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Attendance f igures increased greatly in october when glouP
vis i ts f rom members of  the Veteran car Club of  Austral ia,
Nevcastle Farni ly History Group and Cessnock I l istorical Society
vis- i ted the museum. This,  together wi th over 400 vis i tors to
our 20 Anniversary open Day on SePtember l -L has real lY kept
us on our toes.

LES DARCY - IIARRY BOYLE CONNECTION
The recent publ icat ion by Peter Fenton on the l i fe of  Les
Darcy \ ras dedicated to PHS Li fe Menber,  Harry Boyle OAM. The
book launching took place at  the Rugby Union CIub, Sydney,
wheie Haray had a most enjoyable t ine s lgning copies of  the
book for some of his Rugby Unio.r  Test Hetoes.



64om the

:[Dri 0B_::HELLO to members as we meet
for the fast  t ime in 1-094.
l lherae has the Year gone? I t
seems only Yesterday that l te

' teae looking for ' tard to a ne$
year wi th al l  the hope 1t  brangs,

manv have been real ised, many
dasied, br l t  a New Year is around

lde corne! !  !

OL o 20En ANI ' -LVfRSIRY.

The .eceni  Open Day held at  the l luseum to celebrate the socieLY's
Anniversary bought back many rnemories to our FcLrndat ion l lembers,  and
to those whose interest  in the Society has lasEed throughout tne yeal :s.

In 1973 a smal l  group of  to l tnsfolk met in the School  of  Arts to
r^^r .  i^r^ Fh- 

^^ccihi  
l i rw 

^!  
r^-- i - -  ^racarve PaLerson's

histor ic image. None of  us had been involved in such a group before
but the convenor of  the meetrng, Mr.John l lo i thcott  enthusiast ic about
the project ,  and soon convinced us that i t  was a feasible prolect .
Unfortunately business took the Northcott  fami. Iy awaY from Paterson
oelo_e Lne socieEy ful  ly  cane in! .o bei  r  g.

l , ie had no real  guidel ines to work on.. .  except to cof fect  Photo-
graphs of  Paterson as i t  was in the ear ly days, old stor ies,  papers

;nd any other memorabi l l ia of  Paterson in bygone days. At th is t lme
we hacl  no place for meet ings except the Schoof of  Arts,  and nol thhere
!o soEre lhe maEerial  ,  excepE lhe Secrelary 's home'

The young society was incredibly lucky that the Dungog shire Counci l
ar  chis l ine oEfered the courE House Eo anY grouP i r  PaLerson wiI l ing
to use i t  and take care of  the bui ld ing. . .  so at  last  ere had a home
to display ihe mount ing number of  i tems which were being donalec.

t \ ie had chosen the nane, the Paterson Preservat ion Society lo
be koown by,  but th is l tas changed to the present one when i t  became
evident the townspeoPle nolt thought there l tas a ready-made pool of
f ree labour and money to preselve ihei !  o ld homes.

l ' Iho of  us can ever forget the exci tenent that  Saturday Aftelnoon
4th Nov.,  1974 when ou! local  Par l iamentary replesentat ive,  i4r '
Mi l ton Morr is and } l rs.  i l lorr is ar.r ived by v intage car to perform the
Off ic ia l  opening ceremony. They we.re gieeted by gent lemen in formal
at t i re of  yesteiyear,  complete wi th top hats,  beared gent lemen,
(grown esplc ia l l i  for  the occassion) and ladies in bust les and
ci inol in iowns (dourtesy l4ai t land Reporary Society) ,  and a goodly

crowd of  ie l f -wishers.  fhe t l to bott le-brush t lees at  the f ront of
the bui td ing ! ,7ere planted by } l r .  Morr is and i '1r .  John Hawley,  then
President oi  the nungog Shire Counci l .  L ike the society they have
grown steadi ly,  som6t i t "= struggl ing along, and then burst ing into
d'a^tFr a. f iwi fv for  a oer iod,  but now wel l  estabf ished and con-
t  l  nurng lo grow.

The ambit ion of  the society had only ever been a s imple one" '  .
to col lect  Paterson's \ t r i t teo and photogr:aphed history and present at

in a s imple readable manner,  and to help the many people who cane
asking for help in thej-r  search for forebears who had l ived in the
area generat ions ago. The doors of  the Mruseum have kept open each

suodai  to welcome vis i tors,  whether they be just  browsing or looking

for infor:mat ion.

