
























Church 'vas situated in Church Street but St Columba's Catholic 
Church was not built until 1884. A year later. in 1885. Paterson was 
dedared a town. 

Paterson once boasted of having at least 5 hotels. The business 
section of the town consisted of 4 blacksmith shops, 4 stores. 3 boot­
makers, a tannery, 2 butchers. a bakery and 2 tailors. There were two 
steam flour mills, and across the river was n shipyard. There were water 
mills further up the river. and dov.'ll rh er. at Dunmore Blidge there was 
a big steam Hour mill- Mitchell's Mill 

The bridges tl1atlink Paterson with Maitlaml the·· Belmore" and thC' 
"Dunmort>" were not built until the 1860's. Before that the river had to 
he forded at the Old Falls at Oakhampton. 

The old road through to Gresford and Dungog has lwen n:•-routed. 
Onct' the hw;icst part of the town washy the river and tht> road which 
skirted it was called Commercial Road This was the scene of much 
activity with heavily laden bullo<:k drays, waggon-carts and can·iagcs 
rumbling over it Wages for a day's work <tround the 1870's were 4/6d. 
to 5/- for which they worked long hours am! until :3 p.m. on Saturdays. 
The coach ran from East Maitland to Paterson dail)- and the trip took llh 
hums. 

Paterson since those early days has altered It bas not gro\\.n: m fact it 
hru; regressed although it is still considered by manv to beth<' prettiest 
village in the Hunter Valley. Duling the week it quieti), the 

Coast trains and the Limited thunder through and local 
trains slop at the Station. Timber and rnilktruds and dozens of cars pass 
by. At intervals llie village ts invaded by various groups:- mtists. 
members of Historical Societies, l':ational Trust members or architect­
ural students. On Sundays and holidays. Tucker Pm·k is crowded with 
visitors enjoying the tranquil setting hcs1de the nver and roaming 
through our town, inspecting the many old buildings and browsing in 
the craft shops. 

The three Cburchcs in the tov.'ll werc all built in the nineteenth 
century and have stood the test of time. St. Anne's Presb}telian Church 
was the first to be built, in 1840. St. Paul's Church of Englantl was 
completed in 1845 and is in the process of being reno\atcd ami u·stor­
ed. Our own St Columba's Church was consf'cratcd on 21 December. 
1884, and so of course this is a very special time for our mellow old 
Churvh as it celebrates its Centenary in this year of 198-t With all the 
activity seen at the Church in recent months.. after years of ucgiPct, the 
whole of the Paterson t·ommunity must realise that this is an important 
year for llie Catholic Church at Paterson. 



Gresford Parish 

\\ e ha' c been unahl!:' a:. > ct, to oht<un a great deal of history regard­
ing thc earl} y!:'ars of Gre:.ford Parish. but we art> hopdul that in the 
}l'ars to come a more deta1lcd account may he researched and 
written. 

The Paroch1al D1strict of Grcsford h<l1> four churches:- The first 
Sacred Heart Church at Summer Hill was buill of timber and \\a:. 
ope-ned he-fore- 1841 ItwaHhen rebuilt m bnckand opened in 1913. St. 
Helen\ Church at Crc-sford W<l1> opened in 1867. Sl Paul'~ Church al 
Glc-ndonhrook 111 1RR9 and St C:olw11ba's C:hurch at Pat!:'rson wa~ 
opene-d in 1884. 

In the first diTC·ctory of the- Australian C:hurch, published i u 1841 by 
the famous W \ . Duncan. foundation editor of th<' first(' ttholic nc\\ s­
paper, "The Au.,tral~ian Chromde", we find the following report:- .. At 
Paterc;on there is also a wooden chapel roofecl and a \t.'T}" excellc-nt 
hmlding. t·osl t 150. Mr. Kc-ily <md \lr. Clarke gave three acres ofland to 
thb chun·h. \\ hich contains near I} 300 persons." The numher of Cather 
lit's at Paterson al that time, was reported to be 120 with 10 Comm uni· 
cants. This report would refer to thr first Sacre-d Heart Church at 
SUJnmer Hill. 

