 the day af ter  the landing at  GafI ipol l )
*Monr.rment erected by Messrs J J Edstein & Sons with credi t
*  The nonument,  incfuding the new surrounding fence cost

120, th is debt c leared before the unvei l ing ceremonY cLosedaboLr!  |

THURSDAY - JACK SULLIVAN
very comprehensive coverage of  the

Project  took over tvro years to conplete
Honour Rol l  on the northern face berng headed wiLh

of Sister cann (  Sister Amy Cann of  Vacy)
A Memoraf Service was held that  n ight at  St  Paul 's to

a capacrty congrega c ron
* A l is t  of  a l l  subscr ibers tso the bui ld ing fund was l is ted
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