However,  tames cnange and new members br ing new idels so that the

overal l  image of  the l " luseum has a much higher prof i le,  more in keeping

with today' !  concept of  t r luseum Exhibi t ions'  Having received several

covernmenl s] .ants for  mainiainance on the bui ld ing,  and af ter- lots of



hard work by members,  as \ te l1 as piofessional  advice and bui lders

ski l led in ivor,< on histor ic bui ld ings,  ne now have a landmark in

Paterson lvhich catches evely eye and br ings much favourable comment '

iv lay t i . le next twenty years and more br ing fur iher proqress and

prosper i ty to the Society.

MEETING COi'1FORT !

A great lmprovement came about recent ly in the Court  Room Sect ion

"f  
lh i  l tu. . , . t rn i  - .  an improvement mosi  not iceable on meet ing nights

of the Soc i  ety.

Previously,  no matter how interested one was in proceedings'

we l iould f ln-c l  ourselves wr iggl inql  and squirminq to f ind a more

comfortabLe spot on those h; ;d wooden seats '  Then a suggest ion was

*"a" 
" t  

u meei ing to see i f  r ' /e could not get some cushions for the

seals.  No aooner l tas Ene suggest ion ma' Ie than one ot  our newesl

members,  Esme l , leehan, k indly of fered to see about the matter '

rn no t ime at  a l l  her c lever f ingers had made padded seat ing

for those hard bences. l tow meet ing is more col tLfortable anq enjoy-

abLe for.  a l l .  Our very s incere thanks, Esme! l  '

PAUI-NE Y CLEM CNTS
EDITOR

?tr(r(eo'.



Paterson Oranges
Conhbured by Clnthia Hunler

We all know that in the past splendid omnges grew in the Upper Paterson Valley.
There is little visual evidence today to indicate how important omnge orchards were to
the district in those days.

The establishment ol a Department of Agriculture in the late nineteenth century
enabled fa.mers to obtain good advice about;ethods and crops if problems arose- In
the 189Os, the Departmenihad a 'fruit expert', a Mr Albert Bensoa. Also in the 1890s.
the orange growers of the Upper Paterson, Allyn and Williams Rivers had a severe
problem-wh-ereby many of thiir trees were either dying or deteriolating. Nomerous
ivere the opinions about the cause of the Problem. In November 1893' Mr Benson was
called upon for his.

The disease that destroyed the trees in the Paterson district was called Mal di
Goma, foot rot, collar rot, bark disease ol gum disease Thecause was maioli want of
drainage. permining lhe accumulation of stagnant waler. This destrcyed the fine fibrous
roors a"nd breventedthe proper assimilation of nulrients b] tbe tree FermeDtation ofthe
sao also oicurred along with rhe exuding of gum from the bark general ly at or trear the
surface of lhe $ound. Jhe disease destroled the bark and ring barked lhe tree.
Another causetas injury to the tree faor-n a haarow or olher implemetrt. itrjudicious
irri sation or the after effects of floods.

- The Upper Paterson and Williarns districts fared badly in the early 1890s from
three of fouiionsecutive years whetein record floods devastaled extensive arca of
asricultural and cultivation land. The cause of the subsequent failule of onnge crops
niav well have been an aftermath of this excessive rainfall.

- Whether or not Mr Benson's advice was able to arrest the problem I dod't know'
Further floods caused great losses in 1894, so that t.ee losses may have continued for
some time. However, Eenson left us a descriPtion of the state of the oaange orchards of
the district as he foufld them at the time of his visit - October 1893.

Leaving Sydney by the lorthem mail ... I proceeded direct to Gresford, and
examined thJoringe;es;f M. Doyle, at Clevedon, and Mrs Parkes, widow of the late
Dr Parkes, at Lewfusbrook. The ftrst mentioned is at preseDt in the occupatiotr of Mr
Jas Bovdell. and thou it is in a very Deglecled and untidy slate and shows tbe disastrous
effectiof flood and of a heavy frost- ihe rees. except being covered wirh lichens and
showing a good deal ofdead wood. were generally souDd at lhe roo(.