SL Helen':. Chur<:h at Grcsford was opened on 5 October.I867, and 
the occa.,ion was given full coverage b} the :\1aithmd Mercury of the 
d<IV Hbhop James '\.1urray \\as present for the High \1a:.s and blcssmg 
of the Church. Hever<'nd M. Dovlc was celebrant with Reverend P. 
Phelan and ReH'rend \V Stone acting as d!:'acon and suh-dea<·on. The 
choir from St. John's Cathedral, \ laitlancl, wt>re present and under thr· 
··guidance of\lr. J. Brodc-ru:k c\ecutcd the music in their aceustomed 
finished style. Aft(•r the first gosp<'l, the- Vene-rable Archdeacon 
\1cEnroe. from S\Clnev. preached an appropriate and instructi'e 
scm10n. The Bi:>hop then gave the usual indulgences of forty days. A 
collection was made h) Father Ph dan and \ lr Doyl<'. wh ich we be-Iii:'' e 
was satisfactory. At the end of the ma:.s a brief financial ~tatem!:'nt wa~ 
m,tde by Father Phelan. showing in a rough wa) the receipts and 
C\penchturc in connection witJ1 the church. lie pa<;sed a h1gh e ulogium 
on 1\tr. MacCom1ac~ for presentin~ the site and £100 as a donation. and 
on Mr. Doyle. Ius sorHn-lav •. for his donation of£50. and for his untiring 
exertions about this new Church 

,\ftcr the religious ceremonies had t·oncluded his Lordship, the 
ckr~ and th<' majont~ of the congregil.lion adjourned to a magnificc-nt 
luncheon. prepared for them by \frs. Doyle and some lad~ friends. W C' 

have seldom seen a rcp.tst of this kmd cqu,illed for profusion and 
C'lt'gance. the \\ines. produced in tl1e dL~lrict bv Mr. Glennv. were 
particularly commc-ntt'd on The gue~ts. nW1lbering some hundreds. 
appeared determined to do ample justi<'e to the delicacies prepart'd for 
UH!m. a•td wtu n wc- add that man~ of them arne some ten or twent~ 
miles. Lhh des1re on their part wa~ perft'ctly natural. 



The Chainnan brought thC' proceedings to a close by giving the toast 
to 'The Choir of St. John's, West Maitland', the members of which had 
always shown their willingness to give their services on occasions of this 
kind, and had that day givC'n substantial proof of it, by coming twenty­
eight miles, though tmaccustomed to rough it through the bush. In 
connection with this toast he begged to mention the name of \1r. 
Thomas Hyndes, a member of the choir, and also contractor for their 
new church. He said ~lr. Hyndes had given great satisfaction about the 
building of the new church. He also spoke highly and humorously of the 
versatility of Mr. Hyndes' talents, whether on the cricket ground, or on 
the river. whether at the head of the fire brigade, or driving a preciou.~ 
cargo along a l1ard bush road, whether erecting the material building of 
a church, or chanting the music of Mozart. About this stage of the 
proceedings a splendid thunderstonn broke over the scene, and whilst 
tending to drown the eloquence of the speakers, also cooled the abnos­
phcre. and made the evening an agreeable one for the return 
home." 

A sequel to the St. John's Choir visit to Gresford was reported in the 
"Newcastle and Maitland Catholic Sentinel":-

"A stom1 was gathC'ring when they left Cresford. and the parish priest 
did his best to prevail on them to delay their departure till it had 
passed." The Choir members ignored this and set out for home. They 
were caught in the stonn and the members, drenched to thC' skin. had to 
seek shelter as best they could. "They would never be taken for the 
joyous party that only a few short hours before had awakened the 
echoes by their singing as they sped along towards Gresford. ·• Thh visit 
wa~ sadly remembered b} the Choir, a~ one of the members, Miss Helen 
Broderick developed pheumonia, and died as a result, a month latC'r. 