I;the" case of the Irwinsbrook orangery, ho*ever, the effects of the disease have
been most disasttous, all the fine seedling trees being eDtirely deshoyed. atrd otrly the
old worked hees which are on common lemon rools and planted oo the lightest and best
drained soils are alive. These old tlees are nearly seventy yeals old' aod were Platrted
bv the late doctor's brotber. being obtained by him from Parramana. The trees though
sill b€ariog fairly well begin to show sigls of age. and the fruit thou oot.of firsl clsss is
noted for its shiooine aualities. beiog superior in this respect to tie seedll0g Itult.

lo Mn Parices-oiangery the la;d;n *hich fte seedling lrees have died is a stiif
loam with a clay bottom tt idepth of two feet. lt is very level and heavy rains or flood
waters lie otr the laDd for some time ... Water stagnates round tbe roots as tbere rs no
sub drainage, a few timber draias laid years ago being now worthless. 

-
In th; pfeparatioo of the land before planting iI was all sPaded two sp-its dee?

tsoiu: lenstb'of i  spade blade, used as a meaiure of depth in diggjng). the surface soil
Ueing ptaied in th; bottom and the heavier soil brought to the top' The olchard was
cultiiited with horses, aad as a consequence the roots were forced dowD to the bottom
spit r*ring otr the clay, where for some years till they got down to the level of the
sLgoant witer tbey did remarkably well and brought il handsome tetums, but with the
recant excessively wet seasols, and the roots being more of less in the stagnant water.
the trees rapidly developed Mal di Coma, and are dead



From Gresford I went to Mr H. H. Brown's' M.L A" at Coulston' noting

seveELl orangedes en route more or less afiected' and to which the remark I have made

in tf," 
"ut" 

o:t *t. C."sford omngeries apply equatly well At MJ Brown's I examined a

nuat"i of oro nu""r oranges an? other woiked treis over 5O years old,- also a number

.iun*"*"J tt"* .f variSus ages. Here the cause of the disease was also the want of

suffi cient sub-dminage.
Fiom Coulstoi I retumed to Gresford' and from there Proceeded to Patelson'

where I visited the orchards of the late Mr James Cann and those of Messrs John and

William Tucker.
TLe first-named orchard I found had suffered considenbly from the floods' but

the trees were not of a desirable variety and very much covered with lichens_ At Mr

William Tucker's I noticed a fioe patch of seedling oranges- aLso a-numberol scaflet

nnJ tttornv 
--O".iot. 

and alrtrough the orchard had suffered severely from Lhe floods'

in" , i""t '*"t" as a rule looUng ivel l .  only one or two cases of MaJ di Goma being

oi"."nL. 
-a 

lhese I olace Io the"credit of the f loods. as 0o fault ctn be found with lhe

hrainage, rhe soils being a Darur' :r i  ly diained alLuvial ofgreatdeplh 
-.

Er VrJonn Tuc[er's I speot a cotrsiderable l ime and carefulty compared the

seedling oranges and trees. and trees worked ftom seedlings. with worked lrees from

Lurnt. ir-J 
" 'r*";"s, 

and the result was certainly not f laitering to the Cumberland
nurseryman. The seeding trees and the trees locally worked from seedlings \ ere

.uo.;6. io .u.rv *uv ro ft te Cumberland trees borh in size. vigour and heaith and the
oualit \  andoua;d ;f lhe fruit.  MrTucker was debating ttc advisabil iq ol diSgtngup
il  rbJCumberlandtrees and planting local trees in rheir places'

What I advocate in the case of iotending planters in this districl is to plant the

"o-aor, 
1"-oo as a stock, and on it work tlie buds ol grafts taken from the finest

ouaiiiv seedline trees that can be obaioed. as by this means a good type of fruil will be

lniurla, 
"oa 

i i  is more rel iable than rhe Pla;t iog of seedliogs Sh-o-uld seedlings

howevei be wished, always select the finest quality fruits ftom the healthiest and most
productive kees, so that by s€lection you will probably grow trees equal to ano rn some

aases suDerior to the parent tree.
Tde secret of sirccess in o€nge culture depends very largely on havin-g the trees

Dlanled iD thoroughly drained land. atrd i f  tbe drainage does oot eKist Darural l) '  r t  musl