St Columba's Church at Paterson was opened on 21 December, 
1884. It was built by Mr. Morris of East Maitland, the contractor for the 
foundations and Mr. Coleman who did the brickwork. The total cost of 
the work was to be about £400. 

On 11th September, 1884, the Maitland Mercury reported:-

"The size of the edifice is to be 40ft by 20ft The preparations for the 
f(mndation are now in process, and it is expected that the ceremony of 
laying the foundation stone or first brick \viii take place, in a week or so. 
It is not definitely announced that such a ceremony will take place, but 
it is thought that such an opportunity of making a collection will be 
made." 

The building apparently progressed quite we'll and the Mercury was 
able to report on Thursday, 13 .1\ovember, 1884:-
"This new edifice is making rapid progress. The brick work appears to 
be completed, and good progress ha~ been made with the roof, hence 
completion may be expected shortly. The prominent situation and 
omate architecture of the structure will make it, when finished, quite 
an ornament to our tow11. WC' shall endeavour to furnish some particu-
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Iars when we report the opening, &c. A ball in aid of the building fund, is 
to take place tomorrow night in the School of Arts." 

On 13 Decemher,1884, an announcement in the Mercury indicated 
that the Consecration of the new Church would take place:-

" His Lordship the Bishop of Maitland will Solemnly Bless and Open the 
New Catholic Church lit Paterson at Eleven O'Clock Mass Sunday, 
December 21st. The choir of St. John's Cathedral, West Maitknd, will 
attend." 

On 3 Janullry, 1885, a report was in the Sydney paper "The Express" 
regarding the opening and consecration of the new Church:-

"The ceremony of solemnly blessing and opening the new Church of St. 
Columba at the Paterson, was performed by his Lordship the Right 
Reverend Dr. Murray on Sunday week. There was a large nwnberofthe 
Catholics of the district present to witness the proceedings, which were 
of an interesting and imposing nature. The Bishop was assisted in the 
performance of his duties by the Very Reverend P. Hand, V.G., and the 
Reverend Fathers Dwyer and Darcy. The new structure, which oc­
cupies a prominent position is of brick on cement foundation, 40 by20 
feet inside. It is of Gothic design with lancet windows, and elaborately 
ornamented with embellishments in wood and cement outside. The 
intern<il arrangements are all that can be desired, and altogether the 
Church forms quite an ornament to the town. The singing on the 
occasion was of a first-class character, the local choir having been 
strengthened hy several members of St. John's Cathedral Choir, Mait­
land The swn subscribed in aid of the new building amounted to over 
.£70." 

At this stage we know very little regarding the history of those early 
days. We do know that Father Michael Kiernan {1911-1939) used to 
travel down from Cresford in a horse and sulky initially and then 
acquired a one seater Dodge car towards the end of his stay at Cresford 
The Church had the porch and sacristy area built on around the early 
1900's to provide overnigh t accommodation for the priest, if nec­
essary. 

Mr. Charles O'Connor was the local schoolteacher in both Father 
Kiernan and Father Quiggley's time and both these priests would visit 
these good people after Mass to have refreshments before their return 
trip to Cresford. Mr. O'Connor was a good man and prepared the 
children for their First Holy Communion, trained the altar boys and 
taught them the necessary Latin and also played the organ for the 
Church choir. There was an excellent choir in those days. 

Mass was held on three Sw1days of the month- two 10 a.m. Masses 
and one 8.30 a.m. ~1ass. This 8.30 am Mass was the only Communion 
Mass during the month, owing to the difficulty of the Priest having to 
fast for so long and the distance necessary for him to travel 



A weiJ known family in those early days were Thomas Edward and 
Maude Florent·e Jordan Maude came to Paterson around 1900 ''here 
she was employed as a nurscnutid to the children of the lo('lU Polin• 
Sargeant, Sargeant Cunningham and his wife <:;he mel Tom. who had 
taken up a selection of hnd at Glenbourne, Paterson and they wer~ 
married by Father Patrick Cullen at St Collmlha's in 1904 Their fmt 
home was at Glcnhourn<' wher<' fom carried on a cream dail), which 
meant in those early da~ that the cans of cream were transported by 
horse and slide to thr river, three miles distant. where it was tollccted 
by boat, which in tum t·onveyed it to the Creamer} at Morpeth. 

To attend S11nd•ty Mass it was necessary to travel by horse and buggy, 
sometimrs the long way around to the township, on oth<'r otcasiom to 
the river, cross the river by hoat and prot:eed on foot to the Church. 
During the Missions conductt'd by the Red<'mptonst Fathers. this 
procedure was followed moming and night for one week On many 
occasions. thr family was joined by Maude's sister, Lydia. and her 
husband, Jim, who was Tom's brother J'hese p<'ople lhed at Dunn's 
Creek at the time. In 1918 Tom purchased "Sussex Fann'' from Mr. 
Stewart Corner and the family took up residt n( e in the fine h\ o-story 
home built in 1836 and originally known as "Longhous<' Green" (which 
was demolished in 1960 to allow for road alteration}. In I 924. on 
completion of their nc\\ home 'Sussex House" Tom and \laud<> relin­
quished their fonncr homr to Doctor Kern Y~'c. who conducted the 
building as a hospital known a~ "Cintra" staffed b} Matron Locke and 
others. 

ln 1908 their fir<>tson. Stanley Thomas. died from shock after re<:ei\'­
ing a small burn on his arm. He was h\·o vears old In 1 92-t thr11 thirtr(·n 
year old daughter, Ellrn. was humt to death when a gas jet ignited. 
~C'tting her clothing alighL In an attempt to extinguish tht> flames, 
which t·omplrtcly CO\C'red hrr her fatlwr's hands and arms W('re ter­
ribly burnt. 

During the follov.ing )Pars morr health~ children were born to thts 
exemplary couple. mm1bering fourtecntn all Tom, with the assistam·e 
of his sons carried on fam1ing pursuits, .md \\aS noted statew1de for his 
tmnatoe~- h<· was known as "the Tomato Kin,:~;". A son of the soiL his 
kno" .. ·ledgc ofth<' land and the seasons was boundless. II<' was a particu· 
larly kind and generous man, c>specially to those less fortunate than 
himself. During Lhe GrC'at Depression in 1929 when the number of 
men seeking work was ~'''er on the im·reas< the) always rt-ceh t:d 
~omethmg to eat at "Sussc·x House" and were allowed to sleep in the hay 
~hed before proceed in~ on their way. Apparently. it was usual for them 
to jump the train to stations north of S~dne~ in pur~Uil of odd joh!) in 
rural areas. Some had walked many miles and were hare footf'd, having 
'vorn out their boots or shoes. Maude frequent!~ helped out with 
footwear and articles of doth in~ lor the unfortunate travellers. She was 
a ~racious gentle lady noted for her kind and charitable disposition. 
Her mam intere.,ts werE> her familv, her hom~ and her beautiful gardPn. 
Blooms from her garden frequently graced the altar at St Columba's. 



\liss Ida Cibhs, who lived at Priestley's corner. collected the flowers 
each Saturd.l). wlwn she"' alked to the Church to decorate for Sunday 
:\1~\. 

Thirteen of tlw fourteen Jordan childrc·n were haptiscd at the little 
c-hurt·h. It wa' ils• · 'ht' 'euut• for tht First Communions, tht' Sacraments 
of Confimu1tion and latt'r on many marnag('s. For the fe<' of ten shil­
lings. paid annualh, families were <'ntitled to their O\m pe\\1, smtabl~ 
idl:'ntif'icd by a bm,.., placque Leanng the faJruly name. 

Tom died in 19Cil al the age of eighty-thr<'e years and on 10 
Septemher, 19S3, at the age of ninety-nine ycars ~1aude pa~~ed 
awa). 