Le applied anficialli. the best sysLem being rile drainage. .
" ln ..r. .ul of 16. orchards visi led, I D;rcd that the trees w ere covered with l icbens

which. as thev derive most of their nourishment from the host platrt' have a bad effect

on the trees on which they are growing. They are easily remov-e-d by spraying.the trees

*itiig;.d"; 
-i*tt.i 

--1tut& tl" u-l".ttone in 4 gallons of ho! water' and 4 lbs of

l ime in 2 sal lons of water. Wten cool. pour the I ime wash on the blueslone waler'

srrainiog tEe I ime wash whilst pouring tbrough a f ine sieve. Add waler to make up lo

22 gallons and apply with_a spray pump)
icial but the Bordeaux mixture is moreA good coahog ol hme wasb ls Dener

efficacious.
Cultivation of the orchards and prunitr8 of lhe trees was also much neglected in

tfr" A.L"t 
^"i 

G t 
".s 

would pay for'better l"ooking after. The marketing of the fruit is
also dotre very crudelv, tbat frorn the upper disrricG of the river beiog caned loose ro

"-;^: i ; .";".^ -" ir"t 
t l .  

", ." 
i .  r" i"n in the Dickros or handling. The sooner fruirsDritrsless carts to market. No care is iD tbe pickiog or handling-The sooner fruit

giowin realise that fruft .P^J" Y:tl T..,:1.,"j1t_!11*:9"-ad-n F,:F';}:
readily it

iviil seil and the uetrer wiil 6e the furure for a successful expon fruit

Principal references:

'Our Orange Trees', D unPoR Chronicle' l0 Octobe. l8
'Orange C-ulture'. Dun gog ehronicle. 2l November I89J. p3

COVER: staf f  and growers at  Auckett 's  c i t rus packing shed'

I -T-o n laur ie Margr.ret ,  George sa1es, Ern Hopson, Len Graham

Bil l  i ' ie f  ls ,  Frank Auckett ,  Jerry PhiLl ips.  Bi l I  Menger.

Goerge Marquet,  Sam Adlam - Photo 1922 -  P M c
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PHSSOCIALOUTTNGS:

EldTlER_ qIfEqrTGE-lFs .rul pq-rpso.,r srsronrcel soc.Lc,n: ru-e Mayner t  l ras a nrce m@bers lef t
the Museum to dr ive to "Turanvi l le"  -  a lovely old home nea! Scone

I ' IARTLNDALE - DE\MAN OJIINC. OCTOBfR 8 _ VAL ANDERSON
for  those ot  u@ Martrndale
Homestead, we can only wonder at  the t ime and cost invoLved in

Nor:mal ly the country in that  area woufd be fo;k in lush and green
but due to the drought,  and Winter,  i t  was not looking i ts 6est _
howeverwe al l  enjoyed our t i ip anC rrhen we arr ived for lnd our
f ive Newcast le members had beaten usl t  There was a, '1 i t t le
confusion" \^/hen \re we].e not greeted by the owner,  Elrzaoecn _
she had apparent ly hadn,t  expected us t i l l  the next day! l l !
But her husband, Jock welcomed us warmly and his son a;d gir l f r iendprovided us $/ i th a 1ove1y cup of  cof fee and cake before Jockgave us a guided tour of  the house and garden- The garden is oneof those "maglc" ones where you wander ind f ind , ,b i is  and pieces,,
in al l  k ind.  of  unexpected ptaces- We enjoyed our pi . " l .  l  . r , - r . t
rn tne sunshine on the lawn and later inspected the incerestrng
outbul ld ings.  No doubt our ear ly set t fers chose maqnif icentplaces to bui ld,  the v iew fron ihe f ront verandah 6i  , , ruranvr l fe, ,
is  marvel lous.  I  would l ike to v is i t  one day in the Spr: ing andafter \ , re have had some of that  much needed ia int  as usua- l  ,  af terone of  our Histor icaf  out ings,  we arr ived home, t i red but hapov.. .

tne outstanding restorat ion wor:k done on this qrand old homeassociated \^ ' i th the whi te Family in 1B5o_60s. I ;e were extended
another t reat  by being given a tour of  th is magnif icent home
oy lne present ouner,  Memberr Andrew Burg, al lo ived the group
to lake the or ig inal  Auct ion Sale of  property poster dated
18th March 1921 on the out ing and i t  was'we1i  i " . " i " .a ty 

" f f .Some members lhen vent on to Denman and vis i ted the o-Ld CourtHoLSe beLng cestored by a del igrcru_ and energet ic young coupLe.I{e coufd relate to their .  restorat ion \dork as i t  rvas' fot iowing
the pattern of  the nork done on our own paterson Cour!  House.



SALOME KEPPIE'S DIARY - EXTRACTS - MABS KEPPIE
OCTOBER - NOVEMBER
1868 -
1868 -

Oct 2nd- We came to l ive at  the Royaf Oak Inn-
Oct 6 El lan Noulonrs baby was stole Tuesday night,  was
founal  drolrned on Wed. morning Oct 6 1868 by W. Randles
I r  P:n; lAc i  

^-^ 
+r -

-hc 
l^-L,r^ 

^n 
c ' ,nn:v l lFh L\ /  +.^ n^1 i -o IJo

to Ma-i t land on Tuesday f2th Oct.  I  was sunrmoned to
Mait land Court  Oct 23rd.  Crown v W. Randles.
M^nd:v 4rh O-,  Andrcnr l {6n^'a s, i l6\ ,  lonnia rn, l  T ! . /on

r^ M: i r l in. l  ha 
^^6nin^ ^F 

Ealm^ra R..- ]ao

6th Nov, (Sat)  John cat 'es and fami ly the Paterson fol ]

1869

1869

r879

1886

cwrlnau I6f f  in rF^m a'1- lc F.-  - - . . .  -*  -  JOat.
25 Nov. vr  WelIs coach accider! .  l^dppened

18 91
1894
190 4

aged l0 \a,as k i l led.
WaLerEord Keopie hao ScarLeE Fevec Sepc. 28 -  certy
and i ' l i ley had i t  Oct 1st  -  Pear l  Oct.  I9th -Mary Ann
Oct.  20th -  Et ta Oct.  24th -  Salome 2 Nov. -  WaLl
lBth Nov. Percy.
Chi ldren, Wi l l  and I  went to the select ion f i rst  t ime Sat
1sr.  November,  Char ley Br 'dger sEarted ba\ ing.

f i rc l  ,  ima hJ M.c T, ' -Lo.IewvL9dIPoycu

at l4art in '  s Creek.

MAITI-AND MERCURY EXTRACTS: JA(-t- FUiJ,iVA}."141!; 
'g:.6. 

I87T

WE LOOK FOR',TARD TO A FUTURE ART]CLE I 'ROM JACK'S RESEARCH
OIJ THE HfSTORY, AND TI. IE POSSIBLE SITE OF THE WESI,EYAN

CHAPEL IN PATERSON.

'  " t  . r t \  l  .
l4/h+l P 

^ransov. 
r1/ttd.Vt//E

w+slEvl'r Ay s L 
-lLssorilrt 

lrE rlNo
-Lalt Friloy oveuiog ih6 tnqurl EitsioEalyl
ncer&s ial corneciioD yitb !h6 JYesloyt+,
Churbb-, \'sd hold io thoCoufl.hooae (*hich r*!uluribr \t4 loro ro Ldo !or&!oqe tqorcq ts

[;oa$ irgdhd. br r,bri rirrgisrretc! loi tlo bccll
sioo)t snd ih's vcry rol l  rt*odod cooridorrrs
rhs tlrv irilioootr !rat6 ot tho t.!th.!-lroE
io'rvLiiftvib*oon, l*ioc prcrrnt. Tbe cbair qd
ao"iii"a 6iJ llo Rov. -ili. Noiau: Tde cboir-
BaoJ l , !o ncv.  lur .  ju€Ir ,  lnd t t r6 r lcv.  r r r r '
hi'o'i, tuo jl"t,". 

" ".""o!ly 
arrirod Eissionit!t

frodl F' j i , tery a!Ly rddreased tho odorirgJo
'aayo&ci oti rui c',rso of bi&liotrs' Ti6 l-drr.!
x"vclr'vor! catrrraining desoriltion o( hir er'
iorlcbccrsil mi&lion'iy 

"t 
Fiji rEd orhdr plsoi,:

iu tbe odqilusion of lhe oddrcs.c6 ! cbll.olion
vaa hxlsi '5 roto of throls given lo l ls ohl i r '
nrnl t l robeiediot ioo prooounced, rnd uh{ucot irg