This pionl:'er · ·ouplc It> ave bdJind 152 Ji, in~ descendants. com­
pnsing 12 childrc-n, 39 grandchildren, 9S great grandciHldren and 3 
great grcat granddlildreu. Two of ~laude's brothers still liYe locally, 
Ccl Collison of Paterson and Svdnc\ Collison of Gresford. and many of 
the desc.endants still live in the Grcsford Parish. 

Thoma~ and Maude jordan married SL Columba's Churcll1904 



The years have dcalt kindly with our Church but in this Centenary 
year, it is badly in need of repairs and a general face lift Because of this 
need, a committee was formed at the beginning of the year to organise 
the repairs and to direct celebrations for the Centenary year. The 
committee eventually decided to restore the Church as far as possible 
l>O that the general character ofSt Columba's would not be spoilt Some 
of the decisions that have been made have taken a lot of discussion and 
thought, but becausc of the time and care taken in reaching decisions, 
we feel quite sure that the Church is something that the parishioners 
and the people of Paterson may be proud of. The main work of restor­
ation has been completed by 2 December, the date of the Centenary 
celebrations. It was considered that 21 December was too dose to 
Christmas to hold the celebrations. 

The plaster work inside the Church has been repaired by Mr. Sylvio 
Bizzotto at no cost to us, and he has also repaired the cement render and 
pointing outside. The interior of the Church. including the ceiling, has 
been painted. Four stained glass windows have been put into the 
Sanctuary and the remaining windows in the main body of the church 
arc new. New pews have replaced the extremely old ones of varying 
shapes and sizes. Carpet has been laid for the first time. l\ew lighting 
has Leen installed and fans have been put in the ceiling. 

The gutterings and plumbing have been renewed as have been the 
crosses on top of the Church. It is our intention to landscape and 
beautify the grounds. The paint that existed on some of the outside 
bricks was sandblasted ofT and they are in their natural state. Restor­
ation work has cost ahout $32,000. 

A sign has also been erected in the Church grounds giving the times 
for Masses etc. These Mass times can he most confusing to new and not 
so new parishioners. I wonder how many of us have rushed down to 
Church on Saturday evening and found it deserted, and have realised it 
is the 8.30 am. or 10 am. Mass that week 

Our Centenary Ball on 7 September was a wonderful success, both 
socially and fmancially. There were 340 people present from through­
out the Diocese and the profit for the Ball was $1,500. We are most 
grateful to everyone for their support and the very small band of 
workers who worked for its success. 

Bishop Leo Clarke, Fathers Vincent Ryan and Michael Timbs will 
concclcbratethe Centenary Mass. It is our intention to have a luncheon 
in the local School of Arts after the Mass. 

This Centenary year has resulted in some exciting and welcome 
change!> in our Parish. Various committees have been formed to aid in 
the running of our Parish and aiming at parishioner involvement in 
what is our Church and our responsibility. 

The Gresford Parish Council was formed just in time to recommend 
approval of the money required to do the refurbishing of St Columba's. 
We have formed a Social Committee and the various social functions 
have been most enjoyable and has resulted in a feeling of unity and 
friendship within the Parish. 



The world of today is changing and progressing so rapidly that it is 
~ometimes beneficial to take stock of ourselves and our faith. to help IL~ 
define what this gift of the Catholic religion means to us in the modem 
worlcL and how hest we can pass this precious knowledge on to our 
children and to others. It is important to remember that no matter who 
we arc or what we do, we art:l all basically children of God and therefore 
equal in hh eyes. It is how we me~ure up to his standard that is 
important. As we unite and grow in our faith let us hope that this year 
will be a landmark in the history ofGresford Parish- a year when we all 
com(' closer to God through acknowledgement of our need of Him and 
through loving and helping on!:! another. The beautiful prayer of St 
Francis of As~isi could well be our guide:-

Lord make me an instrument of Thy peace 
where there is hatred, let me sow love: 
Where there is injury, pardon: 
where there is despair, hope: 
and where there i~ sadness, joy. 
0 Dhinc ~laster, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console: 
to be understood ~ to understand: 
to be loved, as to love: 
for it is in gh·ing that we recci,e. 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are hom to eternal life. 